
Table 1: description of the nine focus groups 

 Pediatrics Curriculum (PC) Emergency and Intensive care medicine 
curriculum (EM-ICMC) 

Curriculum participants (n) 90 125 
Randomized  for FG 20 20 
FG participants 12 18 
Participants Before SBA (n) 12 12 
FG 1 : N participants (duration, min) 6 (54) 6 (49) 
FG 2 : N participants (duration, min) 6 (73) 6  (82) 
Participants after SBA (n) 9 18 
FG 1 : N participants (duration, min) 3 (65) 6 (75) 
FG 2 : N participants (duration, min) 6 (84) 6 (82) 
FG 3 : N participants (duration, min) 0 6 (76) 

FG : focus group, SBA: simulation-based assessment 

 

 

  



Table 2: 7 major themes that emerged from the nine focus groups 

Theme  Result 

4 major themes with consensus from the nine focus groups 

 

 
SBA as a help within clinical rotations 
- to do more practical things 
- to be more self-confident 

 
“it could help me to convince doctors to let me do some 
practical things”(PC7) 
“If I am certificate with simulation, I will feel more confident in 
clerkship”(PC 11) 
 

SBA as a high quality assessment It’s an assessment with a good quality for measuring our real 
competencies 
 

SBA changes the students’ practices “more motivated to participate”(EM 3) 
“it helps to deepen and organize [my] theoretical 
knowledge”(PC 2) 
 

SBA is usefulness for the gold standards assessments “It doesn’t help us to validate our year”(EM2) 

 
3 major themes subjects to discussions 

 

 
SBA is unfair 

 
“It makes an unequal framework between the students”(EM 
18) 
“it’s unfair, but it’s the real life”(EM1) 
 

The stress because of SBA 
- no stress if a basic and technical assessment (PC) 
- a stress that decrease the willingness to make simulation again (EM) 

 
“a good stress because it exists in the real life”(PC 7) 
 “the simple use of the word assessment is stressful”(PC4) 
“simulation must be a fun exercise”(EM3) 
 

 Practical issues 
- the importance of training 
- the importance of a normative assessment 
- the importance of debriefing 
- the debate around the number of assessed students 

 
“integrate simulation earlier in the curriculum and with a higher 
quantity than currently”(PC4) “we have to train 
ourselves”(EM2) 
“fix the threshold very high”(PC 11); “the most important is to 
succeed, not to be perfect”(EM 8) 
in real-life you’d never be alone, you work in a team and you 
have to learn team work(EM2) 
“it’s a personal interest and feedback” (EM 12); “it’s a big 
difference from the others assessments”(EM 15) 

SBA : simulation-based assessment,  
EM : student from emergency/Intensive care curriculum; PC : student from pediatric curriculum 

 

 

  



Table 3: two minor themes from the nine focus groups 

Theme Result 

 
2 minor themes linked with simulation-based training properties 

 

  
1. Low fidelity as an obstacle to a good SBA “it’s difficult to pretend doing or seeing 

something that don’t exists”(EM 14) 
 

2. SBA replaces technical skills in the center of the apprenticeship “it’s considered to be easy by our teachers, 
so they never show us” (PC 5), “everybody 
knows how to write down the process of 
endotracheal intubation, but that none of us 
know how to make it” (PC2), 

SBA : simulation-based assessment,  
EM : student from emergency/Intensive care curriculum; PC : student from pediatric curriculum 

 

 


