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1 Instruction screenshots

Screen 1

Screen 2 (Control group)
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Screen 2 (Motivation treatment)
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Screen 3 (Control group)
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Screen 3 (Motivation treatment)
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Screen 4

Screen 5
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Screen 6
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2 Unrestricted sample analysis

Treatment
M-W test Row Total

Control Motivation

Comprehension

No
36.16 47.20 p = 0.002 41.85

(24.86) [77] (24.87) [82] z=-3.04 (25.39) [159]

Yes
42.26 42.77 p = 0.984 42.49

(20.81) [128] (22.40) [111] z=0.02 (21.52) [239]

M-W test p = 0.017 p = 0.176 p = 0.504

z=2.40 z=1.35 z=0.67

Column Total
39.97 44.65 p = 0.047 42.24

(22.55) [205] (23.52) [193] z=1.99 (23.12) [398]

Table 1: Mann-Whitney tests for comparing means of boxes opened by groups and subgroups gen-

erated by treatments (control and motivation) and comprehension (yes or no). Standard deviations

are in round parentheses. Numbers of observations are in squared brackets. The tested hypothesis

is that the mean of boxes opened by one group does not differ from the mean of boxes opened in

the other group.
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Dependent variable: Model Model Model

Mean of boxes opened (1) (2) (3)

Motivation (treatment) 4.726∗∗ 11.04∗∗∗ 10.45∗∗∗

(2.322) (3.940) (3.711)

Comprehension (correct answer) 0.887 6.102∗ 6.729∗∗

(2.434) (3.375) (3.127)

Motivation × Comprehension -10.53∗∗ -10.06∗∗

(4.842) (4.612)

Female 0.469

(2.300)

Age 0.351

(0.234)

Self-assessment of risk love 3.240∗∗∗

(0.556)

Constant 39.41∗∗∗ 36.16∗∗∗ 8.191

(2.316) (2.829) (8.060)

Observations 398 398 398

Adjusted R2 0.006 0.016 0.103

Table 2: Linear regressions where the dependent variable is the number of boxes opened in the

BRET. Motivation is a dummy variable taking value 1 if the subject is in the treatment group;

Comprehension is a dummy variable taking value 1 if the subject has correctly answered the question

about the probability implied by the BRET; Female is a dummy variable taking value 1 if the subject

is a woman; Age is equal to the number of years of the subject; Self-reported willingness to take risk

is a variable between 0 and 10 where 10 is the maximum willingness to take risk. Robust standard

errors are reported in parenthesis. Statistical significance is indicated as follows: ∗ p < 0.1, ∗∗

p < 0.05, ∗∗∗ p < 0.01.
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