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Materials and Methods 5 

For the media analysis, using the software Nexis, we searched for newspaper articles only, 6 

excluding newswires. The time range used was from 01/01/2001 to 20/07/2020, with the start 7 

year of 2001 representing the first year that discussion of BECCS was published (17). The Nexis 8 

‘moderate similarity’ grouping function was used to remove duplicates from our results. 9 

We used the following search terms: ‘bioenergy with carbon capture and storage’, ‘BECCS’, 10 

‘bioenergy and carbon capture and storage’, ‘bioenergy with CCS’, ‘bioenergy and CCS’. These 11 

terms were searched for in the top ten circulating national newspapers found in each 12 

geographical location. 13 

Using the Nexis UK National Newspapers category, the ten UK newspapers used were: The 14 

Guardian, The Times, The Sunday Times, The Independent, The Daily Mail and Mail on 15 

Sunday, MailOnline, The Daily Telegraph (London), telegraph.co.uk, The Mirror (The Daily 16 

Mirror and The Sunday Mirror), The Observer (London). For California, we used the top ten 17 

circulating newspapers available through the database specific to California, as well as the top 18 

three circulating US newspapers, to supplement the fewer results that were provided by the 19 

Californian newspapers. These 13 newspapers were: Los Angeles Times, The Mercury News 20 

(California), Orange County Register (California), Contra Costa Times, The Fresno Bee, 21 

Investor's Business Daily, The San Diego Union-Tribune, La Opinion, San Gabriel Valley 22 

Tribune (San Gabriel Valley, CA), The Daily News of Los Angeles, San Bernardino Sun 23 
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(California). The addition of national US newspapers did not lead to any new storylines but 24 

reinforced existing ones found in the Californian newspapers. 25 

We found 68 US results in total: 33 from Californian newspapers, as well as seven from the New 26 

York Times, and 28 from the USA Today. For the UK, we found 96 results across the ten 27 

newspapers. 28 

All storylines identified were represented in at least 5 articles and across annual timelines (i.e. no 29 

storyline was present in newspaper articles in just one year). Furthermore, each of the identified 30 

storylines was found to have been made by multiple stakeholders or actors. At the same time, it 31 

must be acknowledged that these storylines are not exclusive, as public discourse can manifest 32 

itself in different media forms and is not restricted to newspapers. Nevertheless, this analysis 33 

enabled us to gain a broad overview of the different storylines present in the public discourse of 34 

BECCS. 35 

The full Nexis database created and used can be found provided at the request of the authors. 36 


