
 

 

Supplementary Material 

A Additional data analysis 

A.1 Supplementary Material for Procedures 

 

Note: This figure shows the distribution of the place of residents in the Survey study (China). In total our respondents are from 

32 provinces in China. The blue circle represents Wuhan in the map. 

Figure A1 Survey sample distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A.2 Supplementary Material for Results 

A.2.1 The Wuhan medical worker effect 

 

Table A1 Ordered profit regressions of occupational preference 

 Pooled Non-Wuhan Unmarried 

 WTM Preference WTM Preference WTM Preference 

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

Panel a       

Medical -0.00134 -0.0585 -0.0658 -0.119** 0.154* -0.0389 

 (0.0462) (0.0465) (0.0566) (0.0565) (0.0810) (0.0848) 

Wuhan -0.109* -0.121** -0.113 -0.107 -0.122 -0.104 

 (0.0588) (0.0579) (0.0755) (0.0730) (0.0981) (0.0984) 

Medical×Wuhan -0.780*** -0.413*** -0.718*** -0.386*** -0.474* -0.136 

 (0.111) (0.106) (0.127) (0.122) (0.262) (0.226) 

Age, 26-30 0.140*** 0.278*** 0.00202 0.203* 0.128* 0.0321 

 (0.0466) (0.0478) (0.106) (0.112) (0.0678) (0.0678) 

31-40 -0.0244 0.266*** -0.163 0.0411 0.0144 -0.0491 

 (0.0450) (0.0462) (0.104) (0.108) (0.0921) (0.0879) 

41-50 -0.236*** 0.111** -0.363*** -0.145 0.0704 0.0835 

 (0.0537) (0.0539) (0.107) (0.111) (0.200) (0.214) 

51-60 -0.350*** -0.00453 -0.471*** -0.251** 0.628 0.381 

 (0.0900) (0.0770) (0.128) (0.123) (0.495) (0.552) 

   Above 60 -0.0226 0.0103 -0.153 -0.231 -0.435 -0.205 

 (0.179) (0.127) (0.205) (0.158) (0.613) (0.579) 

Education, High school -0.0721 -0.0455 0.0409 0.0402 -0.107 -0.0970 

 (0.0997) (0.0864) (0.110) (0.0964) (0.246) (0.213) 

   College -0.214** -0.134 -0.112 -0.0242 -0.142 -0.158 

 (0.0985) (0.0848) (0.109) (0.0962) (0.245) (0.208) 

   Bachelor -0.625*** -0.433*** -0.523*** -0.289*** -0.477** -0.431** 

 (0.0957) (0.0819) (0.108) (0.0951) (0.238) (0.201) 

   Master or above -1.033*** -0.827*** -1.027*** -0.740*** -0.695*** -0.633*** 

 (0.100) (0.0867) (0.116) (0.103) (0.244) (0.206) 

No of children   0.134*** 0.113***   

   (0.0321) (0.0329)   

Observations 5 686 5 686 3 716 3 716 1 942 1 942 

Pseudo R2 0.0561 0.0435 0.0761 0.0567 0.0245 0.0165 

Log-likelihood -7 140 -5 665 -4 601 -3 645 -2 415 -1 910 

Controls √ √ √ √ √ √ 

Notes. Medical occupation preference by socioeconomic variables. The analysis is based on ordered probit model estimated with 

the maximum likelihood method. This table report results for Married and Unmarried (different questionnaires) participants and 

for pooled data. Dependent variables are ordered variables (WTM, 1-5; Preference 0-2) indicating occupation preference for 

children (married) and partner (unmarried). Other demographic variables include the place of residence (China or abroad) and 

income (categorical). Robust standard errors are shown in parentheses. The most salient result from the figure is the “Wuhan 



 

 

medical worker effect”, Wuhan residents have lower medical occupation preference and this tendency is significant stronger for 

Wuhan medical workers. 

 

 

This figure is a radar plot of respondents’ average ratings of influence from the pandemic as a function of Wuhan residence and 

medical occupation. The center is at 2.5, and the outer clusters are 3, 3.5 and 3.71. It can be seen from the figure that from the 

three life aspects, family health, career and financial status, Wuhan residents (top & bottom) have much negative self-reported 

influence from the pandemic. 

Figure A2 Radar plot of self-reported influences from the pandemic 

 

A.2.2. Robustness check: direct influence from COVID-19 pandemic including provincial controls 

Our main result is that medical workers in Wuhan (capital of Hubei) are significantly less likely to 

approve of their children or partners choosing medical occupations remains robust after controlling for 

provincial statistics regarding the medical system. 

To control for provincial differences in the medical system, such as the workload of medical workers 

and GDP expenses on the medical system, we included data from the National Health Commission of 

the PRC in the analysis. Table A2 reports the results from the ordered probit regression of WTM on 



 

 

key variables of interest, controlling for provincial medical system statistics with robust standard errors 

clustered at the province level (medical data are given at the province level). 

Of the two statistics, Medical_workload measures the number of outpatients per medical staff member 

and which can be used as an indicator of the workload of medical workers, and Medical_expense 

measures per capita health expenses as a percentage of GDP per capita and can be used as an indicator 

of local government spending/investment in the medical/health industry. Note that these two variables 

are both at the province level, e.g., Hubei Province. Our analysis in Table A2 also uses Hubei Province 

instead of Wuhan as an independent variable. It can be seen from the table that medical workers in 

Hubei Province are significantly more averse to their children choosing a medical occupation than are 

medical workers in other regions in China, confirming our main result (see Table A1). Medical 

workers' workload and income are associated with each other in China's medical system, and thus, the 

former is positive correlated with medical workers' preference for their children or partners choosing a 

medical occupation; the higher the government spending is, the higher the willingness of medical 

workers for their children to choose a medical occupation (specification 1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Table A2 Ordered probit regression of occupational preference (including provincial medical worker statistics) 

 Married Unmarried 

Dependent variable: WTM (1) (2) (3) (4) 

Hubei Province -0.436*** 0.072 -0.086 -0.043 

 (0.168) (0.051) (0.141) (0.052) 

Medical_workload 0.111** 0.008 0.091 -0.046* 

 (0.044) (0.023) (0.082) (0.028) 

Medical_expense 0.331*** 0.024 0.085 0.056 

 (0.088) (0.042) (0.113) (0.059) 

Control for other demographic variables Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Controls for risk and social preference Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Control for influences Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Controls for COVID-19 experience Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Observations 827 2 877 297 1 627 

Pseudo R2 0.230 0.170 0.216 0.111 

Notes. Robustness check of the “Wuhan medical worker effects” by including provincial medical system controls. The 

table shows that after including provincial controls, Hubei medical workers (married) remain significantly less 

willingness to choose medical occupation. This is consistent with the Wuhan medical worker effects in the main 

document. Details of the analysis: ordered probit regressions with robust standard errors clustered at the province 

level. Provincial medical worker statistics were obtained from the National Health Commission of the PRC. Other 

control variables are listed in Table 1. 

 

A.2.3 Robustness check: Heterogeneous in risk- and social-preference 

We showed that risk- and social-preference have mediation effects that carry around 50 % of the total 

negative effect of pandemic onto medical occupation preference. Here, we provide additional supports 

that risk-seeking and pro-social are decreasing as a function of influence from the pandemic. Wuhan 

residents and medical workers exhibit more risk-averse and less pro-sociality.  

Figure 1b plots the average scores of the risk-taking and prosocial scales (Q56-Q60) by medical 

occupation and residence in Wuhan, with error bars indicating the 95% confidence interval. For both 

the risk-taking and prosocial scales, respondents in Wuhan had lower scores than non-Wuhan residents, 

indicating that Wuhan residents were more risk-averse and less prosocial than the average residents of 

other places in China. Within Wuhan, medical workers were more risk-averse and less prosocial than 

nonmedical workers. In contrast, medical workers reported being less risk-averse and more prosocial 



 

 

than nonmedical workers in other places. Our finding is consistent with the previous literature that 

experiencing a natural disaster, e.g., a flood or an earthquake could lead to more risk aversion [1]; such 

a change could be due to people perceiving that they will face greater risk in the future. Indeed, we 

found evidence that compared with non-Wuhan residents, individuals in Wuhan had different future 

expectations and were more risk-averse regarding investment plans (discuss later in the next result). It 

should be noted that our survey was conducted a time soon after the peak of the pandemic in Wuhan. 

According to the existing literature [2], the influence of a major disaster on risk preference could differ 

in the short term and long term after such a disaster. However, our results clearly indicate that the 

pandemic has had a greater social/risk influence on Wuhan residents than on residents in other regions 

of China. 

Next, we examine the influence of risk and social preference on medical occupation preference and 

find that medical occupation preference increases with individual risk-taking and pro-sociality (Table 

A3). For one unit SD increase of risk-taking scale, the likelihood of choosing “Extremely willing to 

choose medical occupation (WTM)” versus the other four categories are 2.2 times greater (p<0.01).i 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
i The prediction is derived from ordered logit regression based on Specification (1) in Table A3. 



 

 

 

Table A3 Ordered probit regression of occupation preference on risk/social preferences 

 (1) (2) (3) (4) 

Dependent variable: WTM Pooled Married Unmarried Pooled 

Panel b     

Risk-taking 0.575*** 0.562*** 0.579***  

 (0.0268) (0.0327) (0.0476)  

Prefer son -0.0909*** -0.0945** -0.0768  

(bl: Prefer daughter) (0.0335) (0.0424) (0.0560)  

No preference -0.119** -0.135* -0.121  

 (0.0532) (0.0695) (0.0855)  

No of sons, 1  0.128***   

(bl: No of sons, 0)  (0.0406)   

2 or more sons  0.239**   

  (0.0971)   

Pro-social    0.570*** 

    (0.0272) 

Observations 5 686 3 744 1 942 5 686 

Pseudo R2 0.131 0.158 0.0847 0.128 

Log-likelihood -6 573 -4 214 -2 266 -6 596 

Controls √ √ √ √ 

Notes. Ordered probit model estimated with maximum likelihood. Robust standard errors are shown in parentheses. Control 

variables, including demographic and “COVID-19 experiences” variables listed in Table 1. The results showed a two-fold pattern 

between medical occupation and risk preference, respondents who scored higher in WTM are more risk taking; risk-seeking 

respondents (having sons) are more favorable to medical occupation. 

 

Our results show that willingness for children/partners to choose a medical occupation was positively 

correlated with risk-taking preference and weakly negatively correlated with prosocial preference, 

controlling for influences from COVID-19 experiences and demographic variables. 

The other indicator of risk preference is son preference. There is evidence that the relationship between 

son preference and risk preferences is two-fold: more risk-averse parents in patriarchal societies such 

as China have stronger preferences for sons than for daughters, and parents with sons are more risk-

seeking than those with daughters [3]. We elicited son preference using a self-reported preference for 

the gender of one's future children (Q66). The results in Table A3 show that son preference was 

associated with a lower willingness for children to choose a medical occupation, whereas the number 



 

 

of sons in the family had a positive influence on willingness for children to choose a medical 

occupation. These results exhibit a two-fold pattern between medical occupation and risk preference: 

respondents who are more favorable in choosing medical occupation are more risk-taking; risk-seeking 

individuals (e.g. having sons) are more likely to choose a medical occupation. 

We found a similar effect of social preference on medical occupation preference (see in specification 4 

in Table A3). For one unit SD increase in pro-sociality scale, the likelihood of choosing “Extremely 

willing to choose medical occupation (WTM)” versus the other four categories are 2.15 times greater 

(p<0.01).ii However, the pro-sociality scale and risk-taking scale in our data are highly correlated. One 

possibility could be due to our data collection method. The four questions measuring social preference 

are randomly distributed among the 13 DoSpeRT tasks. It could be that some participants adopted 

several patterns in answering the 17 questions, for example, always choose somewhat likely. As a 

result, our survey results cannot tease out the two channels separately. To further examine the 

robustness of the correlation between medical occupation preference and social preference and infer 

causality, we conducted an additional field experiment based on medical school students in Wuhan 

University who are registered before and after the lockdown of Wuhan. We report the experimental 

result in the next part. 

 

A.2.4 Addition analysis on the post-pandemic expectation 

Medical workers in Wuhan reported being more likely to “Enjoy life regardless of the costs”, rather 

than “Save more for economic independence”, than other demographic groups. Consistent with the 

main results, medical workers in Wuhan exhibited a higher degree of risk aversion for future financial 

                                                
ii The prediction is derived from ordered logit regression based on Specification (4) in Table A3 



 

 

plans (in terms of investment) than other respondents. 

Here, we present other potential influences from the pandemic in the long term. It is demonstrated that 

the pandemic affects individual medical occupation preferences. However due to practical issues such 

preference is elicited by asking preferences for partner and children. By asking participants’ future 

expectations in five aspects regarding themselves, we showed that there are consistently significant 

differences between Wuhan/non-Wuhan and medical/non-medical future expectations which could 

have long-lasting effects on career choice, economic and risk decisions. Table A4 reports the results 

from probit regressions on 5 outcome variables of post-pandemic expectations (Q61-Q65 in the 

Supplementary Material survey). The five variables represent “saving more”, “increasing consumption 

debt”, “spending more on entertainment”, “making more risk-seeking financial investments”, and 

“buying more insurance”. Table A4 focuses on the comparisons among Wuhan and non-Wuhan 

medical workers and nonmedical workers. The average proportion of reported outcomes (comparison 

between more and less likely to engage in a given activity) can be seen in Table 1. 

For the 5 variables, we found a significant difference in the future propensity for saving. Medical 

workers from Wuhan were significantly more likely to report “...After the pandemic, I will enjoy my 

life more, regardless of the cost” rather than “I will be more economical after the pandemic”. The 

differences were statistically significant (p<0.001) from the postestimation test from specification (1). 

Consistent with revealed risk preference from the DoSpeRT task, medical workers in Wuhan were less 

likely to report making risky investments despite the potential high returns. 

Furthermore, we found evidence of the income effect and potential support for the poverty trap [4, 5]. 

Specifically, high-income individuals (10w-30w and above) were more likely to indicate that they 

would increase their consumption debt, spend more on entertainment and make high-risk, high-return 



 

 

financial investments after the pandemic. Overall, we see that high-income individuals had a higher 

tolerance, in terms of future consumption and financial plans, of negative shocks resulting from 

COVID-19. Our results suggest that fiscal policies such as distributing consumption coupons could 

have a different effect on high/low-income groups. 

 

Table A4 Probit regression of expectations after COVID-19 pandemic 

 (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

Panel e Savings Debt Entertainment Investment Insurance 

WuHan_non-med 0.415*** 0.0729 0.00339 0.108 0.162 

(bl: Wuhan-Med) (0.124) (0.212) (0.138) (0.179) (0.123) 

Non-WuHan_med 0.410*** 0.260 0.253** 0.330** 0.0224 

 (0.110) (0.182) (0.122) (0.155) (0.109) 

non-WuHan_non-med 0.483*** 0.245 0.100 0.294* 0.0942 

 (0.113) (0.193) (0.125) (0.157) (0.113) 

Income, 2w-10w 0.00724 0.0811 0.0311 0.0154 0.0823* 

(bl: below 2w) (0.0488) (0.0720) (0.0515) (0.0616) (0.0486) 

10w-30w -0.0959* 0.258*** 0.188*** 0.203*** 0.0823 

 (0.0563) (0.0810) (0.0595) (0.0708) (0.0563) 

30w-100w -0.326*** 0.174 0.144 0.214* -0.00964 

 (0.0914) (0.132) (0.0976) (0.115) (0.0915) 

above 100w -0.0640  -0.0118 0.203 -0.169 

 (0.212)  (0.234) (0.276) (0.208) 

Observations 5 686 5 647 5 686 5 686 5 686 

Controls √ √ √ √ √ 

Notes. Probit regressions with robust standard errors in the parentheses. Dependent variable equals 1 represents expecting to save 

more, increase consumption debt, spend more on entertainment, make more risk-seeking financial investments, and buy more 

insurance in the future. Control variables including other demographic, COVID-19 experience, COVID-19 influences and 

risk/social preference variables listed in Table 1. 

 

Survey and Experimental Instructions 

S.1 China Survey invitation test 

The COVID-19 outbreak has focused great attention on the medical field. Thus, this questionnaire was 

compiled by Professor Lijia Wei and Associate Professor Lian Xue of the Center for Behavioral and 

Experimental Research at Wuhan University to examine the attitude of members of the public towards 



 

 

their children/future partner's choice to enter medical school and/or a medical occupation. It is expected 

that the questionnaire will take 5 minutes to answer. Each person who finishes the survey will earn two 

RMB. Each person can complete the survey only once. If you have any questions, please contact 

ljwei@whu.edu.cn. 

For the healthy development of our own medical industry, please reply carefully and forward the 

questionnaire afterwards. Thank you! 

We attach great importance to data security and will never disclose any of your private information. Let's 

start! 

 

Survey 

Start of survey 

Start of Block: Default Question Block 1 

1. What is your age? 

 Under 18 (1) 

 18-25 (2) 

 26-30 (3) 

 31-40 (4) 

 41-50 (5) 

 51-60 (6) 

 Above 60 (7) 

 

2. What is your gender? 



 

 

 Male (1) 

 Female (2) 

 Prefer not to say (3) 

 

3. What is your highest education level? 

 Did not attend high school (1) 

 High school or similar (2) 

 College (3) 

 Bachelor’s degree (4) 

 Master’s degree or above (5) 

 

4. What is your annual income? 

 Below 20K (20,000 RMB) (1) 

 20K to 100K (2) 

 100 K to 300 K (3) 

 300 K to 1 M (4) 

 Above 1 M (5) 

 

5. Where is your place if residence 

___________________________________ 

 



 

 

6. How familiar are you with the medical field? 

Not familiar at all –––– Extremely familiar 

 

7. Do you think medical workers are trustworthy? 

Not trustworthy at all –––– Extremely trustworthy 

 

8. Do you work in the medical field? 

 Yes (1) 

 No (2) 

 

9. Have you been involved in frontline treatment and care during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 Yes (1) 

 No (2) 

 

10. Have you participated in volunteer or other auxiliary work during the COVID-19 pandemic? 

 Yes (1) 

 No (2) 

 

11. Are there medical staff among your immediate family members? 

 Yes (1) 

 No (2) 



 

 

 

12. Have you or a member of your immediate family contracted COVID-19? 

 Yes (1) 

 No (2) 

 

13. Have any of your friends, classmates, or other acquaintances contracted COVID-19? 

 Yes (1) 

 No (2) 

 

14. What is your marital status? 

 Married (1) 

 Unmarried (2) 

 

15. Looking back at the development of the pandemic, which of the following events have had the most 

psychological motivation on you? (Choose the 5 that most apply) 

 Medical teams volunteering to assist in Hubei Province (1) 

 Wuhan lockdown (2) 

 Closure of city of residence or other travel restrictions (3) 

 Medical workers received national cognition awards (4) 

 Donations from other provinces in China (5) 

 International donations to China (6) 



 

 

 Completion of the Leishen and Huoshen Mountain hospitals (7) 

 Completion of field module hospitals (8) 

 Replacement of officials in areas at the center of the pandemic (9) 

 Abuse of non-responsible community worker on the Internet (10) 

 Local volunteer activities (11) 

 Experiments with and development of new drugs and vaccines (12) 

 State recognition of medical staff (13) 

 Escalation of the pandemic in other countries (14) 

 Stock market crashes in Europe and the United States (15) 

 Other___________ (16) 

 

16. Looking back at the development of the pandemic, which of the following events have been the most 

psychologically discouraging for you? (Choose the 5 that most apply) 

 Zhong Nanshan confirmed that human-to-human transmission of the virus is possible (1) 

 Wuhan lockdown (2) 

 Closure of city of residence or other travel restrictions (3) 

 Friends or family were infected (4) 

 No masks available for purchase (5) 

 Shortage or increased price of materials needed for daily life (6) 

 WHO defined the pandemic as an international public health emergency (7) 

 Hubei hospitals turned to society for help (8) 



 

 

 The death of Dr. Li Wenliang (9) 

 Problems with the distribution of materials donated to the Red Cross (10) 

 More than 3000 medical and nursing staff members have been infected (11) 

 The crash of domestic stock markets (12) 

 The Quanzhou isolation hotel collapsed (13) 

 Escalation of the pandemic in other countries (14) 

 Stock markets crashed in Europe and the United States (15) 

 Other          (16) 

 

End of Block: Default Question Block 1 

 

Start of Block: Block for married 

 

17. How many children do you have? (Please enter a number between 0 and 10) 

                                 

 

18. What gender are your children? 

 No child (1) 

 1 son (2) 

 1 daughter (3) 

 1 son and 1 daughter (4) 



 

 

 2 sons (5) 

 2 daughters (6) 

 Other______________ 

 

19. How willing are you for your child to attend medical school in the future? 

Not at all willing –––– Extremely willing 

 

20. How willing are you for your child to attend medical school in Wuhan? 

Not at all willing –––– Extremely willing 

 

21. How willing are you for your child to work in the medical field in the future? 

Not at all willing –––– Extremely willing 

 

22. Which of the following might encourage your child to choose to work in the medical field? (Choose 

the 3 that most apply) 

 Family members already working in the medical system (1) 

 Affected by recent news reports (2) 

 Medical workers are highly professional (3) 

 Medical staff have high social status and are respected (4) 

 High income (5) 

 Convenient for relatives and friends (6) 



 

 

 Stable work and low risk of unemployment (7) 

 Mostly belong to public institutional work (8) 

 Can save and help others (9) 

 Medical staff have been heroes during the COVID-19 pandemic (10) 

 Other                    (11) 

 

23. Which of the following might prevent your child to choose to work in the medical field? (Choose the 

3 that most apply) 

 Family members already working in the medical system (1) 

 Affected by recent news reports (2) 

 Medical workers are highly professional (3) 

 Medical staff have high social status and are respected (4) 

 High income (5) 

 Convenient for relatives and friends (6) 

 Stable work and low risk of unemployment (7) 

 Mostly belong to public institutional work (8) 

 Can save and help others (9) 

 Medical staff have been heroes during the COVID-19 pandemic (10) 

 Other                    (11) 

 



 

 

24. Which of the following new policies might increase the likelihood that your child will choose to work 

in the medical field? (Choose the 3 that most apply) 

 Increase admission quotas for medical college entrance examinations (1) 

 Reduce or waive tuition for medical universities (2) 

 Increase the proportion of medical students sent to graduate school (3) 

 Increase the financial investment in hospitals and the level of income and fair treatment of medical 

staff (4) 

 Severe crackdown on abusive behaviors against doctors (5) 

 Increase the positive image of doctors (6) 

 Increase the degree of independence doctors have in the professional field (7) 

 Reduce the intensity of work for medical staff and increase their ability to take vacation time (8) 

 Other             (9) 

 

25. Following the COVID-19 outbreak, how has your preference for your child's occupation changed? 

 More in favor of my child choosing a medical job (2) 

 Less in favor of my child choosing a medical job (0) 

 No change (1) 

 

26. What are your preferences for your child’s choice of occupation in terms of stability and wages? 

 I hope my child will choose a stable job, e.g., in the civil service, even if the salary will be lower (1) 



 

 

 I hope my child will choose a job with a higher wage, such as a programmer or engineer, in order to 

build better economic foundations (2) 

 

27. What is your preference for your child's choice of occupation in terms of location? 

 Farther away from my home (1) 

 Closer to my home (2) 

 

28. What is your preference for your child's choice of occupation in terms of working intensity? 

 I would prefer that my child choose a relatively leisurely job (short working hours and more freedom) 

(1) 

 I would prefer that my child choose enriching work that paves the way for better development in the 

future (2) 

 

End of Block: Block for married 

 

Start of Block: Block for unmarried 

 

29. How willing are you for your (future) partner to attend medical school in the future? 

Not at all willing –––– Extremely willing 

 

30. How willing are you for your (future) partner to attend medical school in Wuhan? 



 

 

Not at all willing –––– Extremely willing 

 

31. How willing are you for your (future) partner to work in the medical field in the future? 

Not at all willing –––– Extremely willing 

 

32. Which of the following might encourage your (future) partner to choose to work in the medical 

industry? (Choose the 3 that most apply) 

 Family members already working in the medical system (1) 

 Affected by recent news reports (2) 

 Medical workers are highly professional (3) 

 Medical staff have high social status and are respected (4) 

 High income (5) 

 Convenient for relatives and friends (6) 

 Stable work and low risk of unemployment (7) 

 Mostly belong to public institutional work (8) 

 Can save and help others (9) 

 Medical staff have been heroes during the COVID-19 pandemic (10) 

 Other                    (11) 

 

33. Which of the following might prevent your (future) partner from choosing to work in the medical 

industry? (Choose the 3 that most apply) 



 

 

 Family members already working in the medical system (1) 

 Affected by recent news reports (2) 

 Medical workers are highly professional (3) 

 Medical staff have high social status and are respected (4) 

 High income (5) 

 Convenient for relatives and friends (6) 

 Stable work and low risk of unemployment (7) 

 Mostly belong to public institutional work (8) 

 Can save and help others (9) 

 Medical staff have been heroes during the COVID-19 pandemic (10) 

 Other                    (11) 

 

34. Which of the following new policies might increase the likelihood that your (future) partner will 

choose to work in the medical field? (Choose the 3 that most apply) 

 Increase admission quotas for medical college entrance examinations (1) 

 Reduce or waive tuition for medical universities (2) 

 Increase the proportion of medical students sent to graduate school (3) 

 Increase the financial investment in hospitals and the level of income and fair treatment of medical 

staff (4) 

 Severe crackdown on abusive behaviors against doctors (5) 

 Increase the positive image of doctors (6) 



 

 

 Increase the degree of independence doctors have in the professional field (7) 

 Reduce the intensity of work for medical staff and increase their ability to take vacation time (8) 

 Other             (9) 

 

35. Following the COVID-19 outbreak, how has your preference for your (future) partner's occupation 

changed? 

 More in favor of my (future) partner choosing a medical job (2) 

 Less in favor of my (future) partner choosing a medical job (0) 

 No change (1) 

 

36. What are your preferences for your (future) partner's choice of occupation in terms of stability and 

wages? 

 I hope my (future) partner will choose a stable job, e.g., in the civil service, even if the salary will be 

lower (1) 

 I hope my (future) partner will choose a job with a higher wage, such as a programmer or engineer, in 

order to build better economic foundations (2) 

 

37. What is your preference for your (future) partner's choice of occupation in terms of location? 

 Farther away from my home (1) 

 Closer to my home (2) 

 

38. What is your preference for your (future) partner's choice of occupation in terms of working intensity? 



 

 

 I would prefer that my (future) partner choose a relatively leisurely job (short working hours and more 

freedom) (1) 

 I would prefer that my (future) partner choose enriching work that paves the way for better 

development in the future (2) 

 

End of Block: Question Block for unmarried 

 

Start of Block: Default Question Block 2 

 

For each of the following statements, please indicate the likelihood that you would engage in the activity 

or behavior described if you were to find yourself in that situation. Provide a rating from “extremely 

unlikely” to “extremely likely” using the following scale: 

 

39. Admit that your tastes are different from those of a friend. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

40. Admit that your tastes are different from those of a friend. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

41. Invest 20% of your annual income in a moderate growth diversified fund. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 



 

 

42. Donate blood. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

43. Disagree with an authority figure on a major issue. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

44. Invest 10% of your annual income in a very speculative stock. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

45. Participate in volunteer activities for a long time. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

46. Choose an occupation that you truly enjoy over a more secure one. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

47. Drive a car without wearing a seat belt. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

48. Invest 20% of your annual income in a new business venture. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 



 

 

49. Speak your mind about an unpopular issue in a meeting at work. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

50. Reveal a friend’s secret to someone else. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

51. Bungee jump off a tall bridge. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

52. Pilot a small plane. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

53. Donate money if you see that a patient cannot be treated because of a lack of money. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

54. Invest 5% of your annual income in a very speculative stock. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 

55. Give your seat to an old, weak, sick or pregnant person on a bus or metro. 

Extremely unlikely –––– Extremely likely 

 



 

 

How much has the COVID-19 pandemic affected all aspects of your life and work? 

56. The effect that this pandemic has had on your health or that of your loved ones is... (One represents 

a greatly negative impact, and five represents a great positive impact) 

Greatly negative –––– Greatly positive 

 

57. The effect that this pandemic has had on your occupation/work is... (One represents a greatly 

negative impact, and five represents a greatly positive impact) 

Greatly negative –––– Greatly positive 

 

58. The effect that this pandemic has had on your financial status or that of your family is... (One 

represents a greatly negative impact, and five represents a greatly positive impact) 

Greatly negative –––– Greatly positive 

 

59. The effect that this pandemic has had on your relationships or those of your loved ones is... (One 

represents a greatly negative impact, and five represents a greatly positive impact) 

Greatly negative –––– Greatly positive 

 

60. The effect that this pandemic has had on your mental health or that of your loved ones is... (One 

represents a greatly negative impact, and five represents a greatly positive impact) 

Greatly negative –––– Greatly positive 

 

61. How has the COVID-19 outbreak affected your consumption in terms of economic independence? 



 

 

 Due to the pandemic, I am more aware of the importance of economic independence, and I will be 

more economical after the pandemic. (1) 

 Due to the pandemic and the closing down of the city, I attach more importance to freedom. After the 

pandemic, I will enjoy my life more, regardless of the cost. (0) 

 No effect (0) 

 

62. How has the COVID-19 outbreak affected your consumption in terms of consumer debt? 

 After the pandemic, I will reduce my use of consumer loans, such as loans to buy cars and electronic 

equipment, and reduce my use of online lending services. (1) 

 After the pandemic, I will increase my use of consumer loans, such as loans to buy cars and electronic 

equipment, and increase my use online lending services. (0) 

 No effect (0) 

 

63. How has the COVID-19 outbreak affected your consumption in terms of entertainment spending? 

 After the pandemic, I will increase my spending on entertainment, such as watching movies, dining 

out, and purchasing the latest game products. (1) 

 After the pandemic, I will decrease my spending on entertainment, such as watching movies, dining 

out, and purchasing the latest game products. (0) 

 No effect (0) 

 

64. How has the COVID-19 outbreak affected your financial investment choices? 

 Due to the pandemic, I will be more likely to choose high-risk, high-return investment products. (1) 



 

 

 Due to the pandemic, I will be more likely to choose low-risk, low/steady-return investment products. 

(0) 

 No effect (0) 

 

65. How has the COVID-19 outbreak affected your insurance choices? 

 Due to the pandemic, I will be more likely to buy health insurance, such as critical illness insurance 

or health insurance, for myself or my loved ones. (1) 

 Due to the pandemic, I will be less likely to buy health insurance for myself or my loved ones. (0) 

 No effect (0) 

 

66. If you or someone in your family is pregnant or planning to become pregnant in the future, what 

gender do you want the baby to be? 

 I would prefer a son (1) 

 I would prefer a daughter (0) 

 I have no preference (0) 

 

End of Block: Default Question Block 2 

 

End of survey 

 



 

 

S.2 Donation game instructionsiii 

In this task, you will have an initial endowment of 50 Yuan RMB, which is the payment you get for 

completing the previous survey. Now, you need to decide how much to donate to the charity project 

“Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Million Breathing Project”, and the remaining is your reward for this 

task. 

After the experiment, we will donate the amount of your donation to the ``Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 

Million Breathing Project'' through ``Tencent Charity'' on behalf of a ̀ `Wuhan University Donator''. Your 

identity is completely Anonymous, and the decision will only be used for this research and will not be 

used for other purposes! 

Therefore, if you choose to donate X yuan, your payoff for this task is 50-X yuan, and at the same time, 

we will donate X yuan to the “Gradually Freezing People Million Breath Project" through "Tencent 

Charity”. 

Official introduction of Tencent public charity “Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Millions Breath Project” 

project: 

 

                                                
iii The original instructions are written in Chinese. 



 

 

 

Figure A3: Screenshot of website introduction 

 

Your decision: 

How much do you want to donate to the public welfare charity ``Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Million 

Breathing Project''? 

 

S.3 UK survey 

1. I confirm that I have read and understood the above information about the study 

 Yes 

 No 

 

2. I agree to the anonymised data from this study being stored in an archive and shared with other 

researchers 

 Yes 

 No 

 

3. I understand that my participation is voluntary and I can leave the survey at any point. I also understand 

that once I have completed the survey, anonymity means my responses cannot be withdrawn from the 

study. 



 

 

 Yes 

 No 

 

4. I confirm that I am 18 years old or older 

 Yes 

 No 

 

5. I agree to take part in the survey. 

 Yes 

 No 

 

7. What is your age？ 

 18-25 

 26-30 

 31-40 

 41-50 

 51-60 

 61-70 

 Above 70 

 

8. What is your gender? 

 Male 

 Female 

 Other 

 Prefer not to say 

 

9. Please choose which option best describes your ethnic group or background 

 White: English/Welsh/Scottish/Irish 

 White: EU none UK or Irish 

 White: Other 

 Mixed/multiple ethic groups: White and black Caribbean 

 Mixed/multiple ethic groups: White and black African 

 Mixed/multiple ethic groups: White and Asian 

 Mixed/multiple ethic groups: Other 

 Asian/Asian British: Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Sri Lankan 

 Asian/Asian British: Chinese 

 Asian/Asian British: Other 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British: African 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British: Caribbean 

 Black/African/Caribbean/Black British: Other 

 



 

 

10. What is your highest education level 

 GSCE/O-levels 

 A-levels 

 College degree 

 University undergraduate degree 

 Postgraduate degree 

 

11. What is your annual household income 

 Below £10 000 

 £10 000 to £30 000 

 £30 000 to £60 000 

 above £60 000 

 

12. Where is your main place of residence 

 Scotland 

 Wales 

 Northern Ireland 

 North East England 

 North West England 

 West Midlands 

 East Midlands 

 South West 

 South East 

 London 

 

13. What best describes your marital status 

 Single 

 With a partner 

 Married 

 Divorced 

 Widowed 

 

14. How many people live in your household (including yourself) 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 or more 

 

15. How many children do you have 

 0 



 

 

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 or more 

 

16. Are you on the government's high risk list for Coronavirus 

 Yes 

 No, but a household member is 

 No 

 Prefer to not say 

 

17. re you classified as a key worker during the current crisis 

 Yes 

 No, but someone in the household is 

 No 

 Prefer to not say 

 

18. Do you work in the health care sector 

 Yes 

 No 

 

19. Are you involved in the front line treatment and care of people during this Coronavirus pandemic? 

 Yes 

 No 

 

20. Are there any health care workers in your immediate family? 

 Yes 

 No 

 

21. How familiar are you with the health care sector 

Not familiar at all –––– Extremely familiar 

 

22. Have you, or are you intending to, register as an NHS volunteer during the Coronavirus pandemic? 

 Yes, have registered 

 Intending to register 

 No but have helped health-care workers in other ways 

 No 

 

23. Have you voluntarily helped others (non health care workers) during the Coronavirus pandemic. 

(Tick all that apply, if any.) 



 

 

 Helped friends and family 

 Helped neighbours 

 Volunteered for a charity 

 Volunteered for a community group 

 Other                

 

24. In 2019 did you do any voluntary work in the community. (Tick all that apply, if any.) 

 Helped neighbours 

 Helped friends and family 

 Volunteered for a charity 

 Volunteered for a community group 

 Other                

 

25. Generally speaking, would you say that most people can be trusted, or that you can't be too 

careful in dealing with people 

 Most people can be trusted 

 You can't be too careful in dealing with people 

 

26. How much of the time do you think you can trust the government in Westminster to do what is 

right 

 Hardly ever 

 Some of the time 

 Most of the time 

 Just about always 

 

27. Generally speaking, how much trust to do you have in the following people. Rate your answer from 

1 (no trust) to 7 (a great deal of trust). 

 

27.1 Members of Parliament 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

27.2 Conservative politicians 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

27.3 Labour politicians 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

27.4 Scientific experts 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

27.5 Health-care workers 



 

 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

27.6 Newspaper journalists 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

27.7 Television and radio presenters 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

27.8 Celebrities, e.g. sports stars 

1 No trust –––––– 7 A great deal of trust 

 

28. Have you or a member of your immediate family contracted Coronavirus 

 Yes 

 Probably yes 

 Probably not 

 No 

 

29. Have any friends, colleagues or classmates contracted Coronavirus? 

 Yes 

 Probably yes 

 Probably not 

 No 

 

30. Which of the following best represents your knowledge of the current government guidance on 

social distancing, ‘Stay at Home’ and ‘Be Alert’? 

 I am confident I know what the guidance says 

 I have not paid any attention to what the guidance says 

 I have tried to become informed of the guidance but it is confusing 

 I look to what friends and family are doing and learn from them 

 

31. Do you believe that you have followed government guidance on social distancing and ‘Stay at 

Home’ (tick all that apply) 

 Yes at all times 

 I have done things which may be inconsistent with the guidance in order to help a neighbour, family 

member etc. 

 I have done things which may be inconsistent with the guidance because of personal need, e.g. paid, 

non-essential work 

 I have done things which may be inconsistent with the guidance because I do not agree with aspects 

of the policy, e.g. gone for a drive in countryside 

 



 

 

32. Looking back at the development of the pandemic, which of the following have had the most positive 

psychological impact on how you think about it? (select up to 5) 

 The idea of herd immunity 

 Potential to obtain a vaccine 

 Announcement of social distancing measures 

 Messages to protect the NHS 

 Healthcare staff in the media 

 Messages from the government that the NHS can cope 

 Celebrities recovering from the virus 

 Friends or family recovering from the virus 

 That the virus appears relatively mild for children 

 Support package for workers and self-employed 

 Increased volunteering and community action 

 Decrease in pollution and traffic 

 Other         

 The Queen’s TV message 

 

33. Looking back at the development of the pandemic, which of the following have had the most negative 

psychological impact on how you think about it? (select up to 5) 

 The idea of herd immunity 

 School closures 

 Announcement of social distancing measures 

 Messages to protect the NHS 

 Healthcare staff in the media 

 Messages from the government 

 Celebrities being infected 

 Friends or family being infected 

 That the virus appears more serious for those with pre-existing conditions 

 Panic buying in the supermarkets 

 Stock market volatility  

 Price rises 

 The Prime Minister being admitted to intensive care 

 Other            

 

34. For the following questions we would like to you to rate the impact the Coronavirus has had on you 

from Strongly negative to Strongly positive  

 

34.1 You or your loved ones physical health 

Strongly negative  

 Negative 

 Neutral 



 

 

 Positive 

 Strongly positive 

 

34.2 Career and work 

Strongly negative  

 Negative 

 Neutral 

 Positive 

 Strongly positive 

 

34.3 Financial security 

Strongly negative  

 Negative 

 Neutral 

 Positive 

 Strongly positive 

 

34.4 Relationship between you and loved ones 

Strongly negative  

 Negative 

 Neutral 

 Positive 

 Strongly positive 

 

34.5 You or your loved ones mental health 

Strongly negative  

 Negative 

 Neutral 

 Positive 

 Strongly positive 

 

35. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements. 

 

35.1 There has been an over-reaction to Coronavirus 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

35.2 People are not worried enough about the effects of the virus 



 

 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

35.3 The pandemic will mean restrictions on ‘normal’ life for at least 6 months 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

35.4 The economic cost of restrictions is justified to save lives 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

35.5 Our priority should be to protect jobs and livelihoods 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

36. To what extent do you trust the following people/organisations to give you reliable information 

during the Coronavirus cisis. 

 

36.1 Members of parliament 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.2 Conservation politicians 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 



 

 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.3 Labour politicians 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.4 Supermarkets 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.5 National Health Service 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.6 Scientific advisors 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

 

36.7 Family and friends 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.8 Social media 

 Do not trust at all 



 

 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.9 Newspapers 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

36.10 TV and radio 

 Do not trust at all 

 Do not trust somewhat 

 Neutral 

 Trust somewhat 

 Trust completely 

 

37. In response to the Coronavirus pandemic the government has significantly increased spending to 

support business, people on low incomes and public services. To what extent do you agree with 

the following statements from Strongly disagree to strongly agree. 

 

37.1 The increase in spending was necessary 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

37.2 The spending was not announced quickly enough 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

37.3 Too much government money is being spent 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 



 

 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

37.4 The money is not being distributed quickly enough to where it is needed 

 Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

38. If it is necessary to choose, where would you most prioritise funding. Choose 2 options. 

 Poorest in society 

 Workers and self-employed who have lost employment 

 Small businesses that could go bankrupt 

 The NHS 

 

39. Which of the following best describes your expectations of what effect the current crisis will have on 

the economy in terms of jobs and wages 

 It will lead to a fundamental 

 decline in the economy lasting a decade 

 It will lead to a prolonged recession of at least a year 

 It will lead to a short recession and then the economy will rebound 

 The effect on the economy will be short lived 

 

40. The extra spending means that the government is currently spending much more than it takes in taxes, 

increasing debt. Once the crisis is over, if the government decides to cut the debt it has taken on, should 

it do so mainly by increasing taxes, by cutting public spending, or by a mixture of both? 

 Only by increasing taxes 

 Mainly by increasing taxes, but also cutting spending 

 An equal balance of spending cuts and tax increases 

 Mainly by cutting spending, but with some tax increases 

 Only by cutting spending 

 

41. When the crisis is over, do you think the government should return to what they planned before 

the crisis, or do you instead think that there ought to be a new programme of government 

introduced? 

 Business as usual 

 New programme of government 

 

42. Which of the following best describes what you hope will happen after the Coronavirus crisis in 

terms of government management of the economy (select up to 3) 



 

 

 Continue with increased government spending and support for vulnerable people 

 Continue with increased government spending and support for small business 

 Continue with increased government spending for public services 

 Return to how things were before the crisis 

 Reduce spending below the level before the crisis 

 

43. Did you buy more consumables (food, toilet roll etc.) as a result of the coronavirus pandemic 

 A lot more than usual 

 A little more 

 The same as usual 

 Less than usual 

 A lot less than usual 

 

44. How long do you think your existing food supplies would last without having to shop 

 Less than two days 

 Three to five days 

 Six to 10 days 

 11 to 20 days 

 More than 21 days 

 

45. Which factors have had the biggest influence on your shopping behaviour during the Coronavirus 

pandemic? (Select up to 3) 

 Fear there will be no food in the shops 

 Fear of catching Coronavirus while shopping 

 Planning in case I need to self isolate for a period of time 

 More difficult to travel to the shops 

 Less money to spend 

 Lack of clarity from the government on future policy 

 Children at home more 

 Cannot eat out as normal 

 Buying goods for a relative, neighbour or friend 

 Seeing other people go shopping 

 

46. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements. 

 

46.1 The pandemic has made me more aware of the importance of financial independence 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 



 

 

 

46.2 After the pandemic I will reduce my use of loans and credit card spending 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

46.3 After the pandemic I will spend more on entertainment goods and going out 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

46.4 The pandemic makes it more likely I will opt for risky financial options 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

46.5 After the pandemic I will be more likely to buy health insurance 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

47. Thinking about the supply of food and other essential items, to what extent do you agree or 

disagree with the following statements. 

 

47.1 It made sense for people to buy more food when Coronavirus came to the UK 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

47.2 Most people are behaving sensibly when shopping during the Coronavirus pandemic 

Strongly disagree 



 

 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

47.3 Food and essential items should be rationed by the government during the crisis 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

47.4 Food and essential items should be rationed by the government during the crisis 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

47.5 Priority should be given to healthcare workers even if I have less choice 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neither agree nor disagree 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

48 Who do you think can have most influence in making people behave responsibly when in 

supermarkets. (Select up to 3) 

 Politicians (e.g. Prime Minister) 

 Health leaders (e.g. Head of NHS England) 

 Health workers Celebrities 

 Supermarkets 

 Food suppliers 

 Family and friends 

 

49. Would you want a child to train to be a doctor or nurse in the future? 

Definitely not  –––––– Definite yes 

 

50. Which of the following reasons would make you more willing to encourage a child to work in 

healthcare? (Choose up to 3 options) 

 Family members already working in healthcare 



 

 

 Affected by recent news reports 

 Medical profession is valued 

 Medical staff have a high social status and respect 

 High income 

 Stable work and low risk of unemployment 

 Being part of public services 

 Offer support and help to others 

 Medical staff role in the Coronavirus pandemic 

 Other                       

 

51. Which of the following reasons would make you more reluctant to encourage a child to work in 

healthcare? (Choose up to 3 options) 

 Family members already working in healthcare  

 Affected by recent news reports 

 Medical staff have a low social status and respect 

 Low income 

 Uncertain working hours and need to be on duty/call 

 Exposure to viruses 

 Long period of training 

 Medical staff role in the Coronavirus pandemic 

 Other               

 

52. Has the coronavirus pandemic changed your views over whether you would want a child to work in 

health care 

Has made me much more negative –––––– Has made me much more positive 

 

53. What would best represent your preferences for a childs career choice 

 A stable job with job security even if the salary is lower 

 A job with higher wages even if that means job uncertainty 

 

54. What would best represent your preference over a childs career choice 

 Move far away from my home 

 Work near to my home 

 

55. Which best represents your preferences for a child's career choice 

 A relatively leisurely job with shorter working hours and more job freedom 

 A job which allows them to achieve something for the society 

 

56. In comparison to others, are you a person who is generally willing to take risks? Rate yourself on a 

7 point scale where 0 means completely unwilling to take risks and 7 means very willing to take 

risks. 



 

 

 

56.1 Take risks? 

 0 completely unwilling  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 Very willing 

 

57. In comparison to others, are you a person who is generally willing to give up something today to 

benefit from that in the future? Rate yourself on a 7 point scale where 0 means completely unwilling to 

give up something today and 7 means very willing to give up something today 

57.1 Give up today to benefit in the future? 

 0 completely unwilling  

 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 Very willing 

 

58. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements 

 

58.1 I put things off so long that my efficiency suffers 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neutral 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

58.2 If there is something I should do, I get to it before attending to lesser tasks 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neutral 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

58.3 When I should be doing one thing, I will do another 



 

 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neutral 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

58.4 I do everything when I believe it needs to be done 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neutral 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

59. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements 

 

59.1 People who break the law should be given stiffer sentences 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neutral 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

59.2 Schools should teach children to obey authority 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neutral 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

59.3 Young people today don’t have enough respect for traditional British values 

Strongly disagree 

 Disagree 

 Neutral 

 Agree 

 Strongly Agree 

 

60. For each of the following statements, please indicate the likelihood that you would engage in the 

described activity or behavior if you were to find yourself in that situation. Provide a rating from 

Extremely Unlikely to Extremely Likely. 

 

60.1 Admitting that your tastes are different from those of a friend 



 

 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

60.2 Donate blood 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

60.3 Disagreeing with an authority figure on a major issue 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

60.4 Participate in volunteer activities for a long time 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

60.5 Choosing a career that you truly enjoy over a more secure one 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

60.6 Driving a car without wearing a seat belt 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 



 

 

60.7 Speaking your mind about an unpopular issue in a meeting at work 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

60.8 Revealing a friend’s secret to someone else 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

60.9 Give seat to the old, weak, sick and pregnant on buses or metro 

 Extremely unlikely 

 Unlikely 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 

 Likely 

 Extremely likely 

 

61. Below is a collection of statements about your everyday experience. Using the 1-6 scale below, please 

indicate how frequently or infrequently you currently have each experience. Please answer according to 

what really reflects your experience rather than what you think your experience should be. 

 

61.1 I break or spill things because of carelessness, not paying attention, or thinking of something else 

 Almost always 

 Very frequently 

 Somewhat frequently 

 Somewhat infrequently 

 Very infrequently 

 Almost never 

 

61.2 I tend not to notice feelings of physical tension or discomfort until they really grab my attention 

 Almost always 

 Very frequently 

 Somewhat frequently 

 Somewhat infrequently 

 Very infrequently 

 Almost never 

 



 

 

61.3 It seems I am "running on automatic," without much awareness of what I'm doing 

 Almost always 

 Very frequently 

 Somewhat frequently 

 Somewhat infrequently 

 Very infrequently 

 Almost never 

 

61.4 I find myself preoccupied with the future or the past 

 Almost always 

 Very frequently 

 Somewhat frequently 

 Somewhat infrequently 

 Very infrequently 

 Almost never 

 

61.5 I snack without being aware that I'm eating 

 Almost always 

 Very frequently 

 Somewhat frequently 

 Somewhat infrequently 

 Very infrequently 

 Almost never 
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