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REPLY TO FORMATTING CHANGES: 

 

1. We have noticed that you have submitted in PDF format. Please note, in advance, should 

your manuscript be editorially accepted, you will later be required to provide your manuscript 

source files in an editable file format (e.g. doc, docx, rtf) for production/publication purposes. 

Rest assured, it is possible to proceed with peer review with PDF submissions, however please 

feel free to update your manuscript file format from now if preferred. 

REPLY: I have done the work using Latex. Is this acceptable by the Journal? I rather 

submit the files ONLY if the paper is accepted. 

 

2. We notice the email address of corresponding author on the title page does not match the 

email address provided in the submission system. Please ensure the email addresses of all 

authors are provided correctly in the submission system. In addition, please only provide the 

email address of the corresponding author on the title page of your manuscript. 

REPLY: Corresponding author email address: koffka.khan@sta.uwi.edu. ONLY provided 

on title page. On the system I use my personal email address: koffka.khan@gmail.com to 

correspond with the Journal. However, my professional/work address is placed on the 

paper. 

 

3. Please rename "Findings" sub-section heading in abstract to "Results". 

REPLY: On page 1 ‘Findings’ changes to ‘Results’ in abstract. 

 

4. List of abbreviations - If abbreviations are used in the text they should be defined in the text at 

first use, and a list of abbreviations should be provided. This should be placed after 

"Conclusions" section. 

REPLY: List of abbreviations added, see page 12. Placed here for your convenience: 

*List of Abbreviations 
nCoV: novel coronavirus 
RNA: ribonucleic acid 
k-NN: k-Nearest Neighbour 
DT: Decision Tree 
NNC: nearest neighbor classi_er 
TP: True positive 
TN: True negative 
FN: False negative 
FP: False positive 
CNN: Convolutional Neural Network 
AI: arti_cial intelligence 
SVM: Support Vector Machine 
RF: Random Forest 
MLPNN: Multilayer Perceptron Neural Networks 
UTC: Coordinated Universal Time 
KCDC: Korea Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
ICU: intensive care unit 
AE: adverse events 
EMR: electronic medical records 
EHR: electronic health records 
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ROC: receiver operating characteristic 
TPR: true positive rate 
FPR: false positive rate 
AUC: area under the curve 
AUC-ROC: area under the ROC curve 

 

5. Please add the heading "Declarations" before you list the Declarations subheadings. In your 

manuscript, this will be directly before the Ethics approval and consent to participate heading. 

REPY: Added to the manuscript, see pages 12 and 13. Placed here for your convenience: 

Declarations 
7.1 Ethics approval and consent to participate 
'Not applicable' 
7.2 Consent for publication 
'Not applicable' 
7.3 Availability of data and materials 
Datasets obtained from Kaggle and listed in References section [no. 6 and 7]. Place here for reader convenience. 
SudalaiRajkumar: Novel Corona Virus 2019 Dataset. data retrieved March 30, 2020 from Kaggle, 
https://www.kaggle.com/sudalairajkumar/novel-corona-virus-2019-dataset (2020) 
KimHoo: Data Science for COVID-19 in South Korea. data retrieved March 30, 2020 from Kaggle, 
https://www.kaggle.com/kimjihoo/coronavirusdataset (2020) 
Khan and Ramsahai Page 13 of 16 
7.4 Competing interests 
'Not applicable' 
7.5 Funding 
'Not applicable' 
7.6 Authors' contributions 
KK: conception and design, methodology, software; searches and selection of literature; analysis and synthesis of 
data from the included literature; drafting the manuscript. ER: conception and design; analysis and synthesis of 
data 
from the included literature; revising the _rst draft of the manuscript. 
7.7 Acknowledgments 
'Not applicable' 
7.8 Authors' information 
Dr. Koffka Khan received the B.Sc., M.Sc., M.Phil., and D.Phil degrees from the University of the West Indies 
(UWI). He is currently an Assistant Lecturer at UWI and has up-to-date, published numerous papers in journals & 
proceedings of international repute. His research areas are computational intelligence, routing protocols, wireless 
communications, information security, adaptive video streaming and machine learning. 
Dr. Emilie Ramsahai is a consulting Data Scientist, with more than 20 years industry experience. She is currently 
working with UWI-Roytec in programme development and course writing. She completed her PhD in Statistics and 
a Masters in Computer Science, both at the University of the West Indies, where she has also lectured the Big Data 
and Visualisation course from the Masters in Data Science, o_ered by the Department of Computing and 
Information Technology, St Augustine Campus. She also completed her fellowship at the International Centre for 
Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) in New Delhi, India and continues to publish and collaborate with 
a number of researchers in this area. 
Author details 
1Department of Computing and Information Technology, The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad 
and Tobago. 2UWI School of Business & Applied Studies Ltd (UWI-ROYTEC), 136-138 Henry Street, 24105 Port 
of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. 
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6. Please re-arrange your declaration sub-sections according to the following order: 

 

 

    Ethics approval and consent to participate 

    Consent for publication 

    Availability of data and materials 

    Competing interests 

    Funding 

    Authors' contributions 

    Acknowledgements 

    Authors' information (optional) 

 

If any of the sections are not relevant to your manuscript, please include the heading and write 

'Not applicable' for that section. 

 

REPLY: Added to the manuscript in the proper order, pages 12 and 13. Also see previous 

reply. 

 

7. Authors' contributions - Please represent authors' names using their full initials, not their full 

name, in the Authors’ Contributions section. For example, the initials of John Smith would be 

‘JS’.  If there are any duplicated initials, please differentiate them to make it clear that the initials 

refer to separate authors, for example, by adding their middle name initial. Also, please include 

a statement in the Authors' contributions section to the effect that “all authors have read and 

approved the manuscript”, and ensure that this is the case. 

 

REPLY: Datasets obtained from Kaggle and listed in References section [no. 6 and 7 on 

page 13 of manuscript]. Place here for reader convenience. 

SudalaiRajkumar: Novel Corona Virus 2019 Dataset. data retrieved March 30, 2020 from 

Kaggle, 

https://www.kaggle.com/sudalairajkumar/novel-corona-virus-2019-dataset (2020) 

KimHoo: Data Science for COVID-19 in South Korea. data retrieved March 30, 2020 from 

Kaggle, 

https://www.kaggle.com/kimjihoo/coronavirusdataset (2020). 

8. We notice that table 4 has not been referenced in the main text of the article. If tables are not 

cited in the manuscript they will not appear in the html (online) version if your paper is accepted 

for publication. Therefore, it is essential they are mentioned at least once in the text and, we 

strongly recommend, in the order in which they are numbered. 

 

REPLY: Table 4 now added to manuscript, see page 8, paragraph 5. Text place here for 

your convenience: 

We now introduce 'disease' as a feature in the prediction model using sub-sample four, see Table 4. 
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9. We notice that figures 3 and 4 has been referenced in the main text of your article file but 

these figures has not been included with your submission. Please either upload these figures as 

a separate 'Figure' file and include a corresponding legend in the main article file or update the 

references in the main text of your manuscript accordingly. 

 

REPLY: I had uploaded these figures. I will do so and update the references. However, if 

you still do not see it please contact me (koffka.khan@sta.uwi.edu). Text place here for 

your convenience, see page 15: 

Figure 1 Distribution of patient age for dataset1. Age frequency distribution histogram plot for dataset1. See 
dataset1Age.jpg 
Figure 2 Distribution of patient age for dataset2. Age frequency distribution histogram plot for dataset2. See 
dataset2AgeDisease.jpg 
 

 

DECLARATIONS SECTION: 

 

We note that the Declarations section in your manuscript has not been completed and may be 

missing information.  Please read the following information and edit your manuscript 

accordingly.   Failure to adhere to our policies may result in rejection of your manuscript. 

Please note that all manuscript submissions to BMC Medical Informatics and Decision Making 

must contain a Declarations section which includes a response to each of the mandatory sub-

headings listed below.  Please refer to the journal's Submission Guidelines for information 

regarding the criteria for each sub-section 

(https://bmcmedinformdecismak.biomedcentral.com/submission-guidelines/preparing-your-

manuscript/research-article). 

Where a mandatory Declarations sub-heading is not relevant to your study design or article 

type, please write "Not applicable" in these sections. 

For the 'Availability of data and materials' section, please provide information about where the 

data supporting your findings can be found.  We encourage authors to deposit their datasets in 

publicly available repositories (where available and appropriate), or to be presented within the 

manuscript and/or additional supporting files.  Please note that identifying/confidential patient 

data should not be shared.  Authors who do not wish to share their data must confirm this under 

this sub-heading and also provide their reasons.  For further guidance on how to format this 

section, please refer to BioMed Central's editorial policies page (see links below). 

 

Declarations 

-         Ethics approval and consent to participate 

-         Consent to publish 

-         Availability of data and materials 

-         Competing interests 

-         Funding 

-         Authors' Contributions 

-         Acknowledgements 

 

REPLY: Declaration pages updated and added, see pages 12 and 13. 
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