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Verbal Consent to Participate in Research For Vietnam Tooth Project  

(Key informants verbal consent form) 
 

Introduction and Purpose  

My name is Tuyen Nguyen. I am a graduate student at the University of California, Berkeley working 

with my faculty advisors, Professors Susan Ivey and Karen Sokal-Gutierrez in the School of Public 

Health. I would like to invite you to take part in my research study, which concerns the nutrition 

changes in Viet Nam, what factors influence this change, and its effects on children’s health in Viet 

Nam today. 

 

Procedures 

If you agree to participate in my research, I will conduct an interview with you at a private EMW 

office or at your school site at a time of your choice. Before we start the interview, I will ask you to 

complete a short demographics survey that will take about 5 minutes to complete. The demographics 

pre-interview survey includes questions about your age, education, field of work, and numbers of 

children/grandchildren. You will not have to answer any questions that you do not want to answer on 

the pre-interview survey. I will collect the survey from you then we will move forward to the 

interview. The interview will involve questions about children’s diet, what factors influence their 

diet, and how this diet affects their overall health. It should last about 25-35 minutes. With your 

permission, I will audiotape and take notes during the interview.  The recording is to accurately 

record the information you provide, and will be used for transcription purposes only.  If you choose 

not to be audiotaped, I will take notes instead.  If you agree to being audiotaped but feel 

uncomfortable at any time during the interview, I can turn off the recorder at your request.  Or if you 

don't wish to continue, you can stop the interview at any time.  

 

Benefits 

There is no direct benefit to you from taking part in this study. It is hoped that the research will help 

us better understand the psychological reasoning and social influences on family’s dietary choices for 

school aged children so that this information can contribute to help guide policy changes and public 

health intervention programs to improve nutrition status of children in Vietnam.  

 

Risks/Discomforts 

You are free to decline any questions you don’t wish to, or to stop the interview at any time. As with 

all research, there is a chance that confidentiality could be compromised; however, we are taking 

precautions to minimize this risk.  

 

Confidentiality 

Your study data will be handled as confidentially as possible.  If results of this study are published or 

presented, individual names and other personally identifiable information will not be used.  
 

To minimize the risks to confidentiality, you will be asked for oral rather than signed consent. We 

will keep the recordings in an encrypted folder on a computer that is password protected. We will use 

a transcription service to help us transcribe the interviews. We will use a secure and trusted 

transcription company to transcribe the recording. Only the research team and the transcription 
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company will have access to the recordings. The transcription service will delete the recordings after 

the transcription is completed.  

 

The computer and all written notes will be kept in a locked suitcase while I am in Vietnam and 

traveling. After the recording, we will translate into English and I will take out all identifying 

information; no names or place names will remain in the final transcript.  

 

When the research is completed, the recording will be erased from my computer and only the 

identified transcript will be kept.  

 

 

Compensation 

To thank you for participating in this study, you will receive a small gift bag of office supplies after 

you complete the interview.  

 

Rights 

Participation in research is completely voluntary. You are free to decline to take part in the project.  

You can decline to answer any questions and are free to stop taking part in the project at any time.  

Whether or not you choose to participate in the research and whether or not you choose to answer a 

question or continue participating in the project, there will be no penalty to you or loss of benefits to 

which you are otherwise entitled. 

 

Questions 

If you have any questions about this research, please feel free to contact me.  I can be reached at 

(408) 396-1425 or nguyenxtuyen@berkeley.edu. 

 

If you have any questions about your rights or treatment as a research participant in this study, please 

contact the University of California at Berkeley’s Committee for Protection of Human Subjects at 

510-642-7461, or e-mail subjects@berkeley.edu.  

 

************************************************************ 

CONSENT 
 

If you agree to participate, please say so. You will be given a copy of this form to keep for 

your own records. 
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