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Re Manuscript: The Gender Outcomes INternational Group: to Further Well-being Development (GOING-

FWD) Methodology on Identification and Inclusion of Gender Factors in Retrospective Cohort Studies 

 

Dear Dr. Reckelhoff,  

 

We are pleased to submit our paper, “The Gender Outcomes INternational Group: to Further Well-being 

Development (GOING-FWD) Methodology on Identification and Inclusion of Gender Factors in 

Retrospective Cohort Studies” for consideration as an ‘Research Methods and Reporting (RMR)’ article in 

British Medical Journal. 

 

A call for the integration of sex and gender in research has been promoted in the last decade by funding 

agencies and international societies to guarantee high quality science. However, gender, a complex psycho-

socio-cultural construct, has been largely neglected as determinant of health. 

 

Our manuscript describes a practical framework for the integration of gender measurement in clinical 

research, developed by The Gender Outcomes International Group to Further Well-Being and Development 

(GOING-FWD) consortium (https://www.mcgill.ca/going-fwd4gender/).  

 

The GOING-FWD group was created in 2019 and funded by GENDERNET+ initiative consist of sex/gender 

clinical researchers and 7 patient partners from 7 different countries across Europe, Canada and the United 

States. This international network provides innovative solutions for studying and measuring gender in 

retrospective clinical cohorts and public survey databases to determine the influence of sex and gender on 

clinical and patient reported outcomes for non-communicable chronic disease, and whether these influences 

vary by country/culture. 

 

We believe our manuscript offers a unique and valuable contribution that provides a roadmap for researchers 

seeking to integrate a gender-based analysis in their research using pre-existing databases.  

 

This manuscript represents novel work and has neither been submitted elsewhere nor published as a full 

paper. Each of the authors have read and approved the final version of the manuscript.  

 

We hope that you will find the manuscript of significant interest to publish in British Medical Journal.  

Thank you for considering our submission.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Louise Pilote MD MPH PhD FRCPC 

Professor of Medicine, James McGill Chair,  

McGill University Health Center and McGill University 

Centre for Outcomes Research and Evaluation 

5252 De Maisonneuve Blvd, Office 2B.39 

Montréal, QC H4A 3S5 

Canada 

514-934-1934, x 44722 or 34667 

Fax: 514-934-8293 or 514-843-1676 

https://www.mcgill.ca/going-fwd4gender/

