
FGD FOR MEN ABOVE 25 YEARS 

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

No Study ID Age Marital Status Education 

level 

Religion 

1 041 44 Married S.3 Catholic 

2 042 42 Married P.6 Anglican 

3 043 35 Married S.5 Anglican 

4 044 37 Married P.5 Catholic 

5 045 43 Married P.6 Catholic 

6 046 39 Married P.4 Anglican 

7 047 46 Married S.6 Anglican 

8 048 43 Married S.4 Muslim 

9 049 46 Married S.4 Muslim 

 

Interviewer: The first question is, what do you understand by the term male 

circumcision? 

Respondent 8: First of all, male circumcision is to help in maintaining personal hygiene, 

secondly is preventing sexually transmitted diseases 

Respondent 5: For me, male circumcision I also understand it as being clean, maintaining 

personal hygiene and preventing sexually transmitted diseases. 

Respondent 3: I think I won’t differ from that the rest have said, I also understand it the 

same way 

Respondent 6: Circumcision also helps in our families 

Respondent 8: Then the other thing is that people used to know that getting circumcised is 

becoming a Muslim. But now since the ministry of health came in to educate the masses, that 

is why now people associate circumcision to personal hygiene. But some are still ignorant 

thinking that circumcision is converting you into a Muslim 



Respondent 2: Some people say when they circumcise you, you fail to get healed. 

Interviewer: Now in this region of Hoima, which words do people usually use to mean male 

circumcision? 

Respondent 8: Now ministry of health started by announcing it over the radios, then during 

parties, they would teach people and telling them about the benefits of male circumcision. To 

prevent sexually transmitted diseases because that covering hides a lot of germs and 

infections. Then we have NGOs like Marie stopes then those also use radios 

Interviewer: Okay, how about the terms that people usually use to mean male 

circumcision? 

Respondent 8: Some people say kusara (cutting), others may say kusiramurwa, others say 

kukomora, for the baganda when they usually come around informing the public on moving 

vehicles, using such words. 

Respondent 1: There is a time the police came at the hospital doing circumcision. The truth 

is I was number two in the line for circumcision, I had gone, but when I was hearing out, 

when they circumcised the first person and he shouted in pain, I said eh ..., it seems these 

people are not giving anesthesia and they were also telling us that after circumcision, you lose 

manpower. 

Interviewer: Who was telling you those words? 

Respondent 1: Those who had been circumcised. 

Respondent 4: What number 1 has said is what I wanted to say. 

Respondent 3: Let me also add on the same thing. The truth is we usually fear to come for 

circumcision at the hospital for those people who come from ministry of health. Some people  

prefer going to the Muslims for circumcision because we hear; just like the way number 1 has 



said that people get circumcised and sometimes they lose manpower and completely lose 

their families, some people even go when they are still young before marrying and then 

completely fail to get families/ marry. Now for us men above fourty, what are we going to do, 

because they tell us the medicines that you inject us are very strong, you might end up killing 

our genitals, what are we going to do, what are you going to change, may be it is the truth, 

may be it is not, it will be you to tell us 

Interviewer: We shall respond to the questions at the end 

Respondent 3: For me, I was saying that for those of us above 40 years, the moment we get 

circumcised, we lose our man power. 

Number 5: Yes, I also have something to say. I am not differing form the rest. Majority of 

the people when they get circumcised, they say they lose their man power, those are not 

circumcised by Muslims but those circumcised by ministry of health, they say, their man 

power has reduced. And the other thing, reproduction, reproductive capability. For example, 

if some one intended to have like five or six children, he finds him delivering only 4 or 3 

Number 7:Now for example at our age when they find that may be you have diabetes, and 

then you go and tell them you want to be circumcised and then they ask you that which 

disease usually disturbs you and then you say you have diabetes, they say for you no, we 

might cause other problems. They say they mighty circumcise you and the wound fails to 

heal 

Number 1: For me I had my son and he was circumcised from hospital 

Interviewer: At school, which people circumcised him? People from the hospital? 

Respondent 1: They just came. 

Interviewer: Didn’t he tell you who had circumcised? 



Respondent 1: They just came to school and did the circumcision. He didn’t know where 

they came from. But for me, I actually got a problem because we ended up in the hospital and 

he was almost starting to get rotten. They told me to keep nursing the wound with warm 

water but the situation was just worsening. 

Interviewer: But how about now, is he fine? 

Respondent 1: He got fine but I don’t know. He is ten years. But I don’t if he is man power 

won’t be affected. Nowadays, I actually fear the circumcision more. 

Respondent 2: I also have a son who was circumcised from school. 

Interviewer: But they didn’t tell you who had circumcised him? 

Respondent 2: You would just see a vehicle bringing him back from school and they tell you 

that they have circumcised him 

Interviewer: And the school didn’t also tell you? 

Respondent: Even at school they didn’t tell me but I usually keep checking on him in the 

morning and I see the penis erecting. 

Interviewer: Now, these things of circumcision, apart from today, have you heard about 

them before? 

Chorus: Yes 

Interviewer: Okay, where did you hear these things from? 

Respondent 3: For me I have seen vehicles moving around with loud speakers and saying 

that parents, you bring your children to school tomorrow, we shall be doing circumcision for 

children 



Respondent 6: I also herd about circumcision being advertised over the radio, saying you 

should get circumcised, circumcision is not only for Muslims, and we need to be clean and 

maintain personal hygiene 

Respondent 2: For me the research I have conducted on circumcision, I have come to 

appreciate that the Muslims are the ones who do better circumcision. 

Respondent 1: I will not also differ from number 2; it is the Muslims who circumcise people 

and they get well. 

Respondent 3: Just like I had earlier said, we are fearing/scared to come that side of yours 

(medical). That is why we are saying that the Muslim mighty do the circumcision better. 

Respondent 1: Now when the police/army came to circumcise people, after conducting the 

circumcision, they didn’t come back. So I wonder why they didn’t come back to circumcise 

others? Maybe they just wanted to have those they had circumcised to completely lose their 

man power  

Chorus: Laughing 

Interviewer: Were they moving around or? 

Respondent 1: They were stationed at the hospital and did circumcision for the whole day. 

They came with combats and started working 

Interviewer: Does it mean they forcing people or? 

Respondent 1: No, they were not forcing. I had also gone but after hearing someone crying 

loudly, I ran away. 

Respondent 6: For me I also think that it seems they just send those people from their studies 

to come and do training on people 



Interviewer: Okay, now in this region of Bunyoro, which people are usually involved in 

circumcision/ taken up circumcision? Which people? 

Chorus: The Muslims 

Interviewer: Apart from the Muslims, which other people have been involved/ taken up 

circumcision, maybe we could in terms of age groups, are there people that have been 

involved? 

Respondent 7: May be the young children that we have just delivered. You might deliver 

him and then a group that is education on circumcision comes up, so if the parent welcomes 

the idea, they leave the facility when the child is circumcised 

Interviewer: Is there any other category? 

Respondent 8: Even the youth. Most times, they are getting circumcised. I think 

circumstances come and they be charting together. But you usually find the older men fearing 

because of the reasons that they have given you. That because they lose their man power. 

Older men are scared. 

Respondent 2: but even today, when you go o meet a woman (have sexual intercourse), she 

wants a man who is circumcised 

Respondent 3: I am also saying that most times, we circumcise the children when they are 

still young because we hear that when a child is circumcised, they can’t take him into the 

lake/water (for sacrifice). So, even that is an important issue regarding circumcision for 

children. They circumcise for that reason, not saying that maybe they want to change the 

child into Muslim or may be for personal hygiene but for the other reason. 

Respondent 5: What I wanted to say has been said by number 3 

Respondent 4: All has been said 



Respondent 2: It is the same thing 

Interviewer: Now we said that it is older men who have not got involved in 

circumcision, isn’t it, now, these older which reasons apart from fear; because said they 

fear, is there any other reason that discourage/stop them from involving/ taking up 

circumcision? 

Respondent 7: What I am saying, just like my colleagues have been saying some of them get 

fear, some want to get circumcised but they have diseases for example diabetes. Then they 

are told we won’t circumcise you because of that disease 

Interviewer: Is there any other reason that might be sopping them? 

Respondent 3: Some of us are scared, truth be told. We might lose all our man power, yet we 

not yet very old to say that we can no longer have sexual intercourse. So, that is what we are 

scared of, not to lose our families 

Respondent 9: Then the other thing that scares older people is that when they are 

circumcising at the hospital, they first give medicine for anesthesia 

Interviewer: So, when Muslims are circumcising, don’t they give anesthesia and put 

stiches 

Respondent 5: When Muslims are circumcising, they don’t give anesthesia, they cut and 

finish cutting, then you go home, sometimes they give some drugs, they don’t put anything 

else, they don’t even put stiches. 

Respondent 1: Then the other… Now like or me what can stop me from going for 

circumcision is work. We do a lot of work. Now, you go and get circumcised and then spend 

like one week or two weeks sitting at home, not working. So, that also stops me from going 

for circumcision when I want to go for work 



Respondent 2: For me at my age I am scared of getting circumcised and then fail to heal 

Interviewer: Then there are some people who say that when a man gets circumcised, he 

becomes promiscuous, whoever women he sees he wants to be with her, is that true? 

Respondent 8: The reason they say so is that some people think that when you are 

circumcised, you don’t get any disease that is why they be like that 

Respondent 4: Nothing to say 

Respondent 2: Nothing to say 

Respondent 5: For me, what I want to say is that when he is circumcised, he has a lot of man 

power, truth be told. Do you understand? When one is one circumcised, I think the other 

cover reduces his man power, but when he is circumcised, he has a lot of man power. 

Interviewer: But you earlier said that those who are circumcised are the ones who have 

less/ who lose man power 

Respondent 5: No, what we meant was that in case, you get circumcised earlier in life. Just 

like this one said, when you are still young, but now if they circumcise you when you are old, 

you lose it. But also heard some rumors that ministry of health people have a nerve that, let 

me speak this out, they have a nerve that they cut, that is why they put stiches. So, when a 

person like this goes there… because they show us and say mister have you seen, what they 

have done to my penis, they have shortened it, and when the person is healing the penis keeps 

shortening. 

Interviewer: So, does it mean that people who say that when you get circumcised your 

penis becomes short are telling the truth? 

Respondent 5: Yes, it is true. Because for me I have a son. My son was circumcised from 

school in p.6. When they circumcised him, the penis was long before circumcision, but after 



circumcision, the penis became shorter. She showed the mother and said, mummy you see 

they have spoilt my penis 

Respondent 9: Then the other reason as to why people say that circumcised men are 

promiscuous is that women enjoy circumcised men more than the non-circumcised ones. So, 

they keep asking sex from them all the time. 

Respondent 7: You know in our creation, there is a way God Made us, there is some thing 

that likes like a thread towards the end of the penis. So, I think it is that thing that the ministry 

of health people put stitches in because it looks like the junction of a stitched piece. 

Interviewer: Now, which reasons can encourage people to go for circumcision? 

Respondent 8: The first reason is that when someone is circumcised, they have less chances 

of getting diseases like HIV/AIDS, so that forces one to go for circumcision. Then there are 

others who get STIs and they keep scratching themselves even in the outer skin of the penis, 

so this forces them to go and have the outer skin removed to avoid scratching. I think those 

are the reasons that force people to go for circumcision 

Respondent 5: The first thing I want to say. Those who are circumcised… when you are 

circumcised you can even spend a week; you can go to a place which doesn’t have water. 

When he goes to field, even if he just gets his small pant without water and cleans around the 

bad smell goes away and he can even spend a week 

Respondent 3: For me, what I want to add on is that by the time a man starts smelling to that 

extent, he can be having his own other diseases specially STDs. Other wise you are not 

supposed to be smelling. 

Chorus: [Unclear sound] (laughing) 



Respondent 7: You know these things have a challenge madam, because when they cut off 

the outer skin, that thing (penis) is also plain receiving proper aeration and drying up well, 

but when the skin is not cut off, the other thing (penis) keeps inside when it is soft. So, when 

you go and urinate in a hurry, the urine that remains in the urethra ends up in that outer skin 

and then keeps dirt. Now that is the advantage inn circumcising. 

Respondent 8: Some men, the way people this side like beating the xylophone, I hope you 

have understood me (hitting the penis on the clitoris) during sexual intercourse, so the one 

circumcised does it better than the one who is not circumcised and he doesn’t get injured. But 

someone who is not circumcised can not do it for long and fail to get injured 

Respondent 6: For me the other thing that has encouraged people is that ministry of health 

goes around educating people about circumcision on the radio, TV, so also that helps to 

inform people of the good things ahead  

Respondent 2: For me if I can get someone who does the circumcision and I heal in about 2 

weeks; I can get circumcised 

Respondent 9: Madam, the other thing is that some men have also started forcing men, that 

they have to get circumcised 

Respondent 3: For me what I am saying is… as for me on my own, for me the way I see the 

challenges I might get after circumcision, for me there is nothing I see that can force me to 

for circumcision, but I have my man power, it is not like I am smelling, like the other person 

said, so for me I don’t see anything forcing me to go circumcision 

Respondent 4: Now for me I am asking that from this health talk, are there any preparations 

that you have made for us so that we come for circumcision, or you just came to ask us? 



Interviewer: We have come to ask for your views and to also encourage you that 

circumcision is an important thing just like the way we have been discussing, you have 

seen its advantages. 

Respondent 4: Now the other thing is that now if we go for circumcision then after we go 

home and sit for? 

Interviewer: No, you don’t just sit home, you nurse the wound for about two weeks or 

one week and a half, depending on someone’s body and then you come back and work 

Respondent 4: Now for us who learn little money at a time (bamufunampora), and you have 

to earn every day to go for work, in that one week, what would I do? 

Interviewer: Now that is where the problem is but if you think that it is really 

important, you can decide to work extra hard and save before the day of circumcision, 

so that you are not over constrained during that time. 

Respondent 4: Now you see for the boda-boda men, some of us have groups where do daily 

savings that we later take to the bank. So, when I spend a week, where will I get the money to 

make daily savings? 

Interviewer: I understand but I think you can make groups among yourselves and may 

be help each other 

Respondent 7: Let me respond to him a little. You know this thing was brought simply 

because government realized its importance. Now what you have just said, you might be 

riding the motorcycle but if you are circumcised, you can not sit well on the motorcycle and 

ride it. Because every time you fall into a pit hole on the road, the trouser touches in the 

wound and causes you pain. So, the reason as to why government introduced circumcision 

was to reduce the chances of the disease. 



Interviewer: Okay, lets continue, now they do male circumcision at that hospital, isn’t 

it, now I want you to tell me some of the challenges that people face in trying to access 

circumcision services. Maybe we can talk about the long distances, maybe you go and 

fail to find the health workers, may be the health workers’ attitude, are there any 

challenges? 

Respondent 8: The challenges that they find, I think people who go to Boma (hospital), first 

of all is the long line, men usually don’t want to make long lines, you find those who are 

conducting the circumcision sessions are few people. Some times people go when they have 

their targets of spending there around 15 or 20 minutes but end up spending there about six 

hours. Secondly, someone might go there wanting to keep it private and confidential, then 

you find people just exposed in an open place, they fail to put them in private place where 

they do the circumcision from. So, you find that where the tent has been located, whoever 

goes to the hospital sees every one, and start saying, also that one has gone for circumcision, 

also that one has never been circumcised. So, it requires that at Boma, there should be a safe 

private place, where people can go for circumcision privately, spend less time, get worked on 

and then they back home. It is the same reason people fail to go for HIV testing, saying that is 

usually a long line. Some people want to reach, get worked on immediately and then leave. 

So that time, you also find that the people who work on circumcision keep telling people that 

you first wait for this line, you go to the other line and it takes one like six hours waiting to be 

circumcised. Then the other thing is that people go thinking that when they get circumcised, 

the wound will be an easy one to nurse but now time for leaving, he went riding himself on 

the motorcycle but now when coming back he can’t ride the motorcycle or he might even fail 

to walk. And when there is no any transport means that the hospital has prepared to transport 

circumcised people back to their homes. If they had transport means to take people back to 



their homes, one would at least consider going for the circumcision. I think that is where the 

problem is. 

Respondent 1: We have two rich men who used to take boda-boda men for circumcision. 

They would take them for circumcision, take them in their homes and look after them until 

they are healed and then they would also look at their families. They would then come back 

to work when they are fully healed. 

Respondent 2: Is there such an arrangement that can be done for us as boda-boda men? 

Interviewer: I don’t have an answer to that question. I am not in position to answer that 

question now. 

Respondent 7: The challenge is that, just like he has said. In case government was making an 

effort and at least say in Lusaka LC, this is where we are going to work, and then they come 

and circumcise you from your home, you might be patient for a week or two. When you are 

at home, things become easy, I think it is that transport that usually disturbs. 

Respondent 6: What I am also saying is [sound unclear]. You see this long trouser, you come 

in it from very far for circumcision and when time for going back comes I think you need a 

free cloth. So, it if were possible, they would be conducting the circumcisions from our 

homes and then they give us big trousers to put on 

Respondent 3: For me I think that some people are really hard to be told and they get 

convinced to go for circumcision. So, I don’t know what you are going to do. You know 

when some one is already old it really becomes hard. You know it is easier to unbend a tree 

when it is still young, when you try to unbend it when it is already grown, it just breaks. It 

might not be easy for me to go for circumcision but I might easily take my own son for 

circumcision. For me I think, let’s keep like that and encourage the young ones we have 

delivered to go for circumcision. So, that the future generation can be of circumcised ones. 



Interviewer: Okay, are there any cultural reasons that discourage boda-boda riders 

from going for circumcision? 

Respondent 8: Here in Bunyoro, we don’t have such cultural beliefs. That when you get 

circumcised, there is cultural belief, we don’t have those cultural beliefs. Maybe what can 

discourage, you find one thinking that if they circumcise my son, since he has always wanted 

to get circumcised, and saying that for me I will convert to Muslims, but scared of being 

circumcised, but now when he gets circumcised, the parent thinks that the child might turn to 

Muslim. So, like some families, if one is a staunch catholic and thinks that if they circumcise 

this boy, he will surely end up converting to Muslim, he is likely to stop him. But saying that 

there are some cultural beliefs that discourage here in Bunyoro, I have never heard about 

them. 

Interviewer: How about your woman/wife stopping you from going for circumcision or 

forcing you to go? 

Respondent 7: That is there. Because if I am a catholic or protestant and I meet a lady called 

Suadah and she tells that I truly love you and then she puts a condition for me that she wants 

me circumcised, then I will definitely go for circumcision 

Interviewer: So, it there any other thing that stops/discourages, let’s say nay be in terms 

of religion, may be people at home stop you, something like that? 

Respondent 8: There are some people with strong faith in their religions. For example, you 

can find a staunch catholic or Anglican or Pentecostal who insists that his child cannot be 

circumcised 

Respondent 9: The religious faith that usually disturbs is the one of Bisaka (faith of unity). 

They stop their followers from being circumcised. 



Interviewer: Now for us the boda-boda riders are there any financial concerns that 

discourage/stop us from getting circumcised? 

Respondent 7: You will find that there are some boda-boda men who ride motorcycles that 

are for the rich men, their bosses, so when they go for circumcision and have to spend 1 or 2 

weeks not working yet they have to give money to your boss on a daily basis and yet the boss 

may not be willing to spend the week or two weeks without receiving money, they find it 

hard to go for circumcision. And it the same source of income for your basic needs including 

food and when you go, you find when the motorcycle has been given to another person. 

Respondent 5: For me what I am saying, I won’t differ from my colleagues. You will spend 

like two weeks at home not earning anything, you find you have a family at home, feeding 

alone, what you earn that day is what you spend on food. So, it becomes very hard for me to 

go for circumcision and spend two weeks without working. That is why this one initially 

asked that for those of us who earn daily, and what we earn is what we spend on food, is there 

any program for us. For example, you can come out and say when we circumcise you, 

government will give you something, may be like 10 kg of posho, so that you can first rest 

and heal completely. Because I will spend one week at home and feel like I am better, then 

put on the trouser and get on the motorcycle to go and work on a road that is full of pit holes 

and the penis will start bleeding again. 

Respondent 1: That is why I was initially telling you, I have two boda-boda men that I 

know, they circumcised them, and then they gave each 150,000/=, it was long ago and that 

money was a lot, so they went and stayed at rich men’s places. They would eat what they 

want and their families were also doing well, so that is why I am also raising that issue, do 

you understand? 



Respondent 3: That is why I initially said that may be talking to us and we get our young 

children and they be the ones to be circumcised. But for us we have debts, the motorcycles 

are not ours, we have families, we have children who are in school, we have a lot of 

responsibilities, so sitting home for a period of two weeks, is very long. May be if 

government can put in funds just like the same way they put a lot of money in corona  

Interviewer: Okay, I have now understood, now the second last question is for you what 

are your thoughts about people who are circumcised? 

Chorus: He is doing well (kyesima) (laughing) 

Respondent 7: The circumcised one, for me my thoughts about him is that he has higher 

chances of not contracting HIV, he might also survive things like cancer and STIs. He has 

better chances of remaining well more than us who are not circumcised because truly after 

this person has sexual intercourse, the penis comes out clean but for me when I do, my penis 

comes out with all the germs in the outer skin. 

Respondent 1: For one, someone who is circumcised, I don’t have any thoughts about him, 

because for me, I only think about my self and how to protect myself, not to think about other 

people  

Chorus: (Crowd laughing) 

Respondent 8: For what I think about a person who is circumcised is doing well.  I think that 

is why they even say they are promiscuous. You see even they say that some one is 

circumcised has less chances of causing cervical cancer to a woman. That is why you see 

women like them a lot. Women always want to go for circumcised me, some non-circumcised 

men actually complain that circumcised men have taken over their wives 



Respondent 7: For me I look at that thing as politics. Because when you look backwards, the 

number of Muslims who have always been circumcised and the people who haven’t been 

circumcised, does it mean that cancer has just been discovered? For me, I just look at that as 

politics. It is just encouraging people to go for circumcision. 

Respondent 1: For me I am also disagreeing with what number 8 said, there is someone I 

saw who had cancer of the cervix and yet she was a Muslim with a circumcised husband, now 

where did she get the cancer from? 

Chorus: From prostitution (crowd laughing) 

Respondent 7: What I am adding, you know God’s things are complicated. Some times for 

me I think God has a reason as to why he left that outer covering. The I also compare it with 

our mouths, that if we take long without breathing our teeth, the mouth smells, so even us if 

we don’t bath well, of course the body has to bring out that bad smell. So, what I am trying to 

say is that for the non- circumcised men during sexual intercourse they have a limit as the 

outer skin stops them while for the circumcised men, they just go straight without anything 

stopping them and they end up reaching the uterus and hitting it. (crowd laughing) 

Respondent 1: For me what I see is that for us the non-circumcised men, we are very clean. 

First of all, we have a covering. Secondly, if I am going to the bathroom to bath, I start by 

removing my pant and put it aside, then I remove the outer covering put soap and wash it, 

then after I wash my pant and then carry my towel and leave the bathroom. Which means for 

us who are not circumcised we are cleaner. Regarding causing cancer of the cervix, for us we 

go slowly and the circumcised ones go very fast (crowd laughing) 

Interviewer: Now these are not our thoughts, what do you think society thinks about 

people who are circumcised? 



Respondent 1: We don’t trust those circumcised men because of their speed. Even if I found 

him at my place with my wife, I don’t even know what I would do, that circumcised man 

(crowd laughing) 

Respondent 8: A circumcised man first of all, he has higher chances of preventing STDs, 

then the way women like circumcised men, he has chances of getting women more than 2 or 

3 and without transmitting any diseases to them 

Respondent 3: The truth is that it is not only a circumcised person that is liked by women or 

he is the one who has chances of getting women. We also have them but we are not 

circumcised. And I also have the ability to get all the women that I want and I would be 

impressed about my sexual performance. The there is also a problem of “burring someone 

when he is alive” (misleading people). When you are telling someone, try to explain to them, 

some people think that when you are circumcised, you get any disease, but people are so 

many, my friends, some of them are Muslims, they have died of HIV; yet they were 

circumcised, so please circumcise the people but also explain to them very well. We still need 

to stay with those people. 

Respondent 6: What I am saying, people are not circumcised. People who are not 

circumcised usually protect themselves against HIV. I compare it with a close house and an 

open house, you find that is easier for a thief to enter an open house and steal, then for the 

closed house, it hard for the thief to enter, so it is similar with those who are circumcised, 

they say after all, I got circumcised and he ends up with any woman, so you find him 

acquiring HIV 

Respondent 8: What stops people from getting circumcised is that kind of thinking among 

the adult/older men. So, it is very hard to convince this person to go for circumcision 

because, he gives a lot of reasons not to go. That for me, God created me as whole, now like 



telling xx to go for circumcision is very hard because God created him with it. But majority 

of the youth don’t have such reasoning. So, what has stopped many people is such reasoning 

Respondent 9: That one (respondent 3) also has something that he wanted to talk about but 

didn’t finish it. That you burry someone when he is alive. Because of that skin that they cut 

off. 

Respondent 3: No, I didn’t mean that 

Respondent 9: It is fine if you didn’t mean that but there are some people who say that skin 

that is removed and then buried, it means that they have buried some part of you 

Respondent 8: Some one who has a got a chance and got circumcised, majority educate and 

say that you have like 60% of not getting HIV. They haven’t said that a circumcised person 

doesn’t get HIV, he gets, but they say out of 100% you have 60% of not getting the disease. 

At least try and get the 60% and then you get a way of trying to get the remaining 40% of 

preventing the disease. 

Respondent 7: For me, I think those things of circumcision came as an era but even when 

someone is not circumcised, he remains fine. For the reason, I will give you an example, I 

once saw people that had been kidnapped by Konny and he cut off their lips, and these 

people’s teeth were out even when they were not laughing. That is even far-fetched, there are 

times when you see a child brough back form the facility after sustaining an injury on the 

lips, even when they do suturing, he still doesn’t look good. For me, giving me food that has 

been open for long like this bottle I wouldn’t take it 

Respondent 8: That is the reason that has stopped older men from getting circumcised. 

Respondent 7: And I end by saying that madam if you are dressed poorly, there is no any 

attraction that you get from me. Let me give you an example, those Muslim women, you find 



them dressed very well, so we also stat imagining that what is inside must be good. But now 

this thing that is always cut, you always know that you are going to find it already cut. 

Chorus: (Crowd laughing) 

Respondent 5: These colleagues of ours should leave these things. Because the other one 

talked about things to do with circumcision, now this one seems like disagreeing with him, so 

me I am suggesting that all of us should accept and get circumcised 

Respondent 8: For me I would request. I think when ministry of health listens to the thinking 

of older men, they have a responsibility to put in more efforts to health educate them to see 

that they have been helped. Because if someone still thinks that if he is not circumcised, he is 

still hygienic, he is doing well, yet ministry of health found out that circumcision is very 

important, it needs you to put in more efforts in health educating these older men  

Respondent 9: For me what I have noticed during this discussion, things that are stopping 

people are two things. The first thing is that older people have fear. Fear is what they have. 

The second thing is earning/ income, those are two things. But I think whoever is here and is 

not yet circumcised would wish to be circumcised 

Respondent 1: For me I want to disagree with what number 8 said. The reason for not going 

for circumcision is not our thinking. We people learn very little money, yet we have a lot of 

responsibilities, so if we go for circumcision and spend two weeks without working, they will 

asking for their money the other side, for me I was asking that you should come and 

circumcise us and get us some money to take us through a period of two weeks 

Respondent 3: Me, I am saying it should not just be some little money, it should be a lot of 

money, we have a lot of responsibilities. And I would request that people from the ministry of 

health you should go and do more research about the causes of these diseases they talk about 

like cancer of the cervix. Because, I was wondering why these diseases didn’t affect our 



grand parents but now showing up in this dotcom era, yet these people were getting sick just 

like people get sick today. They should do more research and not just rely on one thing, the 

outer skin of the penis 

Respondent 5: For me what I am ending with. Depending whether you have been sent by 

government or company or project, it seems government has done research among non-

circumcised people and discovered that incase they get circumcised, there can be such and 

such a change. Just like this one has said, let it be a lot of money not just little money [sound 

unclear] 

Respondent 8: Even us who are circumcised, give us something (money) and we go out and 

educate people about the benefits of circumcision. And for you, you will not manage to 

health educate some people, because for us we understand them better. We will educate, take 

them through the issues about circumcision, I spread to them the gospel and they accept 

Respondent 1: Now like the way you have invited us, aren’t we going to receive some 

money, if we went there and told them that we got some money, this whole place would get 

filled up. But now if you came to health educate me without giving me any money and then 

also tell me to get circumcised without giving me any money, you can’t see them anywhere. 

Just like I told you, when I had gone for circumcision and then I heard someone crying 

loudly, the first and the second time, I said for me, I cannot be here, I stood up, then the 

policeman asked me what do you want, and I just told him that I was coming back. The I ran 

back home (Crowd laughing). So, even you when come to circumcise us without giving us 

anything, you will only circumcise two, and the rest will run away. But if you give us some 

money, you will circumcise everyone, you go back with a whole big sack full of skins from 

the penis. Circumcision is really needed but the money to leave home for our families 

Respondent 8: Boda-boda men, your problem is poverty. 



Respondent 3: It is not even about us boda-boda men being poor. No! A poor person is 

someone who cannot help himself. For me I can work for myself, only that we have a lot of 

responsibilities. So, at this time, for me to allow you to cut my fore skin without giving me 

anything, I cannot accept, how would I survive, what would I give my family at home, would 

they eat soil, just because I got circumcised? After having my fore skin for 35 years, how 

come I am not yet dead? I would rather remain with my fore skin than making my people 

suffer  

Respondent 1: For me, this is my thinking, for you, you said you are a student studying from 

Makerere, did you just decide to come during the Corona period when are very poor? 

Interviewer: No, the reason as to why I have come now…, in fact, I first came here in January 

at the start of the year when we were going back to school. So, I was preparing to come back 

here in March, but now when corona problems came, and they kept on extending lockdown 

without transport means, that is why. 

Respondent 8: Now just like the way you have done this research; you should come back 

and help us educate these older men and they get circumcised. About money, you should ask 

the government and get a way of lobbying. You will may be give them like 150,000/= but 

you should circumcise them. Only that when these organizations of IDI and reproductive 

come and circumcise people, every man has his complaint, the one who used to go for like 

three rounds, now tells that he can only go one round, or even he fails to finish the one round, 

before you know it, he fails  in the middle of the game. What brings that? Some people tell us 

that it’s the medicine that they inject them. You know sometimes the whites send you, the 

Africans our colleagues, so that you can control our reproduction. 

Respondent 7: That is why may be if they shift and allow the Muslims to do the 

circumcision not you people who went to school and studied those things. You betray us, tell 



us that you have been educated and then the whites give you money and you take bribes to 

control our reproduction rate. Because even you educated people keep telling us not to have 

many children yet for us, we want many children. When you circumcise the man, you find 

that he loses his man power, he can only have like 2 or 3 children. How are you going to deal 

with that to see that you do not inject men with your medicines that reduce the man power for 

men to start complaining. That is one reason as to why some men hide. When organizations 

come for circumcision, they say no 

Interviewer: Does it mean if they empower the Muslim men who usually circumcise 

work can be made simpler? 

Respondent 8: It might be easier than when you people come form the hospitals, some from 

the police. Whoever was circumcised form the play ground by IDI and then the police that 

came and circumcised form the hospital, men usually have such complaints. You know for us 

we talk. Now that is why you see people form the west have started making us herbal drugs 

like Kambucha, mukama nayamba, men are really taking those drugs because they need 

manpower. Yet they don’t even work. So, that thing of the medicines that you inject is not 

good 

Respondent 1: I was requesting that we stop from here 

Interviewer: Okay, lets stop from here. Thanking you so much for your opinions and 

your time. 

 

 

 

 



 

FGD WITH MARRIED WOMEN 

NO ID no Age Married status Education Religion 

1 031 37 Married university Anglican 

2 032 20 Married S.4 Born-again 

3 033 41 Married P.7 Born-again 

4 034 32 Married S.3 Muslim 

5 035 40 Married P.7 Catholic 

6 036 33 Married S.4 Catholic 

7 037 50 Married P.6 Anglican 

8 038  32 Married S.4 Anglican 

 

 

Interviewer: The first question says, you as a woman how do you understand this thing 

of circumcision? 

Respondent 5: Me I understand it in a way that it protects from acquisition of STDs like 

gonorrhea, syphilis and more from a woman to a man during sexual intercourse  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 how do you understand this thing of circumcision? 

Respondent 3: I understand it in a way that it prevents easy acquisition of STDs in men  

Interviewer: Okay, respondent 8 for you how do you understand it? 

Respondent 8: Me I understand it in a way that it helps to reduce risks of acquisition of 

STDs in men and helps to improve personal hygiene in men 

Interviewer: Respondent 6 for you how do you understand it?  

Respondent 8: I too understand it in a way that it reduces risks of transmission of STDs 

between man and woman during sexual intercourse and it improves personal hygiene in men 

Interviewer: what of respondent 1 how do you understand it? 

Respondent1: I understand in a way of removal of the outer skin of the penis of a man and it 

reduces risks of transmission of STDs and also in case  man haves sex with a woman who has 

cervical cancer when he is circumcised, risks are low that he transmits it to the other woman 

he will have sex with 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 how do you understand it? 



Respondent 2: I understand it in a way that it reduces risks of a man acquiring STDs and it is 

so good 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4? 

Respondent 4: I understand it in a way that it men maintain personal hygiene and helps to 

prevent STDs 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 

Respondent 7: I understand t in a way that it reduces easy acquisition of STDs in men and 

helps them maintain personal hygiene  

Interviewer: Okay, in this place of Hoima which words do people normally use to refer 

to this thing of circumcision? 

Respondent 1: They normally speak it out straight as go to the hospital and get circumcised  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 what do they normally refer it to? 

Respondent 5: They normally say circumcision just 

Interviewer: But aren’t there some other words people say to refer to circumcision? 

Respondent 4 tell us 

Respondent 4: People mostly refer to it as “kusiramura” to mean circumucision 

Interviewer: Is there any other word respondent 6 

Respondent 6: the other word that me I mostly hear is “attyekeire” (literally means becoming 

sharp) 

Chorus: [All laughing] 

Interviewer: Respondent 8 is there any other word they normally use? 

Respondent 8:  I too I mostly hear them saying “attyekeire” 

Interviewer: Doesn’t “attyekeire” mean that something has become sharp, right? 

Chorus: Yes 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 is there any other thing? 

Respondent 7: No, me I don’t know any other thing [Laughing] 



Interviewer: What of respondent 4?  

Respondent 4: I also know “attyekeire” 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2? 

Respondent 2: Me I also hear people saying “kusiramura” 

Interviewer: now you have told me that people they go for circumcision to prevent 

themselves from acquiring HIV and other STDs and also for personal hygiene. Apart 

from those reasons is there any other reason as to why people take up circumcision  

Respondent 6: There is a difference between a circumcised man and one who is not 

circumcised.  

Interviewer: Where is that difference? 

Respondent 6:  A circumcised man is more enjoyable during sexual intercourse than an 

uncircumcised man  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 has said that, what of respondent 3? 

Respondent 6: No I don’t know anything 

Interviewer: What of respondent 1 is there any other thing? 

Respondent 1: Me I know the circumcised are ever clean and you as a woman you don’t get 

so worried of him 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 is there any other thing you know about it? 

Respondent 4: Me I know they are different because one has an outer skin on the penis and 

the other doesn’t have it and there is a difference between them during sexual intercourse 

Interviewer: What of respondent 5? 

Respondent 5: Me the other thing I hear of is that the circumcised sometimes have loss in 

sexual man power 

Interviewer: Respondent 7 for you what other thing do you know about this thing? 

Respondent 7: the circumcised man during sex it’s easy for him to easily enter the penis with 

the woman feeling no pain unlike the uncircumcised who may hurt you a bit when entering 

the penis 



Interviewer: Respondent 8 tell us 

Respondent 8: The other thing I know is that a circumcised man always has high sexual 

desire than the one who is not circumcised  

Respondent 1: I also know that a circumcised man has more feelings than the uncircumcised 

Interviewer: what of other respondents is there any other thing that you know?  

Respondents: No, not any other thing  

Interviewer: Okay, now all this information you have already told me, where did you 

get this information from? 

Respondent 1: Me I hear it from people in the society  

Interviewer: What of you respondent 2?  

Respondent 2: Me I hear people say in community, some groups of ours and may be what 

we learnt at school 

Interviewer: Okay, what of you respondent 5, may be where did you get this 

information  

Respondent 5: Me I also hear people say them in society 

Interviewer: What of this information of like circumcision helps to control HIV 

infection and the other information? 

Respondent 4: It’s taught in the hospital like when you go there during pregnancy other 

information people say it out in community 

Interviewer: what of respondent 6 where did you get the information 

Respondent 6: Me I normally hear them from men because I am so social with men, may be 

on the radio too and the hospitals 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 

Respondent 8: Me I normally hear it on radios, from friends in the community and the 

hospital  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 



Respondent 7: In the hospital and also those who reach out to the community for 

circumcision first teach people before conducting circumcision 

 Interviewer: What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: On radio and the hospital 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 where did you get the information from? 

Respondent 3: On the radio and hospital and also from these people who reach out to the 

community it’s where we get the information from 

Interviewer: Okay now in this place of Hoima which category or group of people has 

most taken up this thing of circumcision? 

Respondent 8: The youth mostly 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 

Respondent 7: Mostly young children  

Respondent 3: Young children 

Interviewer: What of respondent 1? 

Respondent 1: It’s mostly the young children that we take there because the old fear 

Interviewer: What of respondent 5, which people have most taken up this thing? 

Respondent 5: The Muslims mostly 

Interviewer: What of respondent 6? 

Respondent 6: Mostly the young children and Muslims and as for me I first heard it with 

Muslims 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2? 

Respondent 2:The young and Muslims because the children it’s easy to access them may be 

like at school and these people who reach out to community homestead after homestead but 

for the old people it’s hard because they are shy and fear 

Interviewer: As you have said it’s the youth and young children that have most taken 

up circumcision than the old people, and I would like to know the reason as to why I’ts 

mostly these groups of people? 



Respondent 8: Me I know it’s because of the stories they hear that the circumcised have got 

a big difference from those who aren’t circumcised so they are also inspired to go for it 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4? 

Respondent 4: I think it’s because they want to protect themselves from getting diseases like 

STDs as they are that stage where they sleep around with many people  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 which reason do you think it is? 

Respondent 5: Me as for me I know it’s mostly the young because they want to protect them 

from the evil acts of sacrificing them may be 

Interviewer: What of respondent 6? 

Respondent 6: The youth are always in groups and they get good knowledge from their 

colleagues and are forced to also go for circumcision. For the young children, it’s to protect 

them from the evil acts of sacrifice for wealth by heartless people  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3: For the young it’s to help them achieve it when already young as in the old 

age most of them fear so as a parent you have to help them 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 is there any other reason? 

Respondent 2: No, no other reason  

Interviewer: Respondent 2 is there any reason 

Respondent 2: For the young children it’s because their parents can easily take them for 

circumcision unlike the old people 

Interviewer: respondent 7 had you told us before or? 

Respondent 7:  The reason is to prevent themselves from acquiring diseases and also the evil 

acts of sacrificing the young children 

Interviewer:  Yes you have said it’s the youth and children who have most taken part in 

this thing of circumcision, now who are those that have not taken much part in it? 

Respondent 7: The elderly 

Respondent 8: The elderly  



Interviewer: What of respondent 1 what is your say? 

Respondent 1: Old men not only the elderly with their reasons of fear and saying that if God 

left the outer covering there why should I remove it 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3: Old men, they mostly fear because it’s said that when they circumcise you old 

you may fail to heal and others say in their old age they have nothing much they are still 

looking for so they decide not to go for it 

Interviewer:  Respondent 5 tell us 

Respondent 5: Old men, they fear to go there because after circumcision when treating the 

wound the penis gets erect easily and it bursts blood bringing up a lot of pain  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Old men, others say that they may loss their sexual manpower and fear to go 

there and others say they may circumcise them poorly leading them into complications  

Interviewer: respondent 6 

Respondent 6: Old me, they give a reason that it reduces on their sexual man power 

Interviewer: Some people say when a man gets circumcised the penis reduces in length 

and may be in size too, is this true or? Respondent 2 tell us about this 

Respondent 2: No it’s no true  

Interviewer: respondent 1 

Respondent 1: No it’s not true because when one is circumcised it’s only the outer skin 

removed nothing much changes its just people’s thoughts 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: No it’s not true because the outer skin does not add anything with regards to 

length as its just on top so nothing is cut off that the length will reduce no 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4? 

Respondent 4: Me I have never seen or heard of anyone who was circumcised and the penis 

reduced in size 



Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 

Respondent 7: No penis doesn’t reduce in size it remains as it was before 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8? 

Respondent 8: Removing the outer skin does not increase or reduce anything on the penis 

Interviewer: What of respondent 5? 

Respondent 5: Some say manpower reduces but they keep clean always  

Interviewer:  Respondent 6 what is your say about this that the penis reduces in size 

Respondent 6: Me I think no, it’s just the way how God creates you but not that circumcision 

reduces on the size 

Interviewer: Okay, in the hospital before being circumcised you are first checked of 

your HIV status, could this be one of the reasons stopping men from going for 

circumcision or? Respondent 5 tell us something 

Respondent 5: yes it one of the reasons because some fear and do not want to be checked 

their HIV statuses 

Interviewer: respondent 6 tell us something also 

Respondent 6: It’s also a reason because most men fear to go for HIV checkup so it can be 

hard for him to go for circumcision 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 

Respondent 7: It’s a reason because men usually fear to be checked their HIV statuses 

Interviewer: Respondent 8 what is your say about it? 

Respondent 8: Yes it’s a reason for the youth and old men but for the children no its not 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3: Most men fear to go for HIV check up so when they hear that you have to be 

checked before circumcision it becomes really hard for one to go there 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2? 



Respondent 2: the truth is men are so reluctant about having HIV check they see themselves 

fine moving on with life and do not bother much to go for checkup, so it could also be a 

reason 

Interviewer: What of respondent 1? 

Respondent 1: Most men do not want to know their HIV statuses so when he reaches there 

and these things of HIV checkup comes in, he may just decide to go away without being 

circumcised  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4? 

Respondent 4: Men do not want to be checked their HIV statuses even when you tell him we 

go for checkup he refuses and tells you that for him he was checked longtime ago 

Interviewer: Okay, now some men say that it’s hard for them to finish just a day 

without having sex with a woman but after circumcision you spend like a month 

treating the wound and even after it healing you are advised to take some time without 

having sex, so could this be a reason as to why some men have not taken it up? 

Respondent 5 tell us about this? 

Respondent 5: Yes it’s a reason also because those men who want to have sex a lot with 

women cannot take up circumcision since it would be hard for them to abstain for all that 

long 

Interviewer: what of respondent 1 what is your say about this thing? 

Respondent 1: Those old men tend not to be patient and abstain for all that long so they 

cannot take up circumcision 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 what is your say about this 

Respondent 2: Yes it a reason because a man will be thinking like when he goes into that the 

woman will may be go away so they fail to take it up 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 

Respondent 8: I also say yes it’s a reason because some men cannot with stand all that time 

without having sex so they choose not to go there for circumcision  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 



Respondent 6: yes is also say it’s a reason because some men have a lot of lust so they can’t 

go there for circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 tell us 

Respondent 7: Some men really have a lot of lust and say for them they can spend even a 

day without having sex so that kind of man cannot go for circumcision  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 what is your say 

Respondent 4: I have no much say about that but that’s the thing  

Interviewer: What of this thing of pain involved in the process of circumcision could be 

a reason too for men not to take up circumcision 

Respondent 4: Yes some fear the pain and decide not to go there for circumcision 

 Interviewer: Okay now I know that there at the main hospital they do circumcision, 

now I would like us to talk about the problems that people face when they go there for 

circumcision. May be you heard of it or you saw it yourself  

Respondent 3: Me I saw from my own son I took to the hospital but after a day when they 

removed the gauze the boy bled a lot I got scared and the solution was putting the gauze 

again. Now if you tell this to a person who hasn’t been circumcised he can’t go there for 

circumcision 

Interviewer: Respondent 1 which problems do people find? 

Respondent 1: After circumcision if it’s a young child he can even loss weight because of 

stress as he is not going to be enjoying his life as before while treating the wound 

Interviewer: how about at the hospital which problems do people face? 

Respondent 1: At the hospital sometimes there are less availability of health workers 

sometimes 

Interviewer: Respondent 2, which problems  

Respondent 2: Sometimes they bring people who are not experts in circumcision to be the 

one to work on people so they poorly do the circumcision affecting the patients 

Interviewer: respondent 8 which problems have people found in the hospitals  



Respondent 8:  some people heal faster and others take long to heal but it all comes from the 

person who has circumcised you some are experts and others are not so the problem is having 

poorly trained health workers in the hospital 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8? 

Respondent 8: Men’s skins are different some heal faster and others take long to heal so 

when one tells a friend that may be he took long to heal it may discourage the other not to go 

there for circumcision  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 

Respondent 7: The main problem is pain after circumcision and taking log to heal for some 

men 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4  

Respondent 4: The problem is these men are circumcised by different health workers some 

do the work well and others do it poorly and the other one is limited medication given to the 

men from hospitals most times the small medication gets done before even one heals  

Interviewer: What of this thing of follow up of those they have circumcised, have they 

done it well or? 

Respondent 4: No they do not follow them up after circumcision they give them a little 

medication and they are left to go and no any follow is done on them 

Interviewer: So this could also be a problem, right? 

Respondents: Yes it’s also a problem 

Interviewer: What of the availability of the health workers concerned with 

circumcision, are these health workers available always or? 

Respondents: Yes they be there but depending on the specified hospital that they have 

announced where they will be 

Interviewer: Meaning they do not be there at the hospitals always  

Respondent 6: No, they do not be there always  

Interviewer: What of the attitude of the health workers, how do they take themselves 

toward those that have come for circumcision? 



Respondent 6: It still depends on the person one has gone too some have a good attitude 

those them and others have a bad attitude 

Interviewer: Is there anything we would like to add on this like questions  

Respondent: Yes, me I want to ask why these people in hospitals suture in threads while the 

Muslims do not.   

Interviewer: Now in this place of Hoima is there any reason related may be to culture or 

religion that can stop someone from going for circumcision 

Respondent 2:  No, not really may be when it’s a family reason  

Interviewer: Like which family reason  

Respondent 3: A man can decide and say none of his boys will be taken for circumcision 

even if the mother wants them to be circumcised 

Interviewer: There the man can be giving like which reasons? 

Respondent 3: The man can say like if me myself I have managed to live and produce 

without any problem, why should you take his boys for that 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: The man gives a reason of that the boys in their old ages they will have no 

sexual man power 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 talk about it 

Respondent 4: Me I hear people saying when they circumcise you young the more you grow 

old the more the sexual man power reduces 

Interviewer: What of respondent 5? 

Respondent 5: I also know it as respondent 4 has told you  

Interviewer: Respondent 8 

Respondent 8: I also hear it like that the more you grow the more the sexual man power 

reduces but this is only for those circumcised from the hospital. That is why even parents 

those who want their boys to be circumcised they take them to the Muslims not the hospital 



Interviewer: What of the issues of may be a woman stopping his man form getting 

circumcised, is this issue also there or? 

Respondent 5: Some women also have that lust of wanting to have sex with his man 

everyday so she can stop the man from getting circumcised or even because of anticipation 

that the man’s sexual manpower is going to reduce so the woman can stop his man 

Interviewer: Meaning those issues are there in the families 

Respondent 1: Yes the issues are there 

Interviewer: Respondent 1 what is your say about this 

Respondent 1: Me I hear some saying that when you get circumcised from Muslims, they 

turn you to their denomination  

Interviewer: But other people say that for the denomination of faith of unity for them 

they do not allow them to get circumcised, I do not know whether you have heard of it 

before 

Respondents/Chorus: We do not know much about the faith of unity 

Interviewer: Some people say when a man get circumcised he becomes a womanizer 

wanting to have sex with every woman he comes across 

Respondent 8: No, it’s not for every man but for some they become womanizers because I 

heard it somewhere 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 what is your say about this? 

Respondent 7: Yes some people say when you get circumcised the lust for sex is always high 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Yes it is possible because after circumcision the man is very sure it’s hard for 

him to be infected with diseases 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3: Yes most times it happens  

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 



Respondent 2: Yes that’s true because the man will be having it in mind that it is not easy for 

him to be infected with STDs  

Interviewer: Some people say that women mostly enjoy the circumcised men, is it true 

or? 

Respondent 8: Yes it true, because the circumcised ones are always clean and you also easily 

develop feelings for him unlike the uncircumcised ones 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: That’s the truth because the circumcised one easily gives you appetite 

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 

Respondent 6: Yes I also enjoy a circumcised man more and the appetite is always high  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 what is your say 

Respondent 5: It’s true because the circumcised man is always clean 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 

Respondent 2:  A circumcised man is different and more enjoyable than the uncircumcised 

man because it’s very hard for him to hurt you 

Interviewer: What of respondent 1 

Respondent 1: for me I don’t know any difference between a circumcised man and 

uncircumcised man  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 what is your say 

Respondent 4: They are so different, a circumcised man enters you very well and sex is 

enjoyable than the uncircumcised 

Interviewer: Okay now for these boda-boda men which reason concerning with income 

can stop them from taking up circumcision  

Respondent 1: As they work for a daily food it is so hard for them to take up circumcision 

and spend home around 2 weeks without working it is really hard 

Interviewer: Respondent 6 what is your say about this 



Respondent 6:  these boda-boda men most of them ride their bosses motorcycles so they 

have to give them man daily so failure to do so the motorcycle is taken so it is hard for them 

to take up circumcision 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 

Respondent 8: That’s the thing as my previous colleague has said 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Most of them have a lot of responsibilities at their homes some have children 

and wives other are renting so it is hard to get circumcised and finish almost 2 weeks without 

working  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: As to me I know that when the motorcycle is his personal not the boss he can 

go and get circumcised considering that he gives it to a friend for the mean time to be 

working for him as he gives him some money 

Interviewer:  What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: The fact that they can’t be working just after circumcision it’s hard for them 

to get circumcised as they earn daily food 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 

Respondent 2: That is the fact as the others have all said 

Interviewer:  How does the society think about these men who are circumcised or you as 

a woman how do you think about them? 

Respondent 5: They have a positive thinking towards them because a circumcised man is 

more enjoyable in sex than one who is not circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 

Respondent 6: Others have a negative thinking about them because it is said when you are 

circumcised you become a womanizer  

Interviewer:  What of respondent 1 

Respondent 1: The thinking is that their lust for sex is always high 



Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 

Respondent 7: They are womanizers and have a lot of lust 

Interviewer:  Which other positive thinking  

Respondent 6: It is that by circumcision they have protected themselves from diseases 

[STDs] 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 tell us 

Respondent 4: The thinking is positive that they will not over spread the diseases in case 

they have them  

Interviewer:  What of respondent 2 

Respondent 2: The positive thinking is they are always clean 

Interviewer:  Okay now you as a woman which woman would you prefer, a circumcised 

one or? 

Respondent 8: I would prefer a circumcised man because he will always be clean 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 

Respondent 2: I would prefer a circumcised man because of hygiene 

Interviewer: What of respondent 1 

Respondent 1: A circumcised man because most times they are always clean 

Interviewer:  what of respondent 5 

Respondent 5:  a circumcised man because they are always clean and chances of bringing 

you infection are less 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4? 

Respondent 4: I would prefer a circumcised man because everything of his is good  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: I would also prefer a circumcised man because of personal hygiene 

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 



Respondent 6: A circumcised man because of hygiene 

Interviewer: We have talked about circumcision from the hospital and from the 

Muslims, you a woman where would you wish your man to get circumcised from? 

Respondent 6: From the Muslims because it is said that the injection given to them in the 

hospitals reduce their sexual man power and the other thing is the sew threads into them 

unlike for the Muslims 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: That’s the same reason of threads  

Interviewer:  Respondent 5 what of you 

Respondent 5: From the Muslims because they give them adequate medication 

Interviewer: What of you respondent 1 

Respondent 1: From the hospital because in case of problem arising like over bleeding in the 

hospital they easily take care of that than the Muslims 

Interviewer: What of you respondent 4 

Respondent 4: From the Muslim because Muslims do not inject them unlike the Muslims 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 

Respondent 2: From the hospital because in the hospital they can easily take care of any 

problem arising after circumcision 

Interviewer: Is there anything more you would like us to talk about?  

Respondents: May be questions  

Interviewer: Those am going to respond to them, thanks so much 

 

 

 

 



FGD MEN UNDER 25 YEARS 

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STUDY PARTICIPANTS 

No ID no Age Marital status Education level Religion 

1 051 24 Single S.6 Muslim 

2 052 20 Married S.2 Catholic 

3 053 24 Single P.5 Catholic 

4 054 20 Single P.5 Anglican 

5 055 23 Single P.6 Catholic 

6 056 18 Single S.3 Muslim 

7 057 24 Married S.4 Faith of unity 

8 058 24 Married P.7 Born-again 

 

Interviewer: Now the first question is what do you understand by the term male 

circumcision? 

Respondent 3: I understand it as one maintaining personal hygiene, preventing diseases 

Respondent 5: I Understand circumcision as preventing diseases, maintaining personal 

hygiene, things like that  

Respondent 1: Male circumcision to me, when that thing (penis) has the outer skin/covering, 

it even looks bad and it hard for one to maintain personal hygiene. 

Respondent 7: Now for me the way I see, circumcision is very important to a man in terms 

of personal hygiene, and also reduces the chances of one getting diseases because when they 

circumcise you, the penis dries up and becomes harder. So, when you go to meet a woman 

(have sexual intercourse), there are few chances of you getting injured. You find those who 

are not circumcised easily getting injured and getting infected with that disease (HIV) 

Respondent 2: Circumcision helps you to maintain personal hygiene and prevent some 

sexually transmitted diseases 

Respondent4: I wont also differ from my colleagues, circumcision is important in 

maintaining personal hygiene, a circumcised penis is easier to clean than a non-circumcised 

one 

Interviewer: Is there any thing else that anyone would want to tell us about male 

circumcision? Okay, no one, so the next question is, what are some of the terms the are 

used in this region of Bunyoro to mean male circumcision? 

Chorus: They use kusara (cutting) 



Interviewer: Okay, which other term do they use? 

Chorus: Kusiramura 

Interviewer: Is there any other term? 

Respondent 8: May be circumcision 

Chorus: But now that is English, she asked for the runyoro terms. 

Interviewer: Okay, so they are basically those two terms, kusara (cutting) and 

kusiramura. Okay, now, I want you to tell me other things that you know about 

circumcision? 

Respondent 8: For me what I know about circumcision is that number one, you are always 

clean, maintaining personal hygiene, secondly, you prevent sexually transmitted diseases, 

thirdly you have a lot of money power. 

Respondent 6: That’s it, preventing sexually transmitted diseases and maintaining personal 

hygiene. 

Respondent 7: Circumcision is an era that came, the era came, nowadays whoever climbs 

[having sexual intercourse] has to go for circumcision. 

Interviewer: Where did you get this information about circumcision from? 

Respondent 4: Those things have been here for quiet long. I usually hear about them on 

radio, TV and others come and find us in our villages (outreaches), we also got to know and 

have good information about circumcision 

Respondent 1: For me, I once worked with people doing circumcision, long ago when I had 

just finished s.6 

Respondent 3: For me I see government moving around with a vehicle informing how they 

will be circumcising and in need of people interested in being circumcised. The they take 

them for circumcision. 

Respondent 5: I also usually hear them on moving vehicles as they move around informing 

the public that there will be male circumcision. Then those who wish to be circumcised are 

taken for circumcision and then brough back after. 

Respondent 6: From the mosque 



Respondent 8: I also won’t differ from the rest; I hear from the radio. They announce that 

may be on such and such a day we shall be at the mosque or may be at the hospital, 

something like that. 

Interviewer: Now, in this region of Hoima which category of people has taken up 

circumcision more? 

Respondent 7: The youth, from the age of 25 years and below 

Chorus: Even young boys those are being just born 

Interviewer: Why do you think the youth have taken up circumcision more? 

Respondent 7: Now the youth, what forces the youth… now like for me what forced me, I 

found when my penis was not good enough, I couldn’t sleep with a woman like for three 

times but then after getting circumcised, I got fine, so that forces one to go for circumcision. 

Respondent 3: Because that is what women usually want, they usually want a circumcised 

man 

Chorus: [Laughing] 

Respondent 6: I also agree with what number 3 has said 

Respondent 1: Now for the youth, there is what we call peer influence. You can be there 

talking, and you say so and so is not circumcised, you get. Then you notice that among all the 

people around, you are the only person not circumcised, so that might force you to go for 

circumcision. 

Respondent 2: To prevent sexually transmitted infections. 

Respondent 5: Now usually the youth for example when you are converged in a meeting, 

usually when there is someone circumcised, the kind of story they give you concerning their 

sexual activity with the girl friend is usually a good one, which encourages you to end up 

going for circumcision. 

Interviewer: You also talked about the young children who are just being born to have 

taken up circumcision, so for them, for which reason have they taken up circumcision? 

Respondent 7: Now, for this young child, you be helping him right from childhood, so that 

he doesn’t go through the same bad experience like you did when you were not yet 

circumcised. Now like for us we understood circumcision when we are old, got to know its 



advantages, it is therefore good to take the young child for circumcision for prepare him for 

the future. 

Interviewer: Is there anything else? 

Respondent 5: I think that is it 

Respondent: 8: In addition to what has been said, the youth as to as they are circumcising 

us…, I will talk about myself; before I got circumcised, whenever I would look at my penis 

when going to take a bath, just after one day, I would find a lot of dirt, so I was forced to go 

for circumcision, so I that is the reason for circumcision, to improve personal hygiene for the 

youth, because the youth first of all, we use a lot of energy and end up injured but when you 

are circumcised you may not get the sexually transmitted diseases. 

Respondent 3: I agree with number 8 

Respondent 7: I hear older people talking about it and educating people. I think it is what has 

encouraged people to take up circumcision. 

Interviewer: So, we have said that it is the youth and young children boys who are being born 

that have engaged in male circumcision more in this region, so which people have not 

engaged in male circumcision? 

Chorus: The older men. 

Respondent 1: This is a new era 

Respondent 6: The older men are scared of being circumcised 

Respondent 1: Some of them will tell that now getting circumcised, for what reason at my 

age? 

Interviewer: Are there issues of religion, say may be the other one belongs to this 

religion and for me I belong to this religion? 

Chorus: No. There is nothing like that 

Interviewer: Now I want you to tell me some of the reasons, I know we have talked 

about prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, what are some of the other reasons 

that encourage men to go for circumcision? 

Respondent 8: When you are circumcised, your penis looks nice/good. 



Interviewer: Now apart from disease prevention and the penis looking good, is there 

any other reason? 

Respondent 5: Even when you go to sleep with a woman (have sexual intercourse) and he 

finds you with the outer covering on the penis, you even feel ashamed. 

Respondent 4: For me the way I see, even when you are among your colleagues and hear 

that so and so is circumcised, even the one is circumcised, you also be feeling ashamed 

among your colleagues. 

Interviewer: Now we have said that these older men have not so much got engaged in 

circumcision, what are the reasons that discourage them? 

Respondent 7: For this older man, for him he enjoyed his life already, now right now it 

becomes very hard for him at his age to for circumcision. He thinks that now when they 

circumcise me, some people say they loose man power, other say…, okay they just hear 

stories that when you get circumcised you will be like this, but before doing it but now when 

they see some one who has been circumcised getting un well, they fear. Because usually 

healing takes only two weeks, but for the two weeks, one tells that for me an old man without 

sleeping with a woman (having sexual intercourse), no! So, you find it becomes easy for us 

the youth, maybe you don’t have a partner and you can wait for the two weeks 

Respondent 5: I also see that what my colleague has said is very true. Actually, that is the 

truth. 

Interviewer: Aren’t there those who are scared pain or bleeding associated with 

circumcision 

Chorus: Those are there. Actually, they the majority among older men. 

Respondent 1: That depends, you see removing that outer skin, for me where I went for 

circumcision in the village, we found four older men,… you in our regime, we study when 

we are still young, so when we reached there, the older mean asked us that you young men 

who are you going to circumcise? You get? Older men asking us, it seemed like they feared 

us. They would say that you will cut and may be make a mistake, may be cut my urethra, 

such things. 

Interviewer: Now, there are those who say that when you are circumcised you become 

promiscuous, may be you loss your normal erection, do we agree with that or? 



Respondent 1: That is one’s thinking 

 Respondent 7: For me what I can say on that thing is that before you are circumcised, you 

always have a lot of appetite (sexual feelings) toward women. You may not spend like three 

or four days. But now after you getting circumcised, you can even spend a week if the 

woman is not nearby. You can even finish a week while doing your work very well. But if 

you don’t have a woman, for those who are not circumcised, you find yourself having sexual 

intercourse with anyone that you find. 

Respondent 3: For me I hear some people say that when they circumcise you, it is not good 

for you to have the first sexual intercourse with your wife/girl friend at home. Because when 

you have the first sex with your wife, she becomes promiscuous, she starts having sexual 

intercourse with so many men. 

Respondent 7: Yes, she to become promiscuous because, she really enjoys the sexual 

intercourse with a circumcised man. 

Respondent 5:  I think that is true. Because even me, there is someone who told me. He told 

me that the woman nowadays is too much and he had been circumcised 

Respondent 2: Some people say that when you have the first sexual intercourse with your 

woman you give her curses, you transfer curses to her 

Respondent 8: For me I hadn’t married by the time I got circumcised, so whatever these 

people are talking about, I don’t know how the first woman I had sexual intercourse with is 

right now? 

Respondent 1: That thing of saying that when you circumcise a man, he becomes 

promiscuous or that the first woman he sleeps with becomes promiscuous is like when people 

say that all men are promiscuous, you get! It is some ones’ thinking. Now for me I was 

circumcised, where is my promiscuity? 

Respondent 6: I don’t know 

Respondent 7: I also don’t know. 

Interviewer: Now, they conduct circumcision at that regional referral hospital, right? 

Now I was asking you to tell me some of the challenges that people find at the hospital 

when they go for circumcision? Maybe they come from far, may be health workers 

mistreat them, are there any challenges? 



Respondent 4: Some people face transport challenges. For example you find the person is 

here and has a chance to go for the circumcision service, but now has a long distance travel 

going back home, so they imagine after circumcision it will be hard for him to travel back 

home, so he finds himself failing to go for the circumcision. 

Respondent 7: The other challenge is that after circumcision you are not able to work. So 

you find that may be I have been circumcised but I also do not have a kanzu, I don’t have a 

skirt, I don’t have a lesu, now you find a challenge, I wont put on the trouser and I need to be 

taken care of. I think that’s why people fear and say now my work is going to come to a 

standstill, now the owner of the motorcycle will be demanding me and I won’t be having 

what to give him. Because you won’t be working, so that is why you find people failing to go 

for circumcision. 

Interviewer: Are there any cultural related things/ issues that can discourage boda-boda 

men in this region from going for circumcision? 

Respondent 7: Now those are personal beliefs. For example, long way people used to believe 

in spirits/ small gods, now today we have religions, Christianity, Islam and we all connect 

well. Initially circumcision was for the Muslims but now even us the Christians we find 

circumcision important, and circumcision doesn’t prevent you from inheriting the kingdom of 

God 

Interviewer: How about things like someone says for me I am catholic, circumcision is 

for Muslims, so I will not take it up, do we have such things? 

Respondent 7: Such things, depend on age, usually it is the older men who have so much 

emphasized religion. Someone insists that for me I am not into circumcision when I am not a 

Muslim. But then they always tell us that God is one 

Respondent 3: There are always there. There are some who say no, I have to remain the way 

God created me 

Respondent 7: There also some parents who stop their children from taking up circumcision. 

And she delivers the child, the child keeps asking to go for circumcision and the parent says 

no 

Respondent 2: Some people say that for me this is how God created me, so why should I 

change myself 



Respondent 6: Some people say that when they get circumcised, they will reach heaven and 

be asked where he put the outer skin. 

Chorus: [crown laughing] 

Interviewer: How about things to do with finances, now for you boda-boda riders, is 

there anything financial that can discourage boda-boda men from going for 

circumcision? 

Respondent 5: Now you still be there, may be the motorcycle that you are riding is not 

yours, then you calculate that after a week, the money is not enough, so you say instead 

decide to work 24/7 and get the rich man’s money instead of being home for two weeks not 

working after circumcision. 

Respondent 7: For me what I see what discourages us the boda-boda men is because 

majority of us ride motorcycles that are not ours. Every week, you have to give the money to 

the owner of the motorcycle. So, you find if you go for circumcision and then finish two 

weeks without working, the owner will take the motorcycle and your family will no longer 

have food. So, when you sit and make calculations, you end up not going for circumcision. 

Respondent 2: Now when you go for circumcision, you be there and the rich man (owner of 

the motorcycle) asks for his money and you don’t have it, so he ends up taking his 

motorcycle. 

Respondent 1: That thing of circumcision. Especially we the boda-boda men, because the 

truth is majority of us are not riding our own motorcycles. We are working for the rich men. 

Now, they will circumcise you and you spend two weeks at home not working and not giving 

the rich man his money. 

Interviewer: Now, for you what are your thoughts about people who are circumcised? 

Respondent 7: For me the thinking I have about such people is that a circumcised person is 

good and enjoying his life. First of all, he is clean, secondly, he does his sexual duties very 

well, even when he just touches his body (penis) he feels like he admires his own body 

Respondent 5: And majority of the people are actually circumcised 

Respondent 2: When you are circumcised you are good, you enjoy sexual intercourse, and is 

also easy for you to clean yourself. But when you are not circumcised, you spend a lot of time 

cleaning yourself 



Interviewer: then what do you think society thinks about people who are circumcised? 

Respondent 1: I think they also be admiring to come and get circumcised but hey have 

challenges that stop them form coming for circumcision. That is why I told you what 

challenges us the boda-boda riders, and that thing is very common. (riding motorcycles that 

are not theirs and keeping away from work for long) 

Respondent 8: I may not know what society thinks of those who are circumcised 

Respondent 3: The thinking society has. They also want to be circumcised. 

Respondent 7: What society thinks about circumcised men especially those who are not 

circumcised I think they look at themselves as being in an old era and also want to be in the 

new era 

Respondent 5: That one you just see. It is very true, that is it, they also want to be 

circumcised. 

Interviewer: Is there anything else we haven’t talked about that you would like us to 

discuss? 

Respondent: Yes, now like us boda-boda riders when we get circumcised, for you who 

circumcise us, how do you help those of us who fail to get circumcised because we are 

riding motorcycles? 

Interviewer: It requires us to be patient. Maybe you save money for some months and 

know that if in these weeks I am not around, I won be affected that much. But saying 

this and that will help me may not be present now but maybe in the future. 

Respondent 5: Then the other thing is that when you get circumcised, you don’t have to just 

go any how just because you have been circumcised.  

Interviewer: What are you saying? Are asking? 

Respondent 5: Am asking that when you are circumcised, are you fully protected even if you 

don’t use a condom during sexual intercourse? 

Respondent 7: Circumcision does not mean that you are prevented from HIV, you can get it 

at any time. But circumcision just reduces the chances of getting HIV if you don’t use a 

condom, it doesn’t prevent you from getting HIV 



Respondent 1: When you are circumcised, here you will just forgive me, but you still have 

the chances of getting HIV, only that out of 100, you might have 99%, it depends on how you 

handle the woman 

Respondent 8: Nothing to add 

Respondent 2: I have another question. 

Interviewer: Lets first answer the other question. What he said is partially true. In fact, 

circumcision reduces the chances of getting HIV by 60%. So, even if you a circumcised, 

you still need to use a condom if you don’t trust the woman you are going to have sexual 

intercourse with. Sir, what were you asking? 

Respondent 2: Now, there those people who fear that when they are circumcising you, they 

suture you with stiches, some people fear stiches, so can’t they circumcise without putting 

stiches? 

Interviewer: (laughing) Is that what you are scared of? I am not sure of the answer 

because I have never conducted circumcision 

Respondent 7: So, when they are circumcising, they first separate the outer skin, so they have 

to suture you after words. 

Respondent 1: Now, you see the way the penis is…, those of you who have had the outer 

skin before, they pull the skin like this (illustrating), then at the end, there is where it attaches, 

so when they are circumcising, they have to cut that part where it attaches. It is similar to 

when they are operating a lady for c/s, they have to cut you. So that is why they have to 

suture you with stiches. 

Interviewer: Now let me ask you, for you would you prefer being circumcised at the 

hospital or from traditional person or a Muslim? 

Respondent 1: For me what I say is that it is good to have someone circumcised form home. 

Because now just imagine they have circumcised me now, moving from that place to my 

home, let me compare it to a cesarian section for the woman, you have a lot of pain, but if 

you are at home, at least you get stable. 

Respondent 7: For me what is see, is that conducting circumcision at home, requires you 

people to go the villages and teach those people it is not easy to just go to someone and tell 

them I want to circumcise you without giving him a reason. 



Respondent 3:  Now those who totally refused to go for circumcision what will you do for 

them? 

Interviewer: (Laughing). I think it is that. You try to keep encouraging them to go for 

circumcision and telling them about the benefits of circumcision. You won’t force someone. 

Like I asked, would you wish to have circumcision by medical people, or circumcision done 

by traditional or Muslim people? 

Respondent 7: As well as some one is qualified and is allowed to do circumcision. 

Respondent 3: But people say that Muslims circumcise and the person gets fine but the 

hospital people. There is a colleague who circumcised from the hospital but he said after 

circumcision, his man power reduced and then the other person said it was the Muslim who 

conducted the circumcision and he is steady 

Respondent 6: That thing…, you also know that people’s bodies are different. You find that 

someone is also dirty, after circumcision, he also doesn’t follow the guidelines given, so he 

ends up rotting. So when, he is healing, he gets an infection that reduces his manpower. But 

for me, I am very okay/steady yet I was circumcised form the facility 

Interviewer: Is there anything else we would like to talk about, or we stop here 

Respondent 7: For me I am encouraging whoever is not yet circumcised to go for 

circumcision. 

Interviewer: Okay, thank you so much for your time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FGD FOR MARRIED MEN 

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

No Sturdy ID Age Marital status Education level Religion 

1 071 37 Married S.3 Born again 

2 072 29 Married P.7 Anglican 

3 073 36 Married S.6 catholic 

4 074 37 Married S.2 Born again 

5 075 34 Married S.2 Anglican 

6 076 37 Married P.6 Born again 

7 077 49 Married S.4 Muslim 

8 078 37 Married P.6 Catholic 

 

Interviewer: Okay, now we are going to start, the first question says this thing of 

circumcision how do we understand it, for you as a person, how do you understand 

circumcision? You can remove your mask and speak louder 

Respondent 5: For me the way I understand that thing is that when one is circumcised, he is 

hygienic and then the one who is not circumcised is not hygienic. 

Respondent 2: Me I understand it in such a way that for a man is circumcised, the chances of 

getting HIV/AIDS are really lower compared to the one who is not circumcised. 

Respondent 6: The doctors tell say that removal of the fore skin is very important. It helps us 

people not to easily get diseases that are transmitted through sexual intercourse and then they 

also continue to tell us that it lowers the chances of us getting this disease (HIV/AIDS), and 

for us we are very happy and thankful. But for me, I have my sons that I produced, they were 

circumcised, under the current circumcision program which is not the one for the Muslims, 

but they were unwell in their private parts. I don’t know how this came about 

Interviewer: How unwell were they? 

Respondent 6: They took a lot of time to heal, their penis were almost rotting. 



Interviewer: How about now, are they now fine? 

Respondent: Yes, they finally healed, they are now fine but I got scared, wondering how 

they will be in the future, will they work normally. 

Interviewer: We can discuss this later, but it depends on the extent to which the wounds 

got. But, I may not really be in the best position to answer your concern. 

Respondent 3: I won’t also differ from my colleagues. It is true that removing the fore skin 

helps one to maintain personal hygiene and also help to prevent diseases that are transmitted 

through sexual intercourse between a man and a woman. 

Respondent 8: I also won’t differ from my colleagues but they tell us that when someone s 

circumcised, he has less chances of getting diseases that are transmitted through sexual 

intercourse. But just like number 6, I also my little son, he was circumcised but when he was 

circumcised, the penis is always itching, so now I don’t know, if the cause was circumcision 

or 

Respondent 7: For me what I want to say is that these things of circumcision, in our religious 

faith, the Muslims, they showed us earlier. That when one gets circumcised, first of all he is 

hygienic, secondary he doesn’t easily get these diseases transmitted through sexual 

intercourse. It is not like he doesn’t completely get them but he doesn’t easily get them. 

When one is circumcised, the penis is always out, it is always clean, it doesn’t hide any dirt. 

Respondent 4: For me what I know about removal of the fore skin, there is a way it helps 

you, because if you stay without removing the foreskin, there times when that private part 

hides dirt 

If you delay to bath it. But if it removed, even when you bath, it might take a long time for 

you to feel clean. Then secondly, they tell us that it reduces the chances of getting 



HIV/AIDS. For the reason, it doesn’t mean that you cannot the HIV/AIDS completely but 

because the circumcised penis is usually hard when it is outside exposed, it cannot easily get 

injured like a penis which has its fore skin on. That is what I know. But know I have my son 

who was circumcised, now the challenge he got is that he doesn’t like bathing any warm 

water, he says that the warm water makes him feel very bad when it drops on that penis. That 

is what I know about circumcision. 

Respondent 1: Number one says this, circumcision is good, and in fact even my son went 

and was circumcised. But only after two weeks, the boy became very badly off. 

Interviewer: Where had been circumcised from? 

Respondent 1: He had been circumcised from the Muslims. I had that Muslims were 

circumcising and I also took my son for circumcision. But by the time he healed, I had spent 

a lot of money on him. So, I started fearing circumcision. 

Interviewer: Now in this region of Hoima which words, do people usually use to mean 

circumcision/removal of the fore skin of the penis? 

Respondent 4: The word that hey use is “Kusiramura” 

Interviewer: Okay, which other word do they use? 

Respondent 3: They use “male circumcision” There are organizations like IDI, for them they 

come telling that that they are doing “male circumcision” and they also take children. 

Interviewer: Okay, is there anything else? Any other word that is used in this region of 

Bunyoro 

Respondent 5: Some people usually use “Kukomora” 



Interviewer: Now is there any meaning behind these words, for example if someone says 

“kusiramura” does it mean anything 

Respondent 4: When you talk of “kusiramura” infront of Muslims, it doesn’t mean the same 

thing that we know of just removing the fore skin of the penis. But for us we knew that 

removing the foreskin is becoming a Muslim 

Interviewer: Are you trying to say, that the moment they remove your fore 

skin/circumcise you, you become a Muslim. 

Respondent 4: Now that is what we used to think, but now the right word would have been 

“kukomora” 

Interviewer: Is there anything else, is there any other meaning behind these words? 

Now you had told me that circumcision helps, is there anything else that circumcision 

does that we haven’t talked about? 

Respondent 5: You find when you compare the two people, the one who is circumcised and 

the one who is not circumcised. The circumcised one doesn’t easily get the disease 

(HIV/AIDS) and then the one who is not circumcised easily gets the disease 

Respondent 6: To add to that, it is true. Most importantly is personal hygiene. Then the other 

thing about a circumcised person we said it is that the penis is hardened. But besides that, 

there is no big difference 

Respondent 1: There is no big difference from what we have said, it is about maintaining 

personal hygiene. 

Respondent 2: For me the way is see, I think a man who has the fore skin experiences a lot 

of difficulty during sexual intercourse and then one circumcised is always fine. 

Interviewer: How does he get disturbed? 



Respondent 2: He usually gets injured and then you find him feeling pain  

Respondent 3: For me I don’t think there any different views from what has been said, it is 

about personal hygiene and reducing the chances of getting HIV/AIDS. That is what I know. 

Interviewer: Now these things that you know about circumcision, where did you hear 

about them from? Where did you get the information from? 

Respondent 5: From I hear about them from the hospital 

Respondent 6: The truth is, especially the people from ministry of health move around 

talking about it, they talk using louder speakers and every one hears them, they talk about the 

benefits, improving hygiene, preventing diseases, they usually talk about the benefits, for 

example the same way you asking us now, you tell us and we also tell you what we know 

about circumcision 

Respondent 8: For me the first time I heard about them was from the Muslims then the 

second time, we would hear people advertising that you come and we circumcise you 

Respondent 7: For I found when my parents were Muslims. The when I was a little boy they 

also removed my fore skin and explained to me the importance of removing the fore skin 

Respondent 1: For me, first of all I have a step brother who is Muslim. That boy used to 

encourage us to go for circumcision. Because I still had one son, he used to encourage me to 

take the son for circumcision. But I wasn’t sure if he had been circumcised, he would become 

a Muslim, that thing really disturbed us before we took him for circumcision. 

Interviewer: So, does it mean you thought that when they remove your son’s 

foreskin/circumcise him, he would become a Muslim? 

Respondent 1: Yes, for me that is what I thought, yet I didn’t want him to be Muslim then 

the other time I used to hear about circumcision, we used to go for conferences, and they 



would tell that circumcision is good, you would become a Muslim. They also always move 

around informing the public, so I decided to take my son to the mosque for circumcision. 

Respondent 2: For me where I heard about them from, because for me I started those things 

for the elders…, those satanic things.., (sexual activity) when I was young. I started them 

when I was little young and then got a problem. My fore skin got injured/torn, so when this 

happened, I was admitted at Boma hospital. I was first admitted at a private facility in 

Bujumbura, where spent a lot of time but them my dad’s money got used up and we had to go 

back home before I fully healed. So, one day I was moving at home, and then started feeling 

a lot of pain on foreskin, it also became swollen and that is when we went to Boma hospital, 

they brought a doctor who removed the foreskin. That is when I got to know that 

circumcision is important. 

Respondent 3: Apart from those who move around informing the public using loud speakers, 

there is media, adverts keep running, they keep talking about it on all the radio stations and 

TVs. So, they also be educating people and encouraging them and also talking about the 

benefits of removing the fore skin, so I also heard about it from there. 

Respondent 4: For me the very first time, I heard about it from Muslims. When one is 

Muslim, they cut off the fore skin. The some time back, we heard that they were introducing 

a program in schools, a program of removing the fore skin/circumcising among children. 

They also gave us papers to sign, those of who accepted, our children were circumcised. Then 

there are times when we used to hear them educate on the radios about removal of the fore 

skin for everyone even if you are not Muslim. 

Interviewer: Now, in this region of Bunyoro, which people, which category of people has 

been involved in circumcision more? 



Respondent 2: Majority have been children in schools because most times they have been 

moving through schools asking for people who want to be circumcised, and they would take 

them. The they were also telling that if they take you to prison, now that this program is here, 

you might come back when they have forced you to have your fore skin removed, since it is a 

government program. 

Interviewer: Who was saying those things? 

Respondent 2: We would just hear people saying them. That government would make sure 

that they have all men circumcised. But for us we have mainly seen children in schools. 

Respondent 1: The first people that we know are Muslims, you cannot be Muslim if your 

fore skin hasn’t been removed. This other circumcision done for others has come in later, but 

the people we have always known are the Muslims. 

Interviewer: Apart from children in schools and Muslims, are there any other people? 

Respondent 8: Ever since this thing started, you find that every child that has been born has 

to be circumcised. 

Interviewer: Are there any other people, let’s say maybe in terms of age, if we compare 

men of older age and the youth, is there a group that has engaged more in circumcision 

than the other. 

Respondent 6: It is mainly young children, those who have just been born and the children in 

school 

Interviewer: How about the youth? 

Respondent 6: The youth no, they usually fear, because of the pain that is usually 

experienced. 



Interviewer: Now I want you to tell me the reasons that have encouraged these people 

who have engaged in circumcision more. For what reasons has it been? 

Respondent 4: Now there are most times that we go to the hospital. May be taking our 

pregnant wives for antenatal care. And then the nurses educate us that it is important to have 

a man remove his foreskin on the penis because if you don’t remove it, you wife could get a 

problem on her uterus because of that dirt that causes cancer of the uterus. Then they advise 

you as man to remove the fore skin. 

Interviewer: How about the little children and children in school that we have said have 

been involved a lot, for them what are the reasons for the involvement? 

Respondent 6: The reason as to why our children have been involved is that the current 

government is looking at how life in the future will be. They want our children to have better 

health in the future, to be able to prevent diseases hat mighty disturb them 

Respondent 1: Hmm, for me I don’t see any reason different from that 

Respondent 7: That reason.., that one is saying it is not there, but it is there. Anyone who is 

circumcised, some people keep saying it is the Muslims…, but now when people are getting 

to understand, the whites who understand for us the Africans, they tell us that when one is 

circumcised, there are many things that they prevent. They done easily get diseases 

Respondent 3: But even the youth have been involved. For me the reason I see is because 

people have been involved freely without paying money, so it wasn’t costing, that is why this 

one number 6 said that children in school have been involved, meaning that if a parent has 

like five or six children they can be circumcised. But if it was for paying, the parent wouldn’t 

afford, so that is why many people got involved 



Respondent 4: Now there other people who have been involved and gotten circumcised after 

there is information they have heard from their colleagues and may be from the women they 

have expressed their love for. The woman may say if you are not circumcised, we can’t have 

sexual intercourse, for me I like a man who is circumcised. May be they start telling each 

other that a circumcised man is very good, then also the others go for circumcision to confirm 

whether what they say is true, he just goes for circumcision for that reason. Then the others, it 

is true that sometimes they are disturbed by that fore skin. He grows as a man but he gets 

disturbed by that foreskin, when he can’t do sexual activities well when the skin is on. Now 

when he gets such a chance, he says let me go and have the fore skin removed so that enjoy 

my sexual activity with ease. 

Interviewer: Now we have said that in this region it is mainly the children in schools, the 

youth and the children who are being born, then who are those people who haven’t been 

involved in circumcision? 

Respondent 4: Those who haven’t been involved a lot have been older men. 

Interviewer: Why haven’t these older men been involved? 

Respondent 4: These older men have been telling us that for us as we have never been 

circumcised, as we have been able to produce our children, how come we have never been 

sick and even nothing has ever happened to our wives. Now if we get circumcised, what 

difference will it create? And those have not been involved in circumcision. 

Respondent 3: My reason is not different from that. That is true, the older man tells that the 

years he has already spent in this world are more than the years he is awaiting to live, now 

why would he involve himself in circumcision, because the remaining years are few. 

Respondent 6: For me number six, I was saying that the other reason that has stopped these 

old men from getting circumcised is that…, there are some who have been circumcised and 



then their wives have left them. We don’t know what happens, may be too much bleeding but 

after circumcision, they have lost their manpower completely, and they are many, it is not 

one. Whoever was circumcised, the time male circumcision started here in Hoima, very many 

older men got involved but they found that problem that their manpower disappeared. Now 

they went and started treating, they looked for medicines here and there but things failed 

Respondent 2: What has discouraged older men is fear, they fear, now like my father, if you 

told him to get circumcised, you would die with him because he fears to get circumcised. And 

now the other thing, in our village there is a boy they circumcised and he ended up dying. He 

died from Mulago. 

Interviewer: Oh, no, sorry about that 

Respondent 2: Now when they continue to hear such stories, they fear 

Respondent 1: The other reason, if you go back to the writings in the bible, those who teach 

us about the bible tell us that God created a man in his own image, now if he created this man 

in his image and put him there with that fore skin and now for you, you start cutting it off, it 

means you are differentiating yourself from God. So, some people who follow the bible say 

no, God created man in his own image dressed with everything, so if you start undressing 

him, cutting off some things, you be disagreeing with God. 

Respondent 4: The other reason would be about finances. One can say that I won’t go for 

circumcision because I will spend like 4 or 5 days without going for work, so that one ends 

up avoiding to go for circumcision, because he doesn’t get healed in one day. Now for 

example a boda-boda man will not accept to go there, you don’t circumcise me today and I go 

for work the following day, I have to first spend a week, and you haven’t given me what I 

will be eating. So, you end up saying, let me look for money  



Respondent 7: For me I am disagreeing with what number one said, that thing of saying that 

man was created in God’s image and you can’t change him, how come Jesus was 

circumcised. 

Respondent 8: For me the other reason I see, for an older person. Now those older men, it is 

also age, he has really grown older and now he goes for circumcision, you might find he gets 

badly off and then also the time he spends to get healed. 

Interviewer: Now there are some people who say that when a man is circumcised, the 

size of his penis reduces or it becomes shorter, is that a reason or? 

Respondent 4: May be what I know, the other problem, people who have never been 

circumcised, we find challenges. Comparing the penis that is always covered inside, then you 

imagine if it remains outside scratching on clothes or things, it might disturb you a lot to keep 

scratching and not feeling well, it might also reduce the chances of you getting feelings for 

sexual activity compared to when it is always covered inside. And they always use that as an 

example and they say millet that is in a basket and fully covered and that which has been on 

the table for hours without a cover, which one do you eat and it tastes better. So, circumcision 

might reduce your chances of having good sexual feelings during the time for sexual activity. 

Interviewer: The how about that thing of saying that some men fear because they think 

they will take a long time doing sexual abstinence since they will still be healing from 

the wound 

Respondent 4: That is also a reason. Because if God created you when you are fully 

functional and then you sit next to your wife or start passing around girls, it can bring up 

problems. You start to erect and then the wound gapes and you start bleeding and then you 

take a long period of time to heal. Some just think about their wives and erect, it depends on 

how God created you. 



Respondent 3: Mine is not very different form that 

Respondent 2: For me on my side, I won’t also differ from number 4, because when I was 

circumcised, but for me I was circumcised by the Muslims, I also got those challenges, each 

time the trouser touched/scratched my penis, each time the penis erected, it would bleed and I 

would feel a lot of pain. 

Interviewer: Then before they circumcise you at the facility, they first test you for HIV, 

so there is a possibility of one saying that they are scared of knowing their HIV status, is 

that true?, can that also be a reason? 

Respondent 1: No, that is not a reason because everyone wants to know his HIV status and 

then keep his family 

Respondent 5: It is true that cannot be a reason, people want to know their status 

Respondent 3: No, not at all, that is not a reason, it cannot be. Because even Muslims can 

circumcise you with testing you if you are really interested in circumcision. So that is not a 

reason. 

Interviewer: Now there at THE FACILITY AT Boma hospital, they conduct 

circumcision, right, now I am asking you to tell me some of the challenges that people 

who go there for circumcision face? 

Respondent 2: The challenges they face at Boma, mainly you find there women who are the 

ones going to do the circumcision, yet you don’t want the woman to be the one to do the 

circumcision on you, so you find yourself fearing. 

Respondent 6: The other major reason, the type of cutting for the Muslim and the type of 

cutting for the Muslims are different. The doctors first give you anesthesia, when after cutting 

they have to suture you with stiches, the Muslims do not suture, there is a way they do their 



work and it comes out neatly. But now for the hospital people, I don’t know but may be the 

ones who do circumcision are young people, there are always young girls, who don’t really 

know what to do well. And because they keep suturing, we fear them and even healing takes 

long because of the way they do their work. That is what even makes the older people to have 

their man power reduced or to completely lose it. 

Respondent 1: My colleague has said some of them, but to add on that, let’s say those who 

do the circumcisions, come seasonally. They announce that on such and such a day we shall 

conduct circumcision. It is not like the way you can say if you have malaria, let’s go to the 

hospital, in other words, they are not always there. It is only after they announce their 

availability that you go, yet sometimes, if finds when you are very busy 

Respondent 3: I don’t have any regarding that  

Respondent 4: Now for me what I know, they said the type of circumcision conducted in the 

hospital is different from the one conducted by the Muslims just like the other one said. That 

in the hospital, they first get an injection and inject your penis with anesthesia and then they 

circumcise you. Sometimes the type of cutting is not bad, they take long to heal. And when 

they finish injecting them, some of them end up losing their manpower. Some end up 

remaining paralyzed. You might find when they inject into the vessel that supplies the 

manpower. Even when they call them that someone got a problem, they may fail to treat the 

person to have his manpower fully restored. So you find that scares people from going to get 

circumcised from the hospital even if the program is on. Secondly, usually it is women you 

find, and someone may not find it easy to accept a woman touch and then do their 

circumcision. You find it so hard, you are not sick, but then a woman takes you aside and 

tells you to undress, she is a woman and you are you…, and she says I am going to cut you, 

sometimes you might end up getting some challenges, during that time if the penis erects and 



then the other person wants to circumcise you. You went there for a different reason and now 

something else is happening, it doesn’t look good. 

Interviewer: Okay, how about the attitude of the health workers, how is their attitude? 

Respondent 5: Their attitude is not bad, they usually attract people very well and people go. 

Interviewer: How about things to do with drugs, for them do they be there? 

Chorus: No, they are not there. 

Respondent 4: But they say that they give you a phone contact, if you get any challenges, 

you call on that number, then they say when they get challenges and call, they find when the 

number they were given is not the one, and when they are doing badly. They start sending 

them to other facilities when for them they already left long ago. 

Respondent 1: For me this is what I am saying. Depending on the way I took my child to the 

hospital, yes health workers were there, but they would tell us that medicines are not there, 

they would just write for you to go and buy or bring and they inject him, so I would also use 

herbs for failing to get the medicines 

Interviewer: Now in terms of culture and our daily living/social life, are there any 

reasons that can stop people 

Respondent 4: There is a challenge for us because of different religious beliefs. Sometimes 

you find when a religion has a particular teaching that doesn’t believe in circumcision 

Interviewer: Now like which religion? 

Respondent: Now for us the Pentecostals sometimes we have a lot of concerns in our 

faith. Sometimes they tell us that there are a\some people who can come disguising 

behind circumcision but with other intentions of offering sacrifices to their spirits but 



after going through companies or governments. Such that can also be a challenge that 

scares off someone. 

Respondent 1: People who belong to the faith of unity religion, those people don’t believe in 

such things like circumcision. That is why you see one person had come for this education 

talk, just left, his religion doesn’t accept such. There are also those Pentecostals that came 

first, those of “sisimuka”(meaning those who woke up), those ones you can’t also tell them 

about circumcision and they accept.  

Respondent 3: The cultural things…, the big thing that I see that can prevent one from 

getting circumcised…uhmmm.., may be men seeing that it takes time for them to heal. 

Because some men cannot even take two days without sexual intercourse, now when they see 

that they have to take a week, they decide not to go for it. Then there are also men who marry 

women who are very stubborn, the woman tells you that she wants every sex every time, so 

even you as a man you think that if you go there, the man might end up divorcing. We have 

different challenges in our lives, so you end up not going for circumcision. 

Interviewer: How about things to do with disowning you, that in some families if you go 

for circumcision they disown you, do we have such issues?  

Respondent 3: Me I think those things are not there. Because now before you go for 

circumcision, do you have to tell everyone? How will they know, because you know there are 

urban areas, someone stays in town and they have like 10 km to reach their villages, it is not 

easy and when one grows, he make personal decisions. If someone can grow and go to 

another religion without him being disowned, how about just getting circumcised, there is no 

problem I think. 



Respondent 2: For me what I was saying, removing the fore skin has no problem. But there 

are some families that don’t like…, now like our family, when they circumcised me, I first 

became a Muslim, and they wanted to chase me for going to the Muslim religion 

Chorus: Not for getting circumcised? 

Respondent 2: After getting circumcised, I joined the Muslim religion and then they said if 

they hadn’t circumcised you, you wouldn’t have joined the Muslims 

Interviewer: Now for you, why had you joined the Muslims, is it because they had 

circumcised you, or because the family was starting to disown you? 

Respondent 2: I went to the Muslims because my own mother was a Muslim but after she 

had been married in our family she converted but me I had remained in the other religion and 

then my father said that if you know I am your father then you need to convert from being a 

Muslim. 

Respondent 6: That has no problem, one can make a personal decision. Even if it is your son 

at home, he can say daddy I don’t want. 

Respondent 5: For me what I am saying…, that is why you see even the government puts in 

money and encourages people to get circumcised. We said getting circumcised, is not 

becoming a Muslim 

Interviewer: Now us the boda-boda men, we had talked a little about this, which 

reasons that are concerned with finances or earnings that can stop us from engaging in 

this thing? 

Respondent 4: The reason is the time you spent before getting healed, you be losing a lot yet 

your family will need financial help. The other thing it is not good to bring it as a law that it 

is a must everyone who is a boda-boda man has to get circumcised because we have those 



who can easily understand its benefits but doesn’t wish to take it up. May be he is used and 

he can always clean himself up. 

Respondent 6: The reason, this one already talked about it, for the older people, you know 

when someone goes beyond the age of 25 years. By then the body has started getting hard, so 

even when we get circumcised, we take some longer time to heal  

Respondent 1: What I want to talk about is the time, now if you are the head of the family 

and it is you responsible for looking for money to look after the family and then you decide to 

go for circumcision and spend like two weeks, your people will be lacking what to eat 

Interviewer: Now like you as an individual would you want to be circumcised form the 

hospital or to be circumcised by these Muslim people who do the circumcision? 

Respondent 1: It would have been good for one to be circumcised from the hospital because 

ever since my son was circumcised by the Muslims, I got a lot of challenges, even when I to 

the hospital they abuse me a lot asking me why I didn’t take the boy to the hospital.  They 

were just looking at me and that taught me a lesson that I needed to go the hospital. 

Respondent 2: For me the way see I think one needs to be circumcised by a Muslim because 

when a Muslim does the circumcision, he gives you medicine, for me when I was 

circumcised, they first treated me and I healed and the other thing what we are hearing about 

these things from the hospital; that if they circumcise you when you are still young, in future 

you only deliver two children (Laughing). Those are people’s words. You never know they 

could circumcise you and you fail to even produce one. 

Respondent 3: Hmmm…, both sides are good, but it depends how God has helped you from 

wherever they have circumcised you and you get peace without taking long with the wound. 

Because one has told you, he prefers the Muslim, the other prefers the hospital. So, me I 

don’t have a choice, as long as you are circumcised and then you heal, are all good. 



Respondent 4: For me what I see…, Majority tell us that Muslims circumcise well. But now 

the problem comes in on our religious faith. The one for the Muslims and the one for 

Christians are different. It would be good for one to choose where they prefer.  

Interviewer: For you where would you choose? 

Respondent 4: Hmmm…, I do not have a choice for now  

Respondent 5: For me I would prefer the hospital because sometimes you find when they 

have medicines, I don’t know if the Muslims also have. You might find the Muslim giving 

you herbs, but the other side there will be no herbs. 

Respondent 6: By the way, we have grown up seeing the Muslims do that work. Muslims 

circumcise you and after write for you a chit, drug shops and pharmacies are present, you go 

and buy a few drugs, and then get healed. So it is Muslims who are right to circumcise us 

Respondent 8: I also won’t differ from my colleagues. For me the chances are two, I would 

like to be circumcised form the hospital because; even a Muslim can circumcise me and heal 

but there could be a problem and then I go to the hospital and then they start treating me 

badly. But for me, I would prefer being circumcised form the hospital. 

Respondent 7: For me I am already circumcised, but if I were to do it again, I would prefer 

the Muslims. Because the Muslims have been doing this work ever since. And you people go 

and circumcise people and put threads  

Interviewer: Is there any other thing that we haven’t talked about that you want us to 

talk about? 

Respondent 4: May be for this program, aren’t there other people behind it pushing it 

forward for their other interests, because usually people like programs but then fear them 

thinking there could be other reasons behind these programs 



Interviewer: No, there is no any other interest behind this. In fact, I am not part of those 

people who do circumcision at the hospital, I am a student who has come to get you r 

opinions regarding circumcision. Is there anything else, Okay let’s stop here, thank you so 

much for your time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FGD FOR MEN OF PRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATION 

Social-demographic characteristics of the participants 

No Study ID Age Marital status Education 

level 

Religion 

1 011 40 Married P.7 Catholic 

2 012 48 Married         P.7 Anglican 

3 013 47 Married No education Catholic 

4 014 39 Married P.6 Anglican 

5 015 25 Married P.5 Anglican 

6 016 27 Married P.7 Catholic 

7 017 25 Married p.6 Catholic 

8 018 39 Married P.3 Catholic 

 

Interviewer: The first question says you as a person how do you understand this thing 

of circumcision                                                                  

Respondent 3:  Me I understand it in a way that you be preventing yourself from diseases 

like gonorrhea and also in old men diseases like syphilis too                                                                                                                                                 

Interviewer; Respondent 5 would you like to add something?                                                                     

Respondent 5: Yes 

Interviewer: which one? 

Respondent 5: Apart from diseases you also maintain personal hygiene 

Interviewer: What of number 8 how do you understand this thing of circumcision?  

Respondent 8: It helps to prevent someone from easily acquiring HIV/AIDS 

Interviewer: Number1 do you have something to tell us 

Respondent 1: Nothing because my colleagues have said out all that I was thinking  

Interviewer: What of number 2? 

Respondent 2: Your skin is hard and cannot easily be injured because the skin is used  

Interviewer: Number 7 do you have anything to tell us  

Respondent 7: Most of it all my colleagues have said it but the major part of it is that the 

skin is hard to be injured so in that way you be protecting yourself from HIV 

Interviewer: What of number 6? 



Respondent 6: It helps to protect yourself from diseases like syphilis 

Interviewer; Okay, respondent 4 also tell us something 

Respondent 4: The penis gains more strength  

Interviewer: Why does the penis gain more strength? 

Respondent 4: Because the outer skin is off  

Interviewer: Would you like to tell us more about that? 

Respondent 4: No nothing more 

Interviewer: Now in this place of Bunyoro which words do people normally use to mean 

this thing of circumcision   

Chorus: people normally ask like for you were you circumcised  

Interviewer: Is there any particular term people normally use? 

Respondent 4: People mostly say “screw” 

Interviewer: Number 1 you were telling us something  

Respondent 1: People normally say “bakankomora” 

Interviewer; Okay, number 7 is there any other word people normally use? 

Respondent 7: People usually say “circumcision”  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5? 

Respondent 5; People say “okusarwa” 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8? 

Respondent 8: What I wanted to say a colleague has said it already but its “okusarwa” 

Interviewer: What of respondent 6, what do they normally say? 

Respondent 6: They normally say circumcision  

Interviewer: Okay, apart from what you have already told me I would like you to tell 

me all other things you know about circumcision  



Respondent 1: as we told you us boda boda men interact with a lot of people sometimes 

even when you are with women and you talk about circumcision, they normally say a 

circumcised man is always clean and good in bed compared to the un-circumcised 

Interviewer: Okay respondent 2 what do you normally hear? 

Respondent 2: It protect us from easily getting injured because the skin is hard so the 

chances of getting diseases like HIV are also reduced. 

Interviewer: Is there any other thing that you know? 

Respondent 2: The other thing is personal hygiene  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 what else do you know?        

Respondent 4: Any un-circumcised man is always dirty because of the dirt that is always kept 

in the covering of the penis 

Interviewer Okay, respondent 3 what else do you know  

Respondent 3: It helps to promote personal hygiene 

Interviewer: Respondent 5 for you what else do you know  

Respondent 5: There some women you find and they say they want circumcised men mostly 

as compared to the un-circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 6. Anything to tell us  

Respondent 6: What I know when not circumcised you keep dirty  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 anything more to tell us 

Respondent 7: Women normally say circumcised men have a good sexual performance, that’s 

it  

Interviewer: Respondent 8, anything to tell us?  

Respondent 8: Me what am saying is that a circumcised man has good sexual performance 

and during sexual intercourse the woman enjoys a lot  

Interviewer: Okay now is there anything we would like to add on, oh yes respondent 4 

Respondent 4: When you are circumcised, during sex the lining down the penis is not easily 

injured for infection of HIV  



Interviewer: Is there anything else we would like to add on? Respondent 3,  anything 

else to add on  

Respondent 3: Maybe you [interviewer] you tell us something more  

Interviewer:  will add on later but right now am still getting to know what you people 

know. Okay now all this information you know about the disease control, sexual 

performance and all you have told me, where did you get all this information? 

Respondent 1 may you please tell us  

Respondent 1: The fact that we work and interact with a lot of people customers and we, 

ourselves, me I got the information from the people I keep with all the time  

Interviewer: what of respondent 2 where did you get the information?  

Respondent 2: Sometime I was listening to the radio and they were teaching about those 

things of family planning and also they had to talk about circumcision so it’s where I got the 

learning from  

Interviewer: what of respondent 5 where did you get the information from? 

Respondent 5: I had them from the hospital like when I go for HIV check up  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6? 

Respondent 6: Me, I had them from IDI  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 what of you where did you hear the information from? 

Respondent 7 :me it’s my wife whom I have now that told me that a circumcised man is 

somehow protected from acquiring HIV mostly when he is using (having sexual intercourse 

with) many women  

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 where did you get the information from? 

Respondent 8: Me as I always stay with Muslims, they keep talking about circumcision and 

its good things, so it’s where I got the information 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 where did you get the information  

Respondent 4: Me I found myself circumcised  



Interviewer; now in this place of Bunyoro which category of people has been so much 

involved in this thing of circumcision than others? 

Chorus: It’s the boda-boda men  

Interviewer: Oh okay may be not considering that but in terms of ages like which age 

category  

Respondent 4: Mostly the youth of lower ages ranges of 16 to 19 

Interviewer: Meaning the youth are the ones most involved in this, What of the old 

people,  respondent 1 tell us 

Respondent 1: The truth is for those old people who were circumcised before they are but 

comparing the number of the young to the old who have been circumcised in these days, the 

young are many more than the old   

Interviewer: Oh, okay, respondent 5 what is your say? 

Respondent 5: It’s the same thing I wanted to say  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7, what is your say about this? 

Respondent 7: If it’s not about change of religion in an old person if one was not 

circumcised before, he would not get circumcised 

Interviewer: Respondent 8 what is your say about this? 

Respondent 8: Me, am saying it’s the young who have mostly got circumcised because the 

services used to find them at school and they get the service when still young  

 Interviewer: what of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: This thing is common in the young people. For the old people it’s not 

common  

Interviewer: What of you respondent 2? 

Respondent 2: It is mostly the youth who have taken part in this thing of circumcision  

Interviewer: As you have said it has been so common in the youth apart from that is 

there any other reason for this age group to be much involved in circumcision. Which 

reason respondent 2? 



Respondent 2: As others said for sexual enjoyment and protection from diseases 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 is there any other reason that has forced these people into 

circumcision    

Respondent 4: To protect oneself from acquiring HIV mostly when you are circumcised 

Interviewer: What of respondent 6? 

Respondent 6: Also me you be protecting from HIV 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: When you are circumcised you keep free always like after urinating there is 

no urine that keeps inside to disturb you  

Interviewer: Respondent 5, what is your say 

Respondent 5: You can get a lady who is a Muslim and want to marry her so you have to get 

circumcised and change to a Muslim  

Interviewer: Respondent 8 what about you? 

Respondent 8: For me it’s all about personal hygiene 

Interviewer: As you people have said that these old people have not so much been 

engaged in the thing of circumcision because they fear to be circumcised. Apart from 

that is there any other reason?, respondent 5 may you tell us 

Respondent 5: Someone may be wanting but when he requires money so before he gets the 

money he can’t go there 

Interviewer: Respondent 1 you want to tell us something? 

Respondent 1: Others think of the time they are to spend while circumcised and not working 

because of the wound and may be you may erect and bring blood from the wound so all this 

stop them 

Interviewer: respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Some after circumcision the pain is too much and may be the penis bulges so 

when all this is told to someone who is yet to be circumcised it brings fear in him stopping 

him from going for circumcision    



Interviewer: Respondent 8 

Respondent 8: Some people I have been with think when they get circumcised their penis 

may stop working well because of the drugs they use on them  

Interviewer: Respondent 2, what do you think? 

Respondent 2: It’s all about time that one would spend without working treating the wound  

Interviewer: What about respondent 6 

Respondent 6: They be in fear of pain involved in circumcision  

Interviewer: How about respondent 7 anything to tell us 

Respondent 7: These old men have the tendency of I don’t care even may get advice from 

the wife and the lady is like our works will get to stand still so that stops him  

Interviewer: We have talked of most of all the reasons that could let one get into being 

circumcised like hygiene, protection from HIV and many others. Apart from those are 

there any other reasons that would force one into being circumcised. Which reason 

respondent 4 tell us? 

Respondent 4: May be diseases like gonorrhea like when you are infected with the disease 

you will be forced to get circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 1 which reason?   

Respondent 1: Me I think we have said it all I have no reason I can add on  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 do you have any that you can add on  

Respondent 7: May be when you have just got a lady and you want to have sex with her she 

can totally refuse and tell you to only come to her when you are circumcised so this can force 

you to it  

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 which other reason do you give? 

Respondent 8: No other reason because we have said it all 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 any other reason you can give? 

Respondent 4: No other reason  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 



Respondent 5: No I don’t have any other reason  

Interviewer: As we have said of all the reasons that stop people from getting 

circumcised, how about this, some say that when you get circumcised the penis reduces 

in size and length. Is this reason there or no  

Respondent 3: Some people say ever since they got circumcised their sexual performance 

reduced .so these are the reasons that prevent people from getting circumcised and they 

decide to keep like that  

Interviewer: Respondent 2 do you have any say about that?  

Respondent 2: No manpower does not reduce its just increases 

Interviewer: How about respondent 4 do you have any say about that? 

Respondent 4: Me ever since I was circumcised my penis is at its best it works so well  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 what do you have to say about this 

Respondent 3: I can lose manpower just because we all have different lives ones man power 

may increase and mine reduces 

Interviewer: Respondent 6 do you have any say about this 

Respondent 6: It depends on where you are circumcised from like in the Muslims they don’t 

inject you unlike the hospitals where they inject you  

Interviewer: So those circumcised from the hospital and those from the Muslims who 

are those affected? 

Respondent 6: The one circumcised from the hospital are affected 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 what’s your say about this  

Respondent 7: The one circumcised from the hospital and one circumcised from the Muslim 

are different in a way that from hospital you are sutured on the wound which is not the fact 

with the Muslim who just puts on the gauze, which delays healing among those circumcised 

from the hospital  

Interviewer: Respondent 8, what is your say about that? 



Respondent 8: My say is for those circumcised from the Muslim they get fine very first 

compared to those circumcised from hospital  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 what do you have to tell us?  

Respondent 5: Me I know that when circumcised from the Muslim you have to take good 

care of the wound and you truly get fine very fast 

Interviewer: Oh okay, now for hospitals before being circumcised you are first checked of 

your HIV status  some people say they don’t want to know their status so could this be a 

reason for not going for circumcision  

Respondent 5: Now for that case Muslims are there because for them you just call him even 

on phone at your home so if someone is like that you can just call a Muslim to work on you 

so it can stop someone from going to the hospital  

Interviewer: Meaning it’s not one of the reasons that can stop one from going to the 

hospital  

Interviewer: Some people say when a man is circumcised he develops the lust for 

wanting to sleep around with every woman. Respondent 2 what is your say about that? 

Respondent 2: When you get circumcised you go insane for women the result is that you 

now marry like four  

Chorus: [Laughing] 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 what is your say  

Respondent 4: No lust does not come because of circumcision, you be having it even before  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 do you have any say about this? 

Respondent 3: Even me when I am having a lot of manpower I may find myself having like 

five from one wife  

Interviewer: What of respondent one what is your say? 

Respondent 3: The fact is for the circumcised men the lust is there not sure may be for us 

who are circumcised only may be for the un-circumcised too I don’t know 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8? 



Respondent 8: the fact is that you be having the lust even before circumcision because for 

me it has not happened to me because we are even married now and after me being 

circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 7, what is your say? 

Respondent 7: That can happen after circumcision when the man power has over whelmed 

you your wife can decide to tell you to add on her another woman to divide and balance the 

manpower 

Interviewer: Respondent 6  

Respondent 6:  You be having the lust before even circumcision?  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 any say about this? 

Respondent 5: It’s only the woman who enjoys when you are circumcised for you the man 

you just keep with your lust  

Interviewer: Other people say they fear circumcision because it’s like burying you alive, 

have you people heard of this before or ? What is your say about this? 

Respondent 1: Me as a person I have heard of that thing today as the first time but as any 

other person no one would like to be buried alive. Even when for example you are digging 

and hurt yourself and remove a small skin you can’t say that you also buried yourself alive. 

So who ever says that is there just to discourage others because it’s not right. 

Interviewer: Respondent 4: do you have any say about it? 

Respondent 4: That’s just for discouragement  

Interviewer: Okay, how about you respondent 2? 

Respondent 2: There it requires you to decide for yourself, because all you decide for 

yourself not that you are forced into anything  

Interviewer: But this thing of circumcision that it’s like burying you alive is it right or? 

Respondent 2: No it has no problem because people may also lose a leg in some 

circumstances          

Interviewer: Respondent 5 what is your say about this? 



Respondent 5: It has no problem as a person still decides to go for an operation  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3?  

Respondent 3: No it has no problem with it   

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 

Respondent 6: No, it has no problem  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 what is your say  

Respondent 7: No it has no problem as long you don’t fear to get circumcised  

Interviewer: respondent 8 tell us? 

Respondent 8: No it has no problem when you get circumcised  

Interviewer: Now I know that at regional hospital they offer circumcision services, so I 

would like you to tell me some of the problems men face when they go for circumcision 

at the hospital may be you as a boda boda man the problems you faced or you heard 

people faced. Respondent 6 tell us  

Respondent 6: The problem is that we were being worked upon by females  

Interviewer: So where is the problem of being worked up on by females?  

Respondent 6: when we would tell our colleagues its females circumcising they used to say 

no they will not go there 

Interviewer: Meaning you be wanting the males to be the ones circumcising you?  

Respondent: Yes  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 where would the problem be?  

Respondent 7: Me the problem was also with females they used to make fun of us playing 

with our penises saying like this one has a bigger penis than my husband so when you would 

it to others they would fear to go there  

Interviewer: Respondent 4 tell us  

Respondent 4: The other problem was they used to circumcise poorly leading to poor 

functioning of the penis so that’s one of the reasons as to why some people failed to go there  



Interviewer: Respondent 1 which reason  

Respondent 1: the other problem is that they do not make follow up as long as they remove 

the sheath the remaining part to play is yours but there is no any other much problem  

Interviewer: what of respondent 2 

Respondent 2: The problem is not getting healed in a short time is mostly the one that scares 

people 

Interviewer: what of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: The problem is coming to circumcise me when you are female yet even in 

labour wards of women its ladies that work there so this must be for men  

Interviewer: respondent 8 

Respondent 8: The care in government hospitals is not good that they don’t take much care 

to treat a circumcised person so you find that Muslims take care before they do follow up on 

how you are treating the penis  

Interviewer: Respondent 5 

Respondent 5: The other problem is like when one is circumcised poorly and he happens to 

tell the colleagues that aren’t circumcised obviously they won’t go there  

Interviewer: oh okay yes respondent 4 tell us  

Respondent 4:The other thing is that the Muslims for them they give all medicine required 

for quick healing of the wound but all this after paying money after giving you an option of 

joining the Muslim religion and money but for the government facilities they don’t care  on 

you as long as they remove the sheath  

Interviewer: What of the attitude of the health workers how do they behave  

Respondent 6: At some point the government brought in UPDF whom really were not good 

and they would circumcise everyone by force but these other ones do not behave bad as such  

Chorus: [Laughing]                                  

Interviewer: Now those they circumcised did they just force them or? 



Respondent 6: No at some point people started saying it has been passed by government that 

every man must get circumcised so people went there frequently   

Interviewer: Now apart from these reasons in these social living of ours is there any other 

reason that is may be cultural, religious that can stop one from getting circumcised 

?respondent 4 tell us  

Respondent 4: May be In families where a  man has less authority than a woman, a man may 

be wanting to go or even the boy children for circumcision but the woman completely stops 

him, may be that  

Interviewer: What of respondent 1 tell any say about this? 

Respondent 1:Me as person I don’t see any other reason that can stop someone from getting 

circumcised even if it’s the woman interfering as a colleague has said there we would just 

break up because its right to choose for myself what I want because of the light I have seen  

Interviewer: Respondent 2 what would be the reason  

Respondent 2: there is no other reason and someone is supposed to get circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 5 do you think there is any reason that can stop someone into 

getting circumcised 

Respondent 5: There is no other reason as long as you want to be circumcised you just 

decide by yourself and go for it  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6?  

Respondent 6: May be some religions like that of faith of unity  

Interviewer: Oh okay, what of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Me I don’t think there is any reason not even any of the religions I have heard 

that stops people from getting circumcised 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3 :Let’s get circumcised, there is no any other reason to stop from one from 

getting circumcised but me I also wanted to get circumcised but my wife interfered and 

stopped me 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 any say about this? 



Respondent 8: Me as long as if am to get circumcised there is one to be looking after my 

family until the wound heals, then I have no problem with it  

Interviewer: Okay, now we as boda boda men things concerning our income, can they 

interfere with us getting circumcised?  Respondent 1 tell us  

Respondent 1: Like us boda boda men when you don’t work a day putting a meal on is so 

hard and someone thinks about it like when I get circumcised and finish like a week without 

working how will I be making it for myself and the family you see that you wish to get 

circumcised but conditions can’t sustain you  

Interviewer: Respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Some of riding motorcycles which are not even ours yet even the owner isn’t 

an easy person it’s so hard for us because if you don’t give him or her money that you aren’t 

working you may even lose the job so we just decide to do away with circumcision  

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 what is your say?  

Respondent 2: riding a motorcycle that’s not yours even if you spend three days without 

giving him or her money he decides to take the motorcycle so even if it’s you can’t get into 

circumcision 

Interviewer: respondent 3  

Respondent 3: It’s the same as a colleague has said  

Interviewer: respondent 8 tell us  

Respondent 3: Some of us have loans in the bank that require every day working to get 

money to pay the loans so we can’t really go into circumcision  

Interviewer: Ok, respondent 7 

Respondent 7: The other thing is about customers, one can be having like ten customers so 

when you think of keeping home for like a month while circumcised by the time you come 

back you will have lost all the customers you had may be remaining with like two 

Interviewer: Respondent 5 tell us   



Respondent 5: Some of us also ride motorcycles on loan for example when the Indian man is 

demanding his money you won’t tell him that me I was circumcised I have no money because 

you aren’t working  

Interviewer: Okay, now take for instance you are all not circumcised, you as a person 

where would you like to be circumcised from if at all you decided to get circumcised? 

Respondent 1 tell us  

Respondent 1: Me I would prefer to be circumcised by a Muslim rather than the hospital 

because those thing or injections and sewing in the hospital aren’t good. There are a lot of 

saying like that those boys they used to pick from schools for circumcision won’t produce 

more than 2 children so complaints are too many its better they circumcise you from a 

Muslim  

Interviewer: Respondent 2 any say about this? 

Respondent 2: It would be better they circumcise you from home by a Muslim and you keep 

their safe and heal easily 

Interviewer: Respondent 3 for you how would you like it? 

Respondent 3: I would also prefer to be worked upon by a Muslim  

Interviewer: What of you respondent 8 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 8: Me as I had said before I would prefer a Muslim because they really care and 

give first healing medication  

Interviewer: What about you respondent 5 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 5: I would prefer a Muslim at home or mosque because you heal easily and very 

fast 

Interviewer: What of respond 4 what would prefer? 

Respondent 4: I would prefer a Muslim to work on me  

Interviewer: for what reason would you prefer a Muslim  

Respondent 4: Because they really take care than those doctors in the hospital and even in 

the hospital they circumcise poorly  

Interviewer: What of you respondent 7 



Respondent 7: I would prefer a Muslim to circumcise every one because they have 

experience of thing what they went through and how they were looked after so they are better  

Interviewer: What of you respondent 6 

Respondent 6: I would prefer a Muslim because they keep checking on you till you fully 

heal not like in hospitals where they do not follow you up to see your progress in healing 

because even me I was circumcised from the hospital but by the time I went back I found 

when they had gone already  

Interviewer: The last question is how does the society look at those who are circumcised 

like what do they think about them? 

Respondent 8: Me as me I think the society admires them who are circumcised like they 

have a positive thinking about them because they are circumcised  

Interviewer: what of you respondent 2 what do you think? 

Respondent 2: They have a positive thinking of being well off because they have personal 

hygiene and their penises are hard for easy injuring  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 what would be your say about this? 

Respondent 7: As colleagues have said they have a positive thinking about them because 

they keep clean always maintaining personal hygiene and even wishing circumcision for 

others   

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 what would be your say about this? 

Respondent 4: Your life becomes well off  

Interviewer: What of you respondent 6? 

Respondent 6: You be protecting yourself from diseases 

Interviewer: All things we have talked about is there anyone with a question, 

compliment or any other about our discussion  

Respondent 5: No have no any other say  

Respondent 6: No 



Respondent 2: Me I appreciate for the discussion we would like to take more time and 

organize more studies like this and get us those good people to circumcise us  

Interviewer: Thank you all for your views and responses let’s stop here 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FGD FOR MEN OF SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION 

 

No ID no Age Marital status Education level Religion 

1 021 43 Married S.4 Muslim 

2 022 45 Married S.2 Catholic 

3 023 34 Married S.1 Catholic 

4 024 45 Married S.4 Anglican 

5 025 32 Married S.5 Catholic 

6 026 31 Married S.6 SDA 

7 026 31 Married S.5 Faith of unity 

8 027 24 Single S.4 Anglican 

 

Interviewer: The first question says; you as a person how do you understand this thing 

of circumcision, what is circumcision? 

Respondent 6: Me, I understand it in a way that it helps to improve personal hygiene and 

help to control infection with HIV but not 100% 

Respondent 2: Me I understand it in a way that it helps to improve personal hygiene because 

when the outer skin is not removed it keeps dirt in there. The other thing is that it helps to 

reduce risks of HIV infection as the penis is hard to be injured for infection so risks of HIV 

infection are reduced  

Respondent 3: I understand it in a way that when the outer skin is on, the penis can easily be 

injured for increasing risks of HIV infection during sexual intercourse but were the outer skin 

is removed, the risk reduces  

Respondent 5: Me I understand it in a way that it is so good it helps us maintain personal 

hygiene and also reduce risks of HIV infection   

Respondent 4: I understand it in a way that it helps to improve hygiene and reduce risks of 

infection with STDs 

Respondent 8: I understand it in a way that it helps to reduce risks of acquiring STDs from 

women as the diseases are commonly diagnosed in women so when the outer skin is off risks 

of infection are reduced  



Respondent 1: I also understand it in a way that it helps to reduce risks of acquiring STDs, 

but as all of us have responded in the same way, were we circumcised? Those who are not 

circumcised should get circumcised. 

Interviewer: Okay, about that question we will all respond to it lets first continue. 

Respondent 7 tell us something? 

Respondent 7: Also me my understanding will not differ from that of my colleagues, I also 

understand it in a way that it helps to improve hygiene and reduce risks of getting infected 

with STDs but you are not 100% safe, even it improves on sexual performance  

Interviewer: is there anything else we would like to add on that? Any more thoughts? 

Chorus: No, may be would also want to hear from you  

Interviewer: Me I will talk about it later, I first want to hear your views. Okay now in 

this place of Hoima which words do people commonly use to mean this thing of 

circumcision? Yes respondent 5 tell us 

Respondent 5: They commonly say circumcision 

Respondent 7: They commonly say “kusiramura” 

Interviewer: okay, what of number3 tell us also? 

Respondent 3: They commonly say “kwihaho akasusu”  

Interviewer: Oh okay, number 2, you wanted to tell us something? 

Respondent 2: They commonly say “kwihaho akasusu” and I heard that it will be declared in 

future that every man in Uganda has to be circumcised  

Respondent 4: I will also not differ from colleagues that is what I also commonly hear  

Interviewer: okay now all this Information you have told me, where did you get the 

information from? What was the source of the information?  

Respondent 1: Me as a Muslim I know the things because circumcision is one of the 

requirements of our religion  

Respondent 8: Me I got the information from the hospital like when you go to the hospital its 

almost what the doctors tell you first and they teach you a lot about circumcision so its where 

I got the information  



Respondent 7: Me I got the information my Muslim friends and even some friends from 

cultures where circumcision is a must, they explained to me the benefits of circumcision  

Respondent 6: Me I mostly hear the information on radio and with these people of IDI as 

they are teaching people of the good things of being circumcised   

Respondent 2: Me I mostly got the information from my fellow men saying that when you 

are circumcised during sexual intercourse you enjoy a lot so I also decided to go and get 

circumcised and indeed nowadays days I enjoy to the fullest  

Respondent 3: me I got the information from my fellow boda-boda men and decided to go 

for it and indeed I saw a difference after because I enjoy sex a lot than before  

Respondent 4: I even have visual evidence from the hospital it’s where I got the information 

from. Some man had a disease that had attacked his outer skin of the penis, so the decision 

was to remove it and it was removed  

Respondent 5: Me I mostly got the information on radios where it was being said every man 

must get circumcised  

Interviewer: Okay, now in this place of Hoima which groups of people have mostly 

taken up circumcision?  

Respondent 2: It’s not about a certain category of people but who ever feels like he should 

go for it has gone for it  

Interviewer: okay, now may be with regards to age, is there any age category that has 

most been taken up circumcision than another or uptake is the same in all age 

categories? 

Respondent: The age category that has taken up circumcision most is that from 20 to 35  

 Respondent 1:  Its Muslims that have mostly taken up circumcision 

Respondent 8: Mostly Muslims and youths have taken up this thing of circumcision  

Respondent 4: It’s mostly Muslims that have taken up circumcision and the other some 

youth but who are not Muslims  

Interviewer: respondent 6 which people have most taken up circumcision? 



Respondent 6: It’s mostly the youth who have taken it up and also women having their new 

born babies like at the age of 2 months are getting circumcised  

Interviewer: respondent 7, which category of people? 

Respondent 7: It’s mostly Muslims and the youth simply because they now know the 

benefits of getting circumcised  

Interviewer: what of you respondent 5 which groups of people do you think has most 

taken up this thing of circumcision 

Respondent 5: It’s mostly youth {teenagers} and the young being involved in by their 

parents  

Interviewer: as you have said it’s mostly been taken up by youth and young ones, could 

you people be knowing the reasons as to why it’s them that have most taken up this 

thing? Number 5 which reason? 

Respondent5: The main reason is for improved personal hygiene and control of spread of 

STDs  

Interviewer: respondent 1 which reason do you think has made youth and the young 

take up this thing of circumcision?  

Respondent 1: Me as me I said its Muslims who have mostly taken up circumcision and the 

reason is because it’s a demand by the religion as every Muslim man has to be circumcised 

Interviewer: Respondent 7 tell us what you think could be the reason  

Respondent 7: Me I think it’s because of the teaching that they have gotten mostly in school 

and on media that has made them realize the good of being circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 8 which reason do you think it is? 

Respondent 8:  Me I think the reason is for improvement in sexual performance as ladies 

normally say that the circumcised perform best in sex and improvement I personal hygiene  

Interviewer: Okay, respondent 6 tell us the reason you think   

Respondent 6: It’s because of the adverts always put on radio teaching of the good things of 

circumcision and also to fit in the society with other youth who are circumcised  

Interviewer:  what of you respondent 4 



Respondent 4:  I won’t differ from my colleagues but all the reason is for protection from 

acquiring STDs as these youth are so much into sexual intercourse and cases of getting STDs 

are reduced when circumcised   

Interviewer: Respondent 3, had you told us anything? 

Respondent 3: Helps to control different diseases like SDTs and help to maintain personal 

hygiene 

Interviewer:  Ok now we have said that it’s mostly the youth and the young that have 

mostly taken part in circumcision but which group of people has not taken part in 

circumcision? 

Chorus: Those in elderly age like from ages of 40s and above  

Interviewer: Is there like any religious reasons may be like saying such religious 

denomination has not taken much part in circumcision?  

Respondent 2: I think the religious reason is also there but most of it is about age, like for 

example a man already has  children and a wife but chooses to go for circumcision so when 

he may be fails to heal faster people criticize him like what has he looking for at that old age  

Interviewer: Is there anything like a religious denomination that has not taken much 

part in this thing of circumcision  

Respondent 1: Yes, may be the seventh day Adventists and the faith of unity 

Interviewer: Do you think there is any reason that is behind that? 

Respondent 1: For them they claim of some scripture in the bible that talks about 

circumcision and not being circumcised so for them they take the side of not being 

circumcised but as most other people are coming out to be circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 as you told us before that you are a seventh day Adventist, 

what could be the reason behind this? 

Respondent 7: Me I think it’s just that people have not been sensitized as per religion matters 

but not that the religion discourages it for its people  

Interviewer: Now as per the religion is it its authority to choose for you to be 

circumcised or it is to choose? 



Respondent: It’s about you to choose whether to get circumcised or not  

Interviewer: Respondent 4, do you have anything to add on that? 

Respondent 4: No, I have nothing to add on  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5? 

Respondent 5: No nothing to add on  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3: The truth is circumcision  is so much in Muslims  but these other religions its 

mostly done for the young born babies and so rare in the old people 

Interviewer: Okay now we talked of a reason that the old have not taken up 

circumcision in fear for reducing man power, so apart from that is there any other 

reason for them not to take up circumcision? Respondent 6 tell us  

Respondent 6: The reason is those old people always want to have sexual intercourse with 

their wives so when he thinks of spending may be like a month because of the wound of 

circumcision it really gives him hard time and he fails to go there 

Interviewer: Respondent 5 what do you think could be the other reason? 

Respondent 5: Me I think it’s because of lack of enough information about it and not really 

minding much about it so they end up not taking it up  

Interviewer: respondent 4 is there any reason you think? 

Respondent 4: For the old people they only think of when they get circumcised their man 

power will be reduced so they don’t take it up 

Interviewer: Respondent 7 is there any reason? 

Respondent 7: Me I think they just don’t mind about it, them seeing they have already got 

children and a wife they be having nothing much they are looking for  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 is there any reason? 

Respondent 3: Me I think all they get tired, they say but what I am even looking for at this 

old age so they rarely go for it  

Interviewer: What of respondent 8? 



Respondent 8: My thoughts will not differ much from my colleagues I think they have said it 

all  

Interviewer: Respondent 2 do you have anything more you would like to tell us? 

Respondent 2: No, I think I have said it all 

Interviewer: We have talked of so many reasons people go for circumcision like for 

improvement of sexual performance, protection from STDs and many others do you 

people think there are other reasons that make people to take up circumcision  

Respondent 2: The other reason could be change of religion may be someone could be a 

catholic and not circumcised but decides one day to become a Muslim so he also takes up 

circumcision as its one of the requirements of the religion  

Interviewer: Respondent 1 is there any other reason? 

Respondent 1: The other reason is to easily enter the Muslim denomination so they decide to 

go for circumcision in order to easily get to the religion  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 is there any other reason? 

Respondent 7: Me I think it’s to protect against diseases that can come up in old ages like 

penis blockage, so have chosen to take circumcision to guide against that  could come up in 

the future  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 is there any other reason? 

Respondent 5: Me I thinks it’s because of influence from colleagues like when you hear of 

the good things people are saying have gotten from it you are also forced to go and take it up  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 is there any other reason  

 Respondent 6: Yes the reason is there is it’s all about says that when get circumcised the 

size of the penis increases and man power too increases  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Me I think the whole thing is about protection from STDs  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 



Respondent 3: May be the other reason could be for easy access to Arabic countries because 

you are not allowed to go there when not circumcised  

Interviewer: Okay now we talked of reasons that can stop one from taking up 

circumcision like fear for failing to heal faster and too much time of abstinence, so apart 

from these is there any more reason that can stop one from getting circumcised? 

Respondent 2: Me I think it’s all about fear to be circumcised and fear of may be always 

getting an erection after circumcision that would lead to fresh blood shedding  

Interviewer: Respondent 5 is there any reason? 

Respondent 5: As to me I think people mostly fear the pain always involved in circumcision 

Interviewer: Respondent 7 for you think which other reason? 

Respondent 7:  Me I think mostly its fear for pain and time you would spend without 

working and as it’s a town setting survival becomes hard for that time when not working  

Interviewer: What of you respondent 6 

Respondent 6: Mostly its fear but the other thing is lack of medication as these government 

rarely give enough medication after circumcising someone and some people it’s hard to 

acquire them by themselves as the income is not the same for everyone  

Respondent 5: There other thing is of complaints that people normally hear that man power 

reduces when you get circumcised because of the injections  

Interviewer: This happens to everyone or to people circumcised from particular places? 

Respondent 5: No, to only those circumcised from the hospital  

Interviewer: Okay, respondent 4 tell us  

Respondent 4: These old people mostly fear the pain involved and the other reason is of 

young ladies who are equally equivalent to their daughters being ones conducting 

circumcision 

Interviewer: Respondent 8 is there any other reason? 

Respondent 8: The main reason is of pain involved  

Interviewer: What of respondent 1? 



Respondent 1: Me I don’t see any other reason it’s just fear for pain involved  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 had you told us before? 

Respondent 3: Yes I already told you  

Interviewer: Okay, some people say that when you get circumcised you become a 

womanizer wanting to sleep around with every lady you come across, could it be one of 

the reasons as to why. Respondent 3 you can tell us something  

Respondent 3:  Me I don’t think that could be a reason and someone is a womanizer before 

but not because of circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 8 tell us something  

Respondent 8: Me I think it just depends on some ones ways of behaviour and desires for 

women  

Interviewer: Respondent 2 tell us 

Respondent 2: Me I think yes it can start up in you in a way that after circumcision some one 

realizes that he enjoys sex more than before then it comes to his mind that he should get 

another woman outside his family so that may be when he is not in good times with one he 

can go to another for sex  

Interviewer: Respondent 4 what can you say about this? 

Respondent 4: me I think it’s just a mindset of someone you can either choose to become 

one or remain as you were before  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 tell us   

Respondent 7: Me I think it’s just in you before but not that it comes up after circumcision  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 

Respondent 6: It’s just lust in you before  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5? 

Respondent 5: Me I think it’s because of peoples thinking that after being circumcised 

someone cannot get infected with HIV and these other STDs so he chooses to sleep around 

with any woman not taking caution of him self  



Interviewer: Respondent 1 tell us  

Respondent 1: Me I have said it all nothing more to tell you  

Interviewer: Ok, some people say when you get circumcised the penis reduces in size or 

even man power reduces, is this true or 

Respondent 2: May be when the person who circumcised you  did it poorly but as to me I 

see that the length increases a little bit and the man  power too increases a bit  

Interviewer: Respondent 8 what is your say about this  

Respondent 8: Me, I am not differing from what respondent 2 has told us  

Interviewer: What of respondent 1 

Respondent 1: Me I think it reduces in length because it is cut   

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Me I think it remains as it was before because it’s just the outer skin that is 

removed  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 

 Respondent 6: Me I have nothing more to add on  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: Me I don’t think it can bring on any change in size and length  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Me as a colleague said before it’s the outer skin that has been removed so the 

penis slightly reduces 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: I also think it reduces a bit because of the removed outer skin 

Interviewer: Ok, now when you are to be circumcised from the hospital they first check 

for your HIV status, so could this be a reason as to why people fail to go there for fear of 

knowing their HIV status 



Respondent 6: Yes it could be a reason also because when ever some people hear of HIV 

screening they move out of something and others tend to run away from the hospital before 

they are given their results after screening  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: Me I think yes it can also be a reason because some people fear to check for 

their HIV status so it can also make them fail to go for circumcision 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 

Respondent 8: I think it’s also a reason too as people fear to be checked their HIV status 

Interviewer: what of respondent 1? 

Respondent 1: I think the fear is for nothing because it’s yours yet yes it could be a reason 

why people don’t go circumcision 

Interviewer: Respondent 2 what is your say? 

Respondent 2: It could be a reason yes to some people mostly the youth because of fear to 

know their statuses but as for me it wouldn’t be a reason to put me down if I have chosen to 

get circumcised 

Interviewer: respondent 3 tell us 

Respondent 3: as for me it wouldn’t be a reason to stop me because I always know my status 

so when I have chosen to get circumcised I just go without any fear 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4? 

Respondent 4: No I have nothing more to add on that 

Interviewer: Okay I know there at the main hospital they offer circumcision services, so 

I would like us to talk about the hardships or problems people face there in quest for 

the services. May be as person you went through them or you heard friends talk about 

them 

Respondent 8: the main problem is you go there hoping for circumcision and thereafter to be 

given medication but instead they write for you the medication you have to get and send you 

to a clinic to get it yourself and in most cases people be having no money 

Interviewer: respondent 7 which problems do you know? 



Respondent 7: The main problem  is of loss of sexual man power those from government 

hospitals  and the other problem is lack of funds to look after yourself in that period of 

nursing yourself after circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 anything to tell us? 

Respondent 6: Me I hear people saying that they are just given one injection for anesthesia 

which at times is not enough and during the process you feel the real pain 

Interviewer: What of respondent 5? 

Respondent 5: Me I see the big problem is always a means of transport back to their homes 

after circumcision mostly when someone has come from far in the village 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 which problem do you think it is? 

Respondent 4: Me I think the problem also is transport back home after circumcision and 

sewing threads in the penis it’s really painful when they are getting out 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3: Me I think its lack of medication because even me I didn’t get medication 

from there I used some local herbs to heal 

Interviewer: Respondent 2 which problems could people be finding  

Respondent 2: Me I think its lack of full availability of circumcision services as you may go 

there on a certain day and they tell you like today the service is not there so some may end up 

being discouraged and fails to take up circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 1 which problems do you think are there? 

Respondent 1: Me I think the problem is looking after yourself because not everything will 

be provided to you so you have to be with money at hand  

Interviewer: Apart from those problems faced at the hospital are there any problems 

may be like according to our cultural, family or even religious settings that can people 

fail to take up circumcision  

Respondent1: No that’s not there because most people  now are well informed and have 

known of the benefits of getting circumcised that is why almost everyone wants to take it up 

Interviewer: Or may be a woman stopping his husband from getting circumcised? 



Respondent 2: No, it’s the opposite now because even women want their husbands to get 

circumcised 

Interviewer: Okay, no us as boda-boda men which reason concerning personal income 

would may be interfere with you when you have chose to  take up circumcision  

Respondent 2: It is about care for yourself and the family those who have. Most people ride 

motorcycles that are not theirs so they are expected to give in money to the boss every day 

and failure to you may lose out on the job. Some have loans that require to pay and so you 

have to work with no rest or else you will be caught. So someone may not choose to go for 

circumcision with all this. This could also be a reason stopping one from taking up 

circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 which reason?  

Respondent 7: I will not differ much from the colleague but the whole thing is about how to 

care for yourself and family and most of us work for a daily meal when you have not worked 

no meal so this could also make one fail to take up circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 tell us 

Respondent 6: Me I will not differ from my colleagues it’s all that they have said  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: Me I think also it’s about care for oneself after circumcision because you will 

not be working  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: I will also not differ from colleagues because you may find yes the 

motorcycle is yours but still you have a loan to work and pay  

Interviewer: What of respondent 8? 

Respondent 8: It’s the same thing also with me  

Interviewer: What of respondent 1? 

Respondent 1: It’s all about money to care for yourself because we boda-boda men work for 

a daily meal so no work no meal 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 



Respondent 3: It’s all about care for your family  

Interviewer: Okay as we have been talking about circumcision from a hospital and that 

from a Muslim, as a person if you were not circumcised and would like to be, where 

would you prefer to get circumcised from?  

Respondent 5: Me I would prefer a Muslim 

Interviewer: For what reason would you prefer a Muslim? 

Respondent 5: They give care after circumcision inform of like medicine, food and stuff 

Interviewer: Respondent 7 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 7: Me I would also prefer a Muslim because they give follow up care and they 

keep checking on you unlike the hospital where not even a call is given to you for follow up 

Interviewer: Respondent 6 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 6: I would also prefer a Muslim because they do not suture with threads in you 

and they take good care of you until you heal unlike the hospital 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 4: I would also prefer a Muslim because they take good care of you until you 

heal not like In the hospital where they do not do any follow up 

Interviewer: Respondent 8 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 8: I would a Muslim too 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 2: I would also prefer a Muslim because they take good care of you in case of 

any problem after circumcision and the other thing is I think for Muslims they have 

experience in the thing as you may go to the hospital and be worked up on by someone who 

is not a professional in it 

Interviewer: Respondent 3 what would you prefer? 

Respondent 3: I would prefer a Muslim because they have experience and take good care of 

you after circumcision  

Interviewer: respondent 1, how about you  



Respondent 1: I would prefer a Muslim too because they have experience and know what to 

do  

Interviewer: the last question is, here in Hoima what and what do people think about 

those who are circumcised? 

Respondent 8: Negatively they think those circumcised are womanizers and positively they 

think those circumcised are protected and safe 

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: I think like for women they think your sexual performance, you are clean and 

also in case of STDs there will be less risk of transmission  

Interviewer: what of respondent 2 

Respondent 2: Me I think people think positive towards me because I can’t fail to make a 

woman reach orgasm  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 what do you think? 

Respondent 6: People think positively about them because even women prefer those who are 

circumcised as there is no much risk of disease transmission when the man is circumcised  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7? 

Respondent 7: They see you as a clean person and a person who cares for himself  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4?  

Respondent 4: They think positive of them and others even admire them  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3? 

Respondent 3: They think positive of them and they see them being clean  

Interviewer: What of respondent 1? 

Respondent 1: People think positive of them and they admire them because of the good 

things they have realized 

Interviewer: Okay, other people say circumcision is just like burying you alive.  Have 

you people heard of it anywhere?   



Respondent 1: No, people just used to ask themselves where those skins are taken but now 

they got to know there is no more other complaints  

Interviewer: Okay, now is there any other thing that we have not talked on and you 

would like us to talk about? 

Chorus: No, nothing more 

Interviewer: Ok, thank you all for your time and the views I appreciate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FGD FOR SINGLE MEN 

SOCIAL-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS 

No STUDY ID Age Marital 

status 

Education 

level 

Religion 

1 081 34 Single S.2 Catholic 

2 082 23 Single S.5 Anglican 

3 083 25 Single P.6 Catholic 

4 084 36 Single P.7 Anglican 

5 085 37 Single P.4 Anglican 

6 086 27 Single S.4 Catholic 

7 087 24 Single S.4 Muslim 

8 088 26 Single Diploma Muslim 

 

Interviewer: The first question says this thing of removing the men’s fore skin of the 

penis, how do we understand it? How do we understand us, we boda-boda men? 

Respondent 1: The way we understand that thing of removing the foreskin, there are two 

ways, but the first way which is very important is avoid hiding/keeping germs under the fore 

skin. Then the other thing is happiness between a man and woman is more when a man is 

circumcised. 

Interviewer: Do you want to tell us more about that happiness? 

Respondent 1: I mean happiness when you are climbing a woman (during sexual activity) 

Respondent 2: For a person with the fore skin, entering the vagina is hard. If the woman is 

still a good woman, not these women who are already spoilt, it really becomes hard, it really 

the man to first remove the fore skin completely before his penis can enter the woman’s 

vagina. But for a circumcised man, that process is not there, you easily enter the woman’s 

vagina without any struggles. That is the importance of removing that fore skin 

Respondent 6: Removing the fore skin reduces the chances of one getting infected with 

sexually transmitted diseases 



Respondent 5: Removing the fore skin increases manpower. When the fore skin is off, one’s 

manpower increases. 

Respondent 7: Removing the fore skin prevents diseases that transmitted through having 

sexual intercourse with women. Diseases like HIV/AIDS, gonorrhea, such things. Now when 

you are circumcised, you are prevented from such diseases 

Interviewer: Does it fully prevent you from acquiring those diseases? 

Respondent: It reduces the chances of you getting the diseases. You don’t easily get these 

diseases 

Respondent 8: What I am saying is that removing the fore skin helps add important things to 

the man. It really helps us the men a lot, especially when we have sexual intercourse, there is 

a way it protects you, it prevents…., no it does prevent but reduces the chances, because even 

circumcised men get diseases like gonorrhea, HIV/AIDS, only that those who are 

circumcised don’t easily get the diseases. 

Respondent 4: I have never been circumcised, so I don’t know the importance. Maybe I will 

learn from here. 

Respondent 3: For me after getting circumcised, I noticed that I started enjoying sex more. 

Before I got circumcised, I used to get injured a lot during sexual intercourse. Every time, I 

had sex, I would get injured, but currently, I only enjoy it more. 

Respondent 2: Also me, the first thing I know…, but that question… you asked a question 

but all the answers given seem not to answer the question, because did you ask for the 

reasons or you asked for the what we understand by the term, because we could have 

answered the second question 

Interviewer: It is fine, there is no problem, for you how do you understand it? 



Respondent 2: For me in my understanding, people who have had their fore skin removed, 

because even mine was removed, the first thing is personal hygiene even before we go far, a 

circumcised person is hygienic, you cannot compare him with one who is not circumcised. 

Even if, he doesn’t take a bath, he has no problem. 

Interviewer: Okay, is there anything else that we want to add on that? Okay, you tell us 

please number 3 

Respondent 3: For me what is think is that whoever is not circumcised, just like this friend 

of mine, they need to put that thing into consideration especially during this period when we 

the boda-boda riders haven’t started working 

Respondent 1: For me what I want to add is that when God is creating us people, even 

among women, we are different, there is that person who grows when they have a very big 

fore skin and you find that by all means, that fore skin needs to be off. Now there are some 

little children you see and find that their fore skin is really very big and has covered the 

biggest part of the penis, so that person really needs to go for circumcision. The there are 

those people that God create… I hear they are called “mpogole” (laughing). These people are 

created without any foreskin. So, those people don’t need to go for any circumcision because 

they are already circumcised. 

Interviewer: So, do such people completely have no fore skin or they have something 

small. 

Respondent 1: I don’t have some thing really small, but there are those have really a lot of 

the fore skin. Now even me, God gave me that chance I am among those created with a very 

small; fore skin, for me I have never gone for circumcision but all the women I have slept 

with (had sexual intercourse with) ask me that were you circumcised, then I tell them yes, 

then they say let me see and I show them ( crowd laughing) 



Interviewer: Okay, now that number one’s view, now in this region of Bunyoro, which 

words/terms do people usually use to mean this thing of removing the men’s fore skin 

(circumcision)? Which words/terms do they use to mean removing that fore skin? 

Respondent 7: There is “Okutahirire” That is what some people use 

Interviewer: Apart from there one, is there any other word? 

Respondent 5: Some people say “Okusiramura” 

Respondent 1: For us, ever since what we know is “Okusiramurwa” crowd says again 

“Okusiramurwa” because even for the government to start doing that thing, it copied it from 

the Muslims. Because it started when it was basically under the Muslim religion but then the 

government found when it was the right thing. Now like currently, the good thing you have 

come for a health education talk, at our current age, believe me or not, someone goes to the 

toilet and then uses a piece of toilet paper, right now we all have pubic hair, you use that 

small toilet paper, and then move out of the toilet, you then go and do work that makes you 

sweat. Then after 2 to 3 minutes, the pubic hair starts smelling badly since you didn’t bath, 

you remined with the other feaces in your pubic hair. So, for the Muslim who gets a jerrycan 

to wash off the feaces after visiting a toilet, even if he sweats after doing work, the smell will 

not be very bad and it can be tolerated. 

Interviewer: Now, in the beginning we discussed about benefits of removing the fore 

skin, but now we can discuss more benefits that you know, we talked about reducing the 

chances of acquiring HIV, improving personal hygiene, is there any other benefit? 

Respondent: Now, removing that fore skin is helpful, when one still has the fore skin, the 

inside part is usually soft, I think even those of you who are not circumcised know that. Now 

when some one is circumcised/fore skin removed, the penis becomes really hard like a wall 

or concrete, I think because it is always exposed outside to air. So even that helps alone, you 



know some times we find people who have tight vaginal canals and then you need to use 

extra force to penetrate them, so if you are circumcised you find it easy and you don’t even 

get injured. 

Respondent 1: Our sexual games if you do some research, you might find that there are 

some methods that you cannot easily do when you are not circumcised. 

Interviewer: Do you want to tell us more about some of those methods? 

Respondent 1: Some of you women enjoy “kachabali” using the penis to hit on the clitoris” 

during sexual intercourse. So, if you are not circumcised, it can be challenging for you to it 

(crowd laughing). Because, because the other body and the water that comes out of the man’s 

penis to smoothen the woman’s genitals are usually left inside with the fore skin leading. So, 

even you as woman, you fail to get any feelings coming from the man’s genitals since the 

fore skin is fully covering the genitals. 

Respondent 3: I will also support this man, without removing the fore skin you can’t beat the 

long drum well “using the penis to hit on the clitoris during sexual intercourse” 

Respondent 2: For me my reason is the same as what the other person said. Actually, we 

should see this from our little children who are not yet circumcised, for us before we were 

circumcised, every time we had sexual intercourse, we would get injured, but now after 

getting circumcised we stopped getting injured. 

Respondent 5: When some one gets the fore skin removed, you get more women, since your 

feelings increase. 

Respondent 1: The other thing, if you are not circumcised and you have sexual intercourse, 

with a woman you don’t like, or if the woman doesn’t like you, the chances of you getting 

injured are really high. 



Interviewer: Now where did you get all this information about circumcision from? 

Respondent 2: Those things, now when a child grows, he/she is taken to school, so these 

young children learn about these things from class at school. For us we first studied them 

before we did them. After studying about them, we did them and then we found that they 

were true because long go when the disease (HIV/AIDS) had just come, every one would get 

it, but now when the learnt people did research and decided to start removing the fore skin, 

because HIV is transmitted through blood, every time you get injured, you at risk. But if you 

don’t bleed, the chances of you acquiring HIV/AIDS are low. 

Respondent 1: For me at first, I learnt those things from school, then the other place, I heard 

about them form the Muslims 

Respondent 3: For me I heard about those things first from my friends. 

Respondent 5: For me, I first heard about them form women, they were saying that if you 

sleep with a non-circumcised man you don’t feel good. 

Respondent 8: For me I heard about these things right from childhood. Even before we 

reached the level to start learning about them in school, there was the Muslim region that 

came that came in Africa. In the earlier days, education was very hard, even when our parents 

were educated, it was very hard to find such a topic. Now these things have just come of 

recent when education has been modernized. Now, when that religion brough circumcision, 

some people had associated it with religion but right now, it is not only about religion but it is 

important in helping out on people’s health. Now after it expanding and education also 

becoming modern, we started finding it in school being taught. Now even workshops came, 

these workshops have been so helpful, you find reproductive comes and puts up a seminar, 

and then they also educate about such things. 



Respondent 4: The way government put up hospitals, they always advertise/ sensitize. But 

depending on how we are in this discussion, I have also learnt a lot from my colleagues. 

Respondent 1: I was also saying that just saying number 8 said, circumcision started from 

the Muslims but now it is a very big concern everywhere. 

Interviewer: Okay, thank you so much, now in this region of Hoima, which kind of 

people have involved/engaged themselves a lot in male circumcision? We say may be in 

terms of age, in terms of religion, which people have been involved a lot? 

Respondent 1:  The Muslims. 

Interviewer: Apart from the Muslims, which other people have been involved? 

Respondent 8: It is no longer about religion, you find a catholic, a protestant, Pentecostal, 

when the child is born and he makes six or seven years, he taken for circumcision for 

prevention. Because by the time the child makes ten years, he is already circumcised. Right 

now, it is not about being Muslim, currently, it is general, it is public to any one, 

Respondent 1: Now that thing is like the way you hear in Bagishu that it is a practice, even 

among the Muslims, it is a practice, if you belong to a Muslim family, whether you want or 

not, they have to circumcise you. 

Interviewer: Okay, now apart from the Muslims is there any other category of people 

that has gotten involved more than the other people? 

Respondent 8: The other people are the youth. You know now the government has really put 

in a lot of efforts. Of late there was a program saying that every boy child that gets delivered 

at the hospital should be circumcised from there. But you know sometimes it is very hard to 

explain something to people and they appreciate. Now someone has just delivered a baby, she 

will say what if my baby dies from the surgery. You see government has put in a lot of 



efforts. But even our religion, it has put in a lot, you find them moving to places to conduct 

circumcision, a vehicle moves around conducting circumcision for free. Even there at Boma 

(hospital), if you take there ten people you receive ten thousand, you see how they are 

motivating people, if you take there twenty people, you get your twenty thousand, there at the 

hospital 

Interviewer: Is it the person who takes the ten people for circumcision that receives the 

money? 

Respondent 8: Yes. In fact, that encourages to look for people. And the circumcision 

services are for free. 

Interviewer: So that means the little children who have just been born have been 

engaged in circumcision and the youth? 

Chorus: Yes 

Interviewer: Okay, what about the older people? 

Respondent 1: Those older people, when you find them, they will tell my child, now I am 

elderly, what am I still looking/chasing for. I already have my children; (crowd laughing). 

You also see it madam, they say save me from those things. But now for me I am still 

moving, I might find woman and then she asks me why I am still behind the world when I am 

not circumcised. I am still a youth; therefore, I need to be circumcised. 

Respondent 6: The older men say now you see my muscles are already aged, if they cut 

them and now the wound fails to heal (laughing) 

Respondent 4: I also agree with number 6, and I have heard people talk about the same 

thing. 



Interviewer: So, we have said that it is mainly the youth and the young children who 

have engaged in circumcision, now these people for what reasons do you think they have 

engaged in circumcision? 

Respondent 4: Now, what has encouraged is that when you remove the fore skin, the man 

power is different 

Interviewer: So, does it mean a circumcised person is doing well or is doing badly? 

Respondent 4: The circumcised one is going well, he has better man power. Even the woman 

enjoys the circumcised man better. 

Respondent 5: It also helps a lot in terms of personal hygiene better than the one with the fore 

skin. It also helps during sexual intercourse, a man who is circumcised enjoys sex more than 

the one who is not circumcised. 

Respondent 3: That thing is very important. Even women like men who are circumcised. The 

moment he discovers that you are not circumcised, you won’t be able to have sex with her ay 

more. That is why we the youth have involved ourselves in circumcision. 

Respondent 2: I will also add on what the other one has said. Reason being currently just like 

he said, if a woman meets a circumcised man, and then meets you again when you are not 

circumcised, he uses you like a backup. If you were number one, you become number two, if 

you were number two, you become number three, or you even get erased. 

Respondent 7: It helps us from being embarrassed in front of girls/women. You just be 

imagining that how will I remove my pants when I am not circumcised, she will go and start 

telling my friends about it, that you see that man, his penis still has the fore skin. 

Respondent 1: For me what I want to say, that thing of saying that circumcision either 

increases man power or reduces it, I don’t agree with it. Sometimes you can get the 



manpower from the woman, may be from your own ways, sometimes, you might find that 

you have stress, you know we have different challenges, sometimes your body could be sick, 

you have syphilis, and you fail to have man power. You can even go to the woman and she 

shouts at you, then you can go with some woman, you know us men we always want to try 

out things, you be like, let me go there and see how this woman is, so it also depends on the 

woman that you have sex with. It is not about circumcision, lets continue. 

Interviewer: So, we said that the elder men are not into the things of removing the fore 

skin (circumcision), and we said that it is because their muscles are aged and tired. 

Apart from that reason, is there any other reason that we know? 

Respondent 2: For me what I know is that currently circumcision is a project. When 

government is doing it’s work, it groups people, than after grouping, it looks out; which 

category of people do we really need to care for. For example, currently if the government 

decides to open churches, starting from 10 years to 50 years, they will and pray. Those of 50 

years and above and those below 10 years, have to remain home. Why, they first see which 

people are more affected in case we bring such a thing. Now currently, there is nothing that 

government wants from an older person who is in his 60’s. The government usually minds 

about the younger people more than the older ones. That is why you see these days when they 

talk about circumcision, they usually target the young people. They come to schools, they 

come to churches, they choose out the younger people and leave the older ones because there 

is nothing much really. They say the other one already has produced many children, he 

already has 9 children, there is nothing much that we still need from him. 

Respondent 1: Now what you saying that may be government says that the older people are 

the ones to stay home. For it as the government, there is something it sees in the older people, 

that is why the government is even encouraging them to start going to parliament and they 



also start having national discussions. But for us the young ones, we have a lot of temptations 

that mislead us, you still need a lot of advice. Now in those churches, they always convey 

advice to the people, so that is why they say if we just leave these young people, they will 

end up being completely misled. 

Respondent 8: Now when someone is older, his body cells keep on getting weaker. Some 

times you find when those older people have their own other diseases that have weakened 

them. You find when they have pressure (hypertension)…, Currently, there are so many 

diseases, initially one would not get hypertension before they are 35 years, but right now 

even 20-year-old suffers from hypertension. Then you also find that the way they were 

brought up is different. You find someone has made 50 years; he has seen all these things 

happening. Now for you to convince them to take up the current things like circumcision, 

becomes really hard. I t is very hard to buy an older person such a smart phone and he accepts 

it, but then if you buy the other small button phone, he gets very happy. And he says, now for 

me those computers, why are you bringing them for me, take them away. Now that also 

becomes a challenge, so you find a man; he has produced his children, he will say, you 

should be the ones to do what you want, you are the ones who haven’t seen anything in life. 

So, you find motivating, sensitizing someone to see that accept circumcision becomes hard. 

Respondent 2: Now the other reason that I see that can prevent older men from getting 

circumcised is…, When you are doing something, someone can decide to do something 

because some else has done it. It requires group influence. For us before we went for 

circumcision, we first talked about saying, oh, for me I want to go, then my other two friends 

joined me, we went to Boma (hospital) and got circumcised. Group influence usually leads 

the young people, yet it is not among the older people. Some one is an older man with his 

family, he won’t come up to start following what I am doing, that I am doing such a thing and 

he also does it. The older people usually every ne does his own things. But for us, if you see 



someone is going to do something, you also follow them because of group influence. It is not 

among the adults, but is among the young people/youth. 

Interviewer: Okay, now for us the youth in our years, are there any reasons that can 

discourage us from going for male circumcision? 

Respondent 5: For what can stop me from going for circumcision is the time that I will 

spend without working after circumcision. Spending two weeks at home without working 

after removal of the fore skin becomes hard. 

Respondent 7: Some people have fear. For example, if one person goes and experiences 

what happens, and then comes and tells the colleague about the pain he experienced, he also 

gets scared of going there. So, you find that also that discourages a lot of the youth. 

Respondent 4: Fear of pain, it is mainly fear and spending a lot of time not working after I 

have been circumcised. 

Respondent 5: Some people fear that they could be having HIV/AIDS. And when they are 

circumcised, they get badly off. 

Interviewer: Are they scared of finding out that they have HIV/AIDS or getting badly 

off after circumcision? 

Respondent 5: They are scared of being badly off after circumcision because of HIV 

Respondent 2: Even me my biggest reason is what that man said. Because when some has 

HIV/AIDS, for these government services, they don’t offer you the service. So, when 

someone knows that they are HIV positive, they cannot accept to go. Because, when you 

reach there, they might first ask you to do HIV testing, remember for you, you already know 

your HIV status, so that stops you from going there. Because everyone also hides his secret. 



Interviewer: Okay, now there are some people who say that when one gets circumcised, 

he becomes promiscuous, may be some people are scared of becoming promiscuous? 

Respondent 4: You see the way you earlier brought it up and someone said that when a 

person is circumcised, he enjoys sex more. So, that forces him to start having multiple sex 

partners.  

Respondent 3: Promiscuity can increase. But that does not stop you form having your fore 

skin removed. 

Respondent 1: For me I think, removing the fore skin may not increase promiscuity. But it 

might be that you were already promiscuous even before circumcision, because for me I have 

seen many men who have been with women. It is the way of living that increase promiscuity, 

not circumcision, even if you get circumcised and yet you don’t have money, you won’t 

become promiscuous just because you were circumcised 

Interviewer: Then some people say that when one is circumcised, the penis becomes 

smaller in size or shortens in length, is that true or not? 

Respondent 2: That is not true, they are lying 

Respondent 3: That is not true. Because, I also used to hear such things, that when they 

circumcise you, you experience this and that. But when I was circumcised, nothing happened 

to me. Nothing like reducing or increasing, you remain normal. 

Respondent 3: I don’t think it reduces. 

Respondent 7: When they circumcise you when you are still young, the rate at which the 

penis was growing/increasing reduces, but for the older person nothing happens 

Respondent 5: A circumcised penis is a bit longer than the non-circumcised one 



Interviewer: Why, is that what you saw? 

Chorus: (laughing) 

Respondent 1: For me, I disagree with that thing. It is like when you get chicken and weigh 

it with it’s feathers, it will weigh one kilogram, in the case of the penis, the fore skin that they 

remove is counted as a skin, it is not a penis, the penis is the body that is kept inside 

Interviewer: Then there are those who say that when one is circumcised, even when they 

don’t use condoms, they cannot get HIV/AIDS 

Chorus: They have to get HIV 

Interviewer: Then there are those who say that when one is circumcised, they lose their 

manpower, what do we say about that? 

Respondent 3: The man power increases 

Respondent 2: But that manpower, just like what this man said, that man power depends on 

how one was created. 

Respondent 4: They say you have better manpower more than the other one who is not 

circumcised 

Respondent 6: They say when you are circumcised, you know a man’s feelings are on the 

penis its self, not the fore skin. So, when they remove the skin, the man’s feelings increase 

Interviewer: Now, at the hospital Boma, they conduct circumcision, right, okay, so I 

want you to tell me some of the challenges that people face when they go for 

circumcision at the hospital? 

Respondent 2: The challenges are very many. For this reason, the very first challenge is 

transport. They can get you from the village to Boma and they circumcise you, Then, after 



circumcision, they don’t take the responsibility to take you back. Then the other thing when 

they tell you that they area going to circumcise you now like at the Boma hospital, they 

promise to look after you until you have healed. But ow they do the circumcision from Boma 

hospital but you nurse yourself from home. They don’t nurse you; they just give you Panadol 

and tell you to go, there is much care after they have circumcised you. Those are the 

challenges, we find, the wound might get infected and it requires you to go back to the 

hospital. They promise to give you care until you have healed, but after removing the fore 

skin, they don’t care about you, you go back home and start nursing yourself 

Respondent 3: The other problem that can come up from that hospital, if they circumcise 

you, first of all, at Boma hospital they put stiches, and they only work on particular days, they 

don’t work every day. You can go and spend like two days, when the circumcise you, 

remember that penis is always erecting, so the wound can gape out, so it does so, for you to 

be able to move back and get doctors to work on you…, remember by the time you go back, 

you are doing badly, and you may go back and fail to find the person who worked on you. 

Respondent 5: Sometimes, the problem is medicine. They usually give medicines that cost 

less. And then they write for you the other drugs and tell you to go and buy them from 

pharmacies, yet it is their responsibility to supply you with everything that you need to nurse 

the wound 

Respondent 8: Now, you know, it is similar to a person going to the salon to shave hair, 

someone might cut you and you develop pimples. It is the same thing here. You find someone 

has cut off your fore skin, he does it poorly and may be your penis becomes deformed, may 

be you bleed a lot and end up being admitted in the hospital. 

Interviewer: Are there some people who have found such challenges after being 

circumcised from the hospital? 



Respondent 8: Now, it will not admit to that one because I don’t be there. I will not tell lies, 

but for me what I know such people are there. 

Respondent 1: I have never been there, I won’t tell you lies. 

Respondent 8: Just like you know government things, they always want money, if you don’t 

pay the doctor to work on you, they just look at you. 

Interviewer: How about things to with cultural or the way with live/socialize with 

others, are there any reasons that can discourage/stop someone from taking up 

circumcision, we could say that may be this is a Catholic and he says for me, because of 

my religion, I won’t engage in removal of my foreskin/circumcision? 

Respondent 3: Of course, you also know, there are there. There are some religions that 

behave like that. Religions denominations like bwakisaka (faith of unity), you cannot tell 

them about circumcision and they accept 

Respondent 1: What I want to say is that ones’ religion does not affect their decision to get 

circumcised. For a person who has grown up, well knowing the importance of what he wants 

to do, he doesn’t think about his religion. Even in the faith of unity religion, there are people 

who are circumcised, but one may not go around announcing that he is circumcised. 

Interviewer: Okay, is there any other thing may be someone says, for me I will not allow my 

son to get circumcised, are they there? 

Respondent: There are there, you may find a parent to declines and says for me they will not 

circumcise my son. 

Interviewer: How about our spouses, can they also stop us and say no 

Respondent 1: Even down there, there a man who belongs to the faith of unity religion, he 

said they will never circumcise him and that they also don’t believe in such in their religion. 



Respondent 2: That thing of stopping is there and is very common. Because even recently, 

we had that same discussion, some people were saying if I can have a son delivered right 

now, he has to be circumcised from Boma the hospital. While others were saying their son 

would have to make a personal decision, not you to do it before he accepts. Another parent 

can decline and say when the son finally accepts when he is much older, he can then go for 

circumcision. 

Interviewer: Apart from faith of unity, are there any other religious denominations that 

discourage circumcision? 

Respondent 7: Nothing to say. 

Interviewer: Now for us boda-boda men which reasons can stop/discourage us from 

going to circumcision, reasons to do with finances, things to do with making money? 

Respondent 1: Madam, you just see that one, the way you know our government, majority of 

us are government workers and there should be no one lying may be if someone just sold off 

his father’s plots of land. You find me working at your place, for the money I am working on, 

you got the money from the bank, or maybe I also got capacity and got money from the bank, 

so you find if you tell me to go for circumcision, it will require me to be off for some time, 

which means I have to first inform and say bye at my work place, then you way options and 

see what will help you faster. And you find that majority of us don’t have anything big out 

there, that may be I have a big house that will generate money to look after me, or maybe I 

built or I have something else to help me survive that now I can sit at home, you find us 

failing because of that. 

Respondent 7: The other thing is that sometimes you find that the motorcycles that we ride 

are not ours. So, you find it hard to go and tell the rich man to at least give you some time, 



may be three weeks, to be patient and at least first give the motorcycle to another person, as 

you nurse the wound. So, it becomes hard for you to go back and ask for the motorcycle.  

Respondent 8: That issue is really big. Because, you see we even have other responsibilities 

and we get the money from riding these motorcycles. And we depend on the same money to 

eat breakfast, lunch and supper. Sometimes you have your sister’s child or your brother’s 

child that you give some school fees, and may be even the motorcycle was bought on a loan. 

So, we face those challenges a lot. 

Interviewer: The other question says, for you as boda-boda riders or society which 

thoughts do you have about these men who have been circumcised? 

Respondent 2: The thoughts, for example for me if I find out that this one has been 

circumcised, what I think about him is personal hygiene, his cleanliness. Because that is one 

point that we earlier talked about, first of all I will think that this man is hygienic just like me, 

or what he is doing is what I am also doing, so we are all in one group. 

Respondent 5: Generally someone who has been circumcised has less chances of getting 

HIV/AIDS. The chances are less. 

Respondent 3: The same point as said by number 5 

Respondent 4: What I know about them is that they have less chances of getting HIV 

Respondent 1: Now that thing, let me also add something, most of us, what we first look at is 

HIV/AIDS. But remember there are some women that you find who are so dirty and may be 

have other diseases like syphilis, gonorrhea, you won’t tell us diseases that you were 

circumcised. You find yourself infected, it is not like HIV that is transmitted through blood. 

Remember it seems it moves in the vaginal fluids. The moment it enters you, it won’t stop 



you from urinating pass the next day. (Laughing). The diseases are many, you find that the 

woman is dirty. 

Respondent 6: I only think about them as being hygienic 

Respondent 7: I will also add on what that one has said, about the reducing the chances of 

acquiring diseases. That is why I said, when the fore skin is not removed, it keeps a lot of 

dirt, diseases, now when you are circumcised those things are not there. 

Interviewer: Now, for us, would we wish have circumcision conducted from the hospital 

or to be circumcised by the Muslim persons who do circumcision? 

Respondent 5: Muslims because they are used, they have experience in conducting the 

circumcisions 

Respondent 3: For I prefer the hospital and that is why I chose to go the hospital. Before they 

do circumcision, they first test you for HIV, yet the Muslims do not, for me the hospital is 

better. 

Respondent 4: From the hospital. To add on what number 3 has just said, they first test you 

for HIV. 

Respondent 8: It is not possible for me to be circumcised again. But for me depending on my 

values and how I have been raised, I prefer the Muslim, even if I got my own child, I will 

invite the Muslim to do the circumcision because that thing started from there. Even if you 

reach the hospital, you find a Muslim doing the circumcision, only that he can be following 

the measures and procedures for the government. 

Respondent 1: For me I would prefer the hospital, because anything relating to life, it is the 

government that does the circumcision, when you just go to the hospital after facing a 



problem, they will ask you didn’t you know that we do circumcisions from here. There is a 

way they don’t easily take care of you like the one who started from there. 

Respondent 2: For me I would prefer the Muslim. When the Muslim does the circumcision, 

he will take responsibility to come home and do follow up, check on how you are doing, he 

has the right to come and remove the threads, because some Muslims put in threads while 

others do not. When he does the circumcision he will come home and take care of you fully 

and you will heal and remain without any problem. When you get circumcised from Boma 

hospital, the moment they discharge you, that is all, even if you fail to heal, you just go back 

on your own. Because sometimes doctors come from Kampala, put up a tent and do the 

circumcision from the playground, now if you go back, will you find them? 

Respondent 7: For me depending on my thinking, if I am to get circumcised, I would want to 

have the Muslim to circumcise me. Because when the Muslim is doing the circumcision he 

doesn’t give you anesthesia, you know even that medicine they inject for anesthesia, it takes a 

little time and then you start feeling the pain 

Respondent 6: For me I would prefer the Muslim to do the circumcision because when the 

Muslim does the circumcision, he takes care of you, he comes and checks on you from home. 

Even me, it was a Muslim who circumcised me and really cared for me. Now you find when 

you do the circumcision from Boma, they cannot look after you like that 

Respondent 8: You know even us people we have our own weaknesses, that is why you find 

someone goes to clinic A, the other goes to clinic B and the other goes to clinic C, depending 

on how much money they have. You find that you might get a Muslim and he charges you 

something like 30,000, and the other side things are free and the workers are working towards 

hitting their daily targets and then get their salary. As long as he puts your name in the book, 

now M I have written your name, I have circumcised my 15 people, I am done. And then the 



other thing, for us the Muslims by the way I asked for pardon because I have always talked 

about our religion, you might think I am campaigning for our religion to convert you people, 

it is not like that. But what I am trying to say is that for us the Muslims, this thing came in 

Sharia law so it depends on where the roots started from. For example right now you cannot 

find a catholic or a protestant with a razorblade going to do circumcision. 

Interviewer: Okay, is there anything else that we haven’t talked about that we would 

wish to talk about? 

Respondent 2: For me what I would like to say is one, when people sit and discuss, there is 

always encouragement, now for me I want to encourage all those people who are not yet 

circumcised. That one may not get circumcised but the children we produce, let’s put in 

efforts and make sure that the children are circumcised. For him he may not get circumcised 

because he is currently an old person but he shouldn’t keep thinking that after all, I am not 

circumcised, even my child doesn’t need to be circumcised. For him, he grew up in a 

different generation, people of long ago were not as promiscuous as people are today, even 

diseases were not that common, where we are going is worse. 

Respondent 8: For me what I was saying is that now for me, let me call it a workshop, what 

you have done is very good and it has helped us. But now, try and put it on the next level, so 

that now if you have come and educated us, next time come with actions and say so and so on 

such and such stage who were not circumcised, we are giving you an offer, you come and 

circumcise them and maybe give out some logistics. Now like these people of blood 

donations, they give you a bottle of soda so that you can gain the blood that you have 

donated. So that is what I was requesting that the next time you come, come on another level 

and say may be Hoima district, Kahoora division, we found such a number of non-



circumcised men on these stages, lets organize and conduct the circumcision exercise for 

about a month 

Respondent 2: The other reason is about you people. You know most times, you only stop at 

educating us, you don’t come back to do research to find out what happened. For us we have 

taken our time to come here but for you when you go, you won’t take time to come back and 

see the people we went to educate, have they done anything about it? The moment you come 

go, you don’t come back, so those who had now wished to go for circumcision might end up 

giving up and we shall also be happy to see you coming back and that is when we shall know 

that what you are doing is genuinely truthful 

Respondent 8: Madam, I want to add on what he has just said, now right now, we are eight 

in number, give us the responsibility. That now this one from his stage, we shall give you 

such a discount, if you get 4-5 people who are circumcised, she shall give you such a 

discount, even you and the other person, you will find when we have built it to the next level 

Interviewer: Okay, is there any other reason, okay thank you so much for your time, 

let’s stop here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FGD FOR SINGLE WOMEN  

 

No STUDY ID Age Marital status Education level Religion 

1. 061 23 Single S.4 Born again 

2 062 19 Single S.5 Muslim 

3 063 21 Single S.5 Muslim 

4 064 18 Single S.4 Anglican 

5 065 22 Single S.4 Catholic 

6 066 19 Single S.4 Anglican 

7 067 21 Single S.4 Born again 

8 068 18 Single S.4 Muslim 

 

Interviewer: The first question says you as a woman how do you understand this thing 

of circumcision, respondent 5 do you have anything to tell us? 

Respondent 5: Me I understand it in a way that it helps to reduce risks of STDs infection 

Interviewer: like in which way does it reduce the risk of infection?  

Respondent 5: When the man is circumcised the outer skin is removed and there is no room 

for keeping dirt even when you have sex with such a man risks of infection with HIV when 

he has it are less 

Interviewer:  Respondent 1 do you have anything to tell us 

Respondent 1: As for me I think a circumcised man has less risks of getting HIV and risks of 

other STDs are less because there is no room for keeping dirt and for the uncircumcised man 

in case of any STDs it takes time for the man to heal 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 what is your say 

Respondent 8: Me I think a circumcised man is always clean and keeps clean and even 

during sex it’s hard for the man to pick up infections from a woman in case she has   

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Me I think it helps to improve personal hygiene and in case of a quick shower 

a circumcised man easily gets clean than an uncircumcised man 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 



Respondent 2: Me I know it as the removal of the outer skin of the penis of a man and it 

helps to maintain personal hygiene the other thing is that it helps to control STDs and other 

infections  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Me I think it is good and helps to maintain personal hygiene and also in case 

of a quick shower it is easy for a circumcised man to bath and get clean well and it helps to 

remove room for hiding of germs so risks of infection are less  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6  

Respondent 6: Me as me I think circumcised men are at a less risk of acquiring diseases like 

HIV and other STDs  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 

Respondent 3: It’s good for a man to be circumcised because it reduces risks of very many 

diseases and removes from room for keeping of dirt  

Interviewer: Now in this place of Bunyoro which word do people commonly use to refer 

to this thing of circumcision  

Respondent 5: they mostly say “ kukomora” 

Interviewer: Respondent 2 which words 

Respondent 2: They mostly say “kusiramura” 

Interviewer: Is there any other word 

Respondent 6: Me I also know “kusiramura” 

Interviewer: what of respondent 4 

Respondent 4:   me I also know “kusiramura” 

Interviewer: Now is there any other lmeaning behind the terms of “kusiramura” apart 

from terming it to circumcision  

Respondent 1: Sometimes people refer to it as changing to the Muslim religion like when 

some asks “okasiramuka?” the person be meaning like did you become a Muslim 

Interviewer: Is there any other thinking respondent 5 



Respondent 5: No nothing more 

Interviewer: What f respondent 3 

Respondent 3: Others mostly take it just for control from diseases not changing of religion 

Interviewer: but not simply meaning that when you are circumcised you become a muslim 

Respondent 1:   Most people commonly miss understand getting circumcised with becoming 

a Muslim because even when you try to tell them like to get circumcised someone asks you 

like me to get circumcised am I a Muslim so they mostly miss understand it  

Interviewer: Is there anything more we would like to add on  

Respondents: No 

Interviewer: We have talked about so many benefits of circumcision like personal 

hygiene, protection from diseases, and many others but a part from those is there any 

other thing that you people know about circumcision and would like to talk about it  

Respondent 8: Me I hear men saying that in the hospital before circumcision, a woman first 

induces an erection of the penis of a man by touching the penis and even after circumcision 

the care is less for the circumcised men sometimes leading to loss in their sexual performance  

Interviewer: is there any other thing, respondent 2 

Respondent 2: Me I also hear them saying when you are circumcised from the hospital, the 

number of children you were supposed to produce reduce than if you were not circumcised  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: Me I hear men saying that a circumcised man is very sharp as per sexual 

performance that is why most men are even taking up circumcision  

Interviewer: respondent 8 do you support it so much, you also tell us what you know  

[LAUGHING] 

Respondent 1: Me let me add on that, me I hear people saying when you are circumcised 

you are so active sexually that is why even Muslims marry so many women  

Interviewer: Respondent 5 tell us 

Respondent 5: Me I hear a circumcised man is good as per sexual intercourse matters 



Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Me I think also the reason as to why most men fear to get circumcised its 

because of the bad experiences they hear from their colleagues like of pain, taking long to 

heal and many other bad experiences so they get discouraged to take it up  

Interviewer:  respondent 6 tell us something 

Respondent 6: Me I hear people saying that circumcised men perform well sexually more 

than the uncircumcised men 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Circumcised men are more hygienic compared to uncircumcised men 

Interviewer: Is there anything else you would like to add on respondent 7 

Respondent 7: A circumcised man is at less risk of transmitting STDs even when he is 

having sex with multiple partners  

Interviewer: Okay now you have all this information about circumcision and all the 

good things about it, but I would like you to tell me where you got this information from 

Respondent 5: I learnt about them in school 

Respondent 8: I also learnt about them in school 

Interviewer: What about you respondent 1 

Respondent 1: In the society hearing people talk about them 

Interviewer: what of you respondent 2 

Respondent 2: Me I also got the information from school 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: I was also taught about them from school 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 where did you get the information from 

Respondent 4: At school and may be from adverts on radios 

Interviewer: Respondent 6 what about you where did you get the information 

Respondent 6: At school 



Interviewer: what of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: I also got the information from school 

Interviewer: How about at the hospitals, you people have never heard them from the 

hospitals? 

Respondent 1: Yes, also in the hospitals there always charts showing   

Interviewer: Okay now in this place of bunyoro which group or category of people have 

most taken up this thing of circumcision? 

Respondent1: the Muslims 

Interviewer: respondent 1 has said Muslims, now apart from Muslims which other group of 

people has most taken up circumcision 

Respondent 3: the “basoga” 

Interviewer: but are the “Basoga” here in Hoima? 

Respondent 3: the Basoga even when he is not a Muslim, you find when he is circumcised 

Interviewer:  What of respondent 5 which people have most taken up circumcision 

Respondent 5: Muslims 

Interviewer: How about if you consider in terms of ages, which group has most taken 

up circumcision  

Respondent 1: It’s mostly the youth that have taken up circumcision 

Respondent 8: Mostly the young by the fact that they are always picked from school and 

taken for circumcision at hospitals 

Interviewer: Respondent 6 which group of people 

Respondent 6: Me I think it’s the Muslims 

Interviewer: Respondent 4 which kind of people 

Respondent 4:  the Muslims and as per ages it’s the youth 

Respondent 5: It’s mostly the young children that have taken up the thing of circumcision  



Interviewer: Okay as you have said it’s mostly the youth, young and Muslims that have 

taken up circumcision, now which reasons have forced particularly these groups of 

people to take up circumcision 

Respondent 3: The young ones because it’s their mothers that have made them get 

circumcised at a young age to help them not feel much pain  

Interviewer: Respondent 1 

Respondent 1:  When someone gets circumcised old, the pain is too much compared to when 

you are young and the time taken to heal when young is less compared to when you are old 

Interviewer: Respondent 5 do you think there is any reason that has made the youth 

and young take up circumcision more than other people  

Respondent 5: To protect them against the evil people who may sacrifice them 

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 

Respondent 8: It’s the young to help protect them from abstinence because one may be 

having a lot of lust sex and when he is circumcised old it may be hard for him to abstain for 

the recommended time after circumcision 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 which reasons  

Respondent 4: For the young the main reason is to reduce pain because the young feel less 

pain compared to the old  

Interviewer: What about for the youth  

Respondent 2: For the youth they are well educated, they know all the benefits of 

circumcision and one decides for himself to go for circumcision  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Me I usually to see from school as it was because of peer influence some 

would decide to go for circumcision after seeing their colleagues get circumcised  

Interviewer: What of respondent 1 

Respondent 1: It’s always because of group influence and others may be when he finds a girl 

he loves and the girl tells him to get circumcised if she is to be with him, so he ends taking up 

circumcision  



Interviewer: Respondent 6 is there any other reason  

Respondent 6: No other reason 

Interviewer: Is there anyone who would like to add on these reasons. Respondent 3 is 

there any other reason? 

Respondent 3: No maybe I would like to add on that in this time now you cannot go to any 

girl when you are not circumcised and we accept  

Respondent 7: Me I would like to add on that I used to see at school that they used to come 

and pick boys without telling them where they are taking them and on return they would all 

be circumcised  

Interviewer: Now we have said its mostly the young and youth that have mostly taken up 

circumcision, but which group of people has less taken up circumcision  

Respondent 2: Old men  

Respondent 1: Boda-boda men  

Respondent 8: The elderly men  

Interviewer: what about you respondent 5 what is your say 

Respondent 5:  men from the age of 40 and onwards 

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: Men like from the age of 45 and onwards 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: The elderly men  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 

Respondent 6: Most of the old men  

Interviewer: Okay, I would like you to tell me some reasons as to why these people have 

not taken much part in circumcision  

Respondent 1: its because most of them are school drop outs[boda-boda men], by the time 

they drop out they know less information about  circumcision so its hard to conviece them go 

for circumcision  



Interviewer: Respondent 2 tell us 

Respondent 2: Me I say the eldery people because most of them lacked knowledge about 

circumcision in their early ages so they did not take up circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 5 tell us  

Respondent 5: Because they see no longer of importance to them as they have lived all those 

years without being circumcised now there is no more need for it  

Interviewer: respondent 8 

Respondent 8: Me I said the eldery men because in their early ages they did not get 

circumcised because they knew its only for muslims  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 tell us  

Respondent 7: Me I say the old men because most of them have  a lot of lust for sex so they 

think about it like abstaining for all that long yet the wife is there, now they just decide to 

give up on circumcision and continue enjoying their sex with no abstainance  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 is there any other reason?  

Respondent 6: no, I have no other reason  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4, is there any other reason  

Respondent 4: It because of lack of knowledge about circumcision in their early ages so they 

did not take it up 

Interviewer: Apart from all the benefits of circumcision we have talked about, is there any 

other benefit one can think of  

Respondent 2: May be for some cultures like the “bagishu” they get circumcised to be able 

to marry because in their culture you are only regarded as an old person to marry when 

circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 is there any other reason  

Respondent 7:  Some get circumcised because of the religion regulations whether you want 

or not when you are in the Muslim religion you have to get circumcised  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 is there any other reason?  



Respondent 3: No more other reasons  

Interviewer: Okay, we have talked about all those reasons why the old men do not take 

up circumcision, but apart from those reasons is there any other that can stop one from 

taking up circumcision  

Respondent 1: It’s because of fear for pain  

Interviewer: Any other reason  

Respondent 2:  It is mostly fear for pain that has made them fail to take up circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 you were telling us 

Respondent 3: Other old men say that they are past that stage of circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 8 is there any other reason  

Respondent 8: Most people fear because of the says that there is loss in sexual man power  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: May be the other reason is because of being shy to be seen as the penises 

aren’t the same in all men 

Interviewer: Respondent 2 is there any other reason  

Respondent 2: Some fear pain mostly among the “bagishu” when he thinks of all the process 

he is to go through, fear comes and sometimes they decide to run away from that place 

Interviewer: Okay some people say that when you get circumcised the penis reduces in 

size  and length, could this be a reason also as to why some people have not taken up 

circumcision or? 

Respondent 2: Yes sometimes it happens because me I saw my mother’s boy he was 

circumcised at a very young age like a week but before his penis was a bit longer but it 

reduced completely now its three years but it has completely to increase in length  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 you also wanted to tell us something  

Respondent 3: Yes it could also be a reason because I have ever heard of it  

Interviewer: Respondent 4 what is your say about this  

Respondent 4: Me I have never had of it but as you have talked about it could be a reason  



Interviewer: Respondent 5 what is your say 

Respondent 5: Yes sometimes it happens   

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 

Respondent 8: Me, as I hear there is always no change in the size of the penis if it is small it 

remains small? 

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 tell us?  

Respondent 7: Yes it could be a reason because sometimes it happens sometimes in groups 

they talk about it so when some one hears of that he may even fear to go for circumcision   

Interviewer: Respondent 1 is there anything that you want to tell us  

Respondent 1: Yes it happens because my own brother was circumcised and his penis 

remained very small and short you may even he is a girl yet not 

Interviewer:  Respondent 6 what is your say about this 

Respondent 6: Yes it happens  

Interviewer: In the hospital before they circumcise you they first check your HIV status, 

now could this be a reason also as to why some people do not go for circumcision 

because of fear to know their HIV status? Respondent 4 tell us about it  

Respondent 4: Yes it could also be a reason some people fear to know their statuses like for 

example one may have not been checked for HIV before now if it’s the first time it really 

becomes hard for him and may end up not being circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 1 what is your say about it 

Respondent 1: Yes it can also be a reason because of fear to know their HIV status 

Interviewer: Respondent 7 tell us 

Respondent 7: Yes it can also be a reason because of fear to know their statuses  

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 

Respondent 2:  Yes it is a reason but still being checked for HIV is not bad but still people 

fear to know their statuses 

Respondent 5: It’s because of fear  



Interviewer: Respondent 6 what is your say 

Respondent 6: It’s a reason also and because of fear they don’t want to be checked and 

circumcised 

Interviewer: Respondent 3 is there anything you want to add on that  

Respondent 3: Most men fear to get checked for HIV and know their statuses  

Interviewer: Some men say for them they cannot spend a day or two without having sex 

but when you are circumcised you have to spend time while the wound is healing and 

even some time after the wound heals then you can have sex, could this also be a reason 

as to why some people are not taking up circumcision or? Respondent 5 tell us 

Respondent 5: It can also be a reason but the solution they give them is separating the man 

from the woman for some time as the wound heals  

Interviewer: Respondent 1 what is your say about this  

Respondent 1: Yes it’s a reason as to why some are failing to go for circumcision because  

Some men really have lust for sex and cannot control their feelings for sex so it can also be a 

reason  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 what is your say  

Respondent 3: Yes it’s a reason also because many men say they cannot even sleep before 

having sex  

Interviewer:  Respondent 8 what is your say about this  

Respondent 8: Yes it is a reason because some men cannot really stay without having sex 

with a woman so he cannot go for circumcision because he may be having a wound after 

circumcision and have sex which may cause him disease 

Interviewer: Respondent 7 tell us 

Respondent 7: Yes it’s a reason because at school I used to see the circumcised boys when 

they sat with girls they would get feelings and start to complain that we have hurt them yet 

you have not even touched him, so this could also be a reason  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 



Respondent 6: Yes it is also a reason because some men have no control over sexual feelings 

when he wants sex he indeed wants it he cannot control himself so it can also be a reason  

Interviewer: Respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Yes it’s a reason and a big one because some men cannot just control 

themselves when they want sex so circumcision cannot allow them because they would be 

having wounds and cannot have sex so they choose not to take up circumcision  

Interviewer: Okay now I know that there at the main hospital they offer circumcision 

services now I would like you to tell me the problems people face when they go to get the 

circumcision services  

Respondent 1: Most of them that are circumcised from the hospital take long to heal  

Respondent 2: most of the health workers are so money loving, they always ask for money 

from men when they go circumcision so when one has no money it’s hard for him to get 

circumcised  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: Men normally fear to go there because of the injection they usually give them 

before circumcision  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 

Respondent 6: Most men fear there in the hospital because of pain, when one sees a 

colleague the pain he is going through of injections before circumcision it discourages him  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Yes they may circumcise them for free but they do not give them medication 

they just write for them medicines and send them to their own clinics to buy them in a way to 

generate money for them selves 

Interviewer: Respondent 8 you wanted to tell us something  

Respondent 8:  The other problem is in the hospital they do not give follow up care 

compared to Muslims for the hospital whenever circumcision is done the remaining part is 

yours to take care of your self  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 



Respondent 4: Some health workers are corrupt when the service is free of charge they still 

insist and ask for money from people and some health workers work on people carelessly just 

to finish and get done so they end up doing fake work on people and may fail to heal early so 

others fail to take up circumcision 

Interviewer: Respondent 3 do you something to tell us 

Respondent 3: Some people fear there in the hospitals because of the injections given to 

them before circumcision and sometimes it’s not sufficient they circumcise them while they 

are feeling the pain  

Interviewer: What of the health workers that are concerned with circumcision services 

are they there always or?  

Respondent 1: Yes they be there but on specified days not every day 

Respondent 3: Me what I know is that they just make a program and inform people on 

specified days  

Interviewer:  What of their attitudes as health workers 

Respondent 8: Me I heard that they bring female health workers and they keep touching the 

penises of men to ignite an erection before circumcision yet men dislike that 

Interviewer: Okay, now in this place of Hoima is there any reason concerning with 

religion, culture or social living that can stop one from getting circumcised  

Respondent 5: In the religions no but may be in the family settings one can say in our family 

we don’t get circumcised  

Interviewer: Is there any other reason  

Respondent 4: Some people have a saying that the number of children one can give birth to 

reduce when the man gets circumcised so this may also be a reason why some do not take up 

circumcision  

Interviewer: Is there any religion here in Hoima that stops people from getting 

circumcised  

Respondent 5: May be some tribes but there is no any religion that stops its people from 

getting circumcised  



Interviewer: Which tribes may be? 

Respondent: Like the “banyankole”  

Interviewer: Okay for the boda-boda men is there any reason concerning their finances 

that can stop them from getting circumcised  

Respondent 5: Some of are too busy working looking for money and it’s hard for them to 

take up circumcision  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 

Respondent 7: The reason is there because it takes some time to heal and some just decide 

not to take it because of the much time invested  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: Yes it’s a reason and possible because those men have to work every day for 

a living so they end up deciding not to get circumcised in count of the time they are to spend 

without working  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 

Respondent 3: Some pretend to be so busy and just even others cannot manage staying home 

treating the wound they always to be in their groups at stages of work so they end up not 

being circumcised 

Interviewer: What of respondent 2 

Respondent 2: It’s the same reason as respondent 3 because he will not be working but still 

he will be needing money and the process of healing takes long so he decides not to get 

circumcised  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 

Respondent 6: That is the same reason  

Interviewer: What of respondent 8 

Respondent 8: Some fear to be laughed at when putting on skirts because they would start 

calling them women and some men totally hate to be called men  



Respondent 7: Some men it’s because of a lot of responsibilities on them as whichever 

money they get that day is what they survive on so they have to work every day with no fail 

Interviewer: Okay, the second last question is that what thinking to does the society 

have towards these circumcised men 

Respondent 2: The thinking is positive because they be protecting themselves from diseases 

like HIV and other STDs  

Respondent 6: They be protecting themselves against diseases so it is a positive thinking but 

others say that so and so has got circumcised to marry many women and disturb other 

people’s wives 

Interviewer: What of respondent 4? 

Respondent 4: They think about a circumcised man like he is going to marry many women   

Interviewer: Respondent 5 which thinking does the society have towards these people  

Respondent 5: I always respect the circumcised men  

Interviewer: Respondent 7 

Respondent 7: Some people say when one gets circumcised he becomes a womanizer 

because of the knowledge that when you are circumcised risks are low for getting diseases  

Interviewer: Respondent 6  

Respondent 6: Me reason was like hers  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 had you told us something  

Respondent 3: It’s a good thinking because they normally say at least him he has saved girls 

from diseases 

Interviewer: Okay has every one told us her ideas  

Respondents: Yes  

Interviewer: Okay now you as a woman which type of man would you want a 

circumcised or uncircumcised one 

Respondent 1: A circumcised one  

Interviewer: What of respondent 3 



Respondent 3: A circumcised one  

Interviewer: What of respondent 5 

Respondent 5: A circumcised one  

Interviewer: What of respondent 4 

Respondent 4: I would also prefer a circumcised one  

Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: A circumcised one  

Interviewer: What of respondent 6 

Respondent 6:  Also me I would like a circumcised one  

Interviewer: Okay as you where would you like a man to get circumcised from, the hospital 

or the Muslim?  

Respondent 5: From the Muslims  

Interviewer: For what reason  

Respondent 5: Because they only put the gauze and do not sew in threads in the penis  

Interviewer: Respondent 3 tell us  

Respondent 3: I would prefer a Muslim because they just circumcise and do not sew in 

threads in the penis  

Interviewer: Respondent 4 what would you prefer 

Respondent 4: I would prefer a Muslim because they always do follow up care and keeping 

checking on the men after circumcising them unlike in the hospital where after they 

circumcise you it is done you have to look after yourself  

Interviewer: Respondent 8 what would prefer 

Respondent 8: A Muslim because they give adequate treatment  

Interviewer: Respondent 6 what would you prefer 

Respondent 6: A Muslim because they always come and check on their people after 

circumcision and take good care of them  



Interviewer: What of respondent 7 

Respondent 7: A Muslim because they take good care of the people they circumcise unlike 

those of the hospital  

Interviewer: Respondent 2 

Respondent 2: A Muslim because they take good care of the people they work on  

Interviewer: Is there anything that you people would like to add on  

Respondents: No  

Interviewer: Okay let us stop here, thank you so much. 
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Interviewer: So, kindly tell me about your roles and responsibilities in this office? 

Respondent: As an SMC nurse, I am supposed t ensure that all surgeries are performed well, I 

also make sure that clients have consented before being circumcised, they are also tested, I 

make sure I over see all the staff activities that go on at this site, I co-ordinate. I ensure that 

the staff well being is met. Also, I have to see that circumcision is scaled up and rolled out in 

the entire district. 

Interviewer: Okay, apart from those ones, is there any other thing that you do? 

Respondent: Yes, I do many. 

Interviewer: Okay, what else? 

Respondent: Right now, I am on the COVID response team for Hoima district. Because of 

the COVID that has come up, I think those are some of the activities I am now running 

alongside circumcision 

Interviewer: Okay, in line with circumcision, what are the roles and responsibilities of 

the office that you are working in, in line with circumcision? The roles of IDI as an 

organization 



Respondent: IDI as an organization, its role in this particular project is to ensure that 

circumcision… It over sees the role of circumcision, scaling up of circumcision in my 

district, for example where my site is. And also, to support, they support us in different 

activities as an organization in this project 

Interviewer: So, in this office of IDI, do you have any sexual or reproductive health 

policies ang guidelines specifically in line with SMC? 

Respondent: Yes, they are there 

Interviewer: So, what are some of those guidelines? 

Respondent: The guidelines, we actually have to ensure that…. Since we are working on 

men, we ensure that their spouses are involved in the service since they are supposed to 

persuade them sometimes and be supportive for sure for the healing process. And the mere 

fact that this is a couple, a male organ is an important thing to the females, so we ensure that 

there is female full involvement. Then also we make sure that the male before any surgery is 

carried out, we ensure that this person has received the real assessment and explanation and 

so on, and we physically examine even. In case if this organ, the male organ has a problem 

then we are able to offer what, proper management. Some of them come with STDs for 

example which can even affect the female at the same time, so we make sure we treat before 

circumcision. And then when they get well, we go ahead and do what, and circumcise. And 

even the female person we go ahead and do what, we go ahead and treat because sometimes, 

it needs a couple to have this treatment so that they can get well. 

Interviewer: Okay, so apart from you treating the women ang giving proper 

explanation to the men, is there any other guideline that you have? 

Respondent: Yes, we have family planning, family planning services. In this regard we have. 

Okay, the family planning method that we have like condoms, they are there. Then also we 



do the health talks and also do proper referral. We have a good referral system. Since some 

time, they come along with their spouse, we talk about the family planning and refer them if 

they want the service 

Interviewer: Okay, so how does your office facilitate SMC among the boda-boda riders 

in the district or in the general population? 

Respondent: One, we offer them safe male circumcision as a service, two, we do HIV testing 

and counselling and also, we do linkages to those who are HIV positive. We link them into 

HIV care centers. In particular, we have one in the same building. So, which is a good service 

to our boda-boda men. And also, we sensitize them on a number of issues besides 

circumcision. For example, income generating activities to make sure their wellbeing, their 

households like income generating projects. Because some times when they, are like me 

whatever money I get, I drink, so we do behavioral change. 

Interviewer: So, apart from those you have talked about, is there any other thing that 

you do to ensure that these men are circumcised, may be to get the information, is there 

anything else that you have done? 

Respondent: Yes, we do demand creation or mobilization. And during mobilization, we don’t 

talk about circumcision alone, because circumcision is an integration within other health care 

services. So, we do demand creation, we go outside, we reach them in the communities. We 

do community circumcision in outreaches, so we support them from near their families. 

Interviewer: Okay, so is there any other thing that we haven’t talked about that you do? 

Respondent: Yes, of course, circumcision like I have told you is just a component of health 

care package, so like I have said, besides those services that we offer we also ensure that. 

Some tomes we support other services because we have a van, a government, our facility van, 

so if we found a mother in the community who wants to deliver, for sure we can’t leave that 



mother because our van is for helping out such people. So, we also ensure that there is safe 

motherhood in the community in case 

Interviewer: So, as you try to do all these, are there some challenges that you face?  

Respondent: Yes, we face challenges 

Interviewer: So, what are some of these challenges? 

Respondent: Challenges, we have had myths, community myths. They have a number of 

myths, that circumcision reduces the number of children that one might get in the world, 

circumcision reduces man power, I hear once they circumcise you, for the first time, you 

don’t have sex with your wife, you first go to someone, you get? And of course, to clear such 

things, due to the like you know the literacy levels some times. People, the way they perceive 

information, they way they respond to change. So, some times it is not easy despite the 

demand creation the mobilization and the like creating awareness that we have done in the 

district, there are those with low literacy levels who have completely failed to clear those 

myths. That is why even up to now, we are getting people, big men who are not yet 

circumcised. 

Interviewer: So, you were telling me about the myths, apart from the myths, is there 

anything else? 

Respondent: Misconceptions, we have changes in the season. There are those times when we 

have men in big numbers when it is not a planting season. If it is a planting season like this 

one you might even spend a whole day here without any client. One you try to fetch them 

from their homes, still you might find them when they have gone to the garden, yet someone 

told you, tomorrow come and keep me. And of course, funding the activities, delayed 

payments some times. Actually, not delayed, but sometimes, the system, it is a system, you 



fix this, this one comes up. But of course, they have been ironed out to a level that you put in 

your request and they have always responded. 

Interviewer: So, specifically with boda-boda riders, are there challenges that you have 

faced with them? 

Respondent: The boda-boda riders, actually when you look at our statistics, we have had a 

number of boda-boda riders circumcised. They have participated a lot; they have taken up the 

service. And our problem wit them is still the misconceptions that they have usually on their 

stages. They discuss a lot when they are seated there with friends. 

Interviewer: So, for what reasons, do they give you particular reasons as to why they 

have taken up this service? Taken up the circumcision, these boda-boda riders? 

Respondent: Yes, they usually tell you that I want to be clean, I want to… of course the real 

reasons for circumcision. Someone will tell you that I have been having wounds all the time, 

so at least if this skin gets off, they told me I will be well. Sometimes, they think HIV, one 

you are circumcised, you are completely off HIV, you will never get it, so when they come 

here, we clear that  

Interviewer: So, in other words, you are telling that boda-boda riders are among the 

people who have really taken up the service 

Respondent: Yes, they have taken up the service 

Interviewer: So, apart from the myths, weather changes and some times delays, is there 

any other challenge? 

Respondent: Challenges, lost to follow up 

Interviewer: Do you follow up on these people? 



Respondent: Yes, we do follow up. We have three follow ups, first one is after two days 

when we remove the bandage, the other one is at seven days and the other one is at six weeks. 

But usually after bandage removal, they disappear. 

Interviewer: Like you go to their homes and you don’t find them? 

Respondent: Yes, and they completely hide, you reach them where they are, they don’t want 

people to see them, it is like stigma. They get stigmatized that may be the people will see me 

when I am circumcised as if it is something bad. So, they get lost. So, what we do, we do 

phone calls, we give them a call and we follow up on them like that 

Interviewer: Okay, so for these challenges that you are facing, what are some of the 

future planning that you have to overcome some of these challenges? We talked about 

myths, delays, lost to follow-up 

Respondent: We intend to intensify in our…, of course we do it and we do continuous 

sensitization to clear the air all the time. Yes, that is what we can do basically. Nothing much. 

Interviewer: Okay, do you know any other organizations around that are responsible 

for the same 

Respondent: Yes, they are there, Police, Mild may is circumcising, TASO… 

Interviewer: Is it in here in Hoima? 

Respondent: Yes, police is in Hoima, Uganda police, we have TASO, I think basically that is 

it. Police and prison, police is with prison. But I think for sometime it has been us 

circumcising in this district. They have that that they are circumcising but they are not. 

Interviewer: So, there is this thing I was getting when I was interviewing the boda-boda 

riders, it seemed like they are not so much interested in the hospital circumcision and 

prefer the circumcision done by the Muslim people. And the reason as to why they were 



saying that they were complaining about the type of circumcision that is done in the 

hospital, so do you want to throw some light about the type of circumcision that you do 

here  

Respondent: You know even, boda-boda riders that is a special class if I may tell you, some 

one can get circumcised and doesn’t want the neighbor to know that he is circumcised and 

will tell the friend that me I cant even go to those people yet the same person came for the 

service. So, it is not that may are going to Muslims, no the come here. We circumcise them, 

but because the type of service that we do, it gives them even to go and work, it gives that 

opportunity for you to work when you are circumcised. How many are seen in the 

communities covering themselves with a lesu, can they handle that and the pain without 

anesthesia, they can’t 

Interviewer: Okay, so besides the anesthesia, they talk about you leaving stiches after 

circumcising 

Respondent: They get after some time 

Interviewer: But that is the practice of you leaving stiches? 

Respondent: They are supposed to be there. Nowadays, there is no hospital where you go and 

they tell you that you come back and they remove stitches. Those things were for ancient 

time. The stitches get out themselves. They are absorbent stiches. Even mothers, nowadays, 

stitches get out themselves, they are absorbent. 

Interviewer: Then the other thing I got from them was the fact that it is females who 

carry out the circumcision and it didn’t seem like the prefer that. It could be one of the 

reasons discouraging some of them. what is the practice? 



Respondent: Yes, women do circumcise but, I don’t think so, I don’t think it is the reason 

they are not coming. 

Interviewer: So, is there anything else that we haven’t discussed that you would like us 

to discuss 

Respondent: I think basically that is it 

Interviewer: Okay, thank you so much for your time, like I said I have your 

reimbursement for the time. 
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Interviewer: What are your roles and responsibilities in this office? 

Respondent: Okay, I am happy to hear from you Joan, as a regional team leader, my job 

actually is to support the scaleup of medical circumcision within the region specifically in the 

different districts that we support, the SMC sites and then the entire region. I also support the 

teams to conduct those SMC procedures within the sites where they are stationed and that is 

done at both static sites and then the outreach sites that we support. I also do engagement of 

stakeholders within the region or within the district like the DHOs, the chairpersons, LC5’s 

and others that are very essential in promoting SMC services as well as the health center, the 

health facility team. And the other issue is to do with resources, I ensure that the teams have 

resources; the circumcision kits, the money, the per diem, the facilitation that they need to do 

those activities and then also support the reporting of the activities that we do to both IDI the 

finder, and to ministry of health 

Interviewer: Okay, thank you so much for that, in line with circumcision, which role 

does your office basically play, in line with circumcision? 

Respondent: My office? 

Interviewer: Yes, it might not only be you but the entire office, it might be you or 

another person in that office 



Respondent: The entire office, where I sit is a co-ordination office here in Hoima but we do 

support teams in Masindi, in Hoima, in Kikube, Kakumiro, Kagadi and kibale district and so 

our job is realy to do the coordination work, we ensure the teams do circumcise, men and 

adolescents that are within the specified policy guidelines, the HMIS policies, there is IDI 

and then the funder policies, the CDC policies, we are funded by CDC. So, we also do, the 

team that sits with me here at the co-ordination office is a finance and admin person, there is 

a pharmacy logistics person and there is a data manager, regional mobilization officer and 

then some drivers [sound unclear] and then a quality officer. So, our office is majorly in 

charge of supporting these teams in doing their activities but also do them in line with the 

registered SOPs and guidelines. 

Interviewer: Okay, so what are some of these policies and guidelines regarding SMC 

that you are talking about, you keep saying policies, guidelines, what are some of them? 

Respondent: Okay, (laughing). These are quite many, I am not sure, maybe I will just 

mention the key ones like the SMC policy version 2010 which is the version we still have. 

Then we have the communications strategy from the ministry of health, the minimum 

standard for SMC, then we also have WHO guidelines 

Interviewer: Okay, are there basic things under each of these policies and guidelines 

that you can maybe talk about? 

Respondent: Yes, there are. They describe, each of them describes. Okay, for instance the 

SMC policy the entire circumcision program, who circumcises, who is circumcised, what to 

do in terms of circumcision, the component, the entire circumcision component. It also has 

other aspects of the circumcision program like HCT, like, let me see ( sound elongated), like 

STIs, treatment, ah…, what else…, it also speaks about reporting component, minimum 

standards described, the standards of circumcision, it also looks at who among the 



professionals is supposed to circumcise, all those things. The communication strategy entirely 

describes what to communicate during circumcision 

Interviewer: Okay, how about the one from WHO? 

Respondent: WHO is the regulatory body, the international regulatory body for health 

services. So, it provides over guidelines in terms of health provision, so it also describes what 

to do during circumcision, who does circumcision, which ages and it also provides the 

guidelines I terms of the latest research done. So that it guides the provision of circumcision 

services. 

Interviewer: Okay, did you talk about the one from the ministry of health? 

Respondent: All those ones, the previous ones that I mentioned are all from ministry of 

health. We only implement. The service we are providing is on behalf of ministry of health. 

So, we are guided by ministry of health. We use ministry of health tools 

Interviewer: Okay, I actually realized that most of these guidelines are interrelated. 

Respondent: Yes, they are related. 

Interviewer: Okay, so as your office, how do facilitate SMC services in the district, may 

be among boda-boda riders in this district? 

Respondent: Okay, boda-boda are part of our clientele if I could use that word. They are part 

of the people we circumcise. And the fact that they are at risk because of their life style, they 

form a major target, part of our major target that we look out for to circumcise. But also, in 

terms of prevention most of them are youth, the young adults, whatever, you want to call 

them and at that age, looking at the statistics, they are more prone to HIV. So, we target them 

with circumcision services. Like I described the entire office here, we have people who do 

mobilization and so their job is to look out for these people and they work though their peers, 



one circumcised peers, but also their opinion leaders within or boda-boda stages leaders and 

then provide the required information and then mobilize them for the service. We don’t pay 

them for. They don’t pay for the service, our services are free, they don’t pay. So, what we 

only do is to liaise with their leaders of the different stages where they park and they work 

with us and provide the service. We have also tried services of for instance providing them 

with the service in the evening, that was majorly before COVID, in the evening when they 

are retiring from work and then we offer them the service and then they can proceed home. 

Looking at their productivity, they are usually busy during the day and probably early 

afternoon, early evening, so what we do is provide them the service during moonlight 

Interviewer: Where your services provided at the facility or from out reaches? 

Respondent: Like I said, we do provide, run static activities and those are activities at static 

sites where we are stationed, so we do visit the community, mobilize, work with the 

structures in the community, then mobilize these clients, the boda-boda riders and then bring 

them to the facility where they are stationed and then circumcise them. I f I could take an 

example of regional referral where you were, so we would mobilize them from town or any 

other stage where they are and then transport them. We have vans that are stationed at each of 

these static sites and then transport them to the regional referral hospital, provide the message 

of the health education, counsel them, if they qualify then they go through a circumcision 

procedure, and then we take them back to their stages or their homes depending on what they 

prefer or we ask them to go back, depending on what they prefer. But we have free transport 

to take them back home. And then we also have out reach activities, where we move the team 

and the entire theater to a near by stations where these boda-bodas are or where our biggest 

number of our clients come from and then station there and then provide the service from 

close to these people 



Interviewer: Okay, apart from mobilization and providing transport, is there anything 

else that we have done as IDI? 

Respondent: We do provide an under pant for instance to each of our clients that comes for 

the service. 

Interviewer: Okay, that is very good 

Respondent: Because majority of them, I wouldn’t say they don’t have underpants, they have 

underpants but not suitable for someone who has had circumcision. We refer the tight 

pajamas not the boxers. (both laughing). Which can hold the penis in an upright position for 

quick recovery. We also provide a soft drink and a bite for the clients especially when they 

stay long within our facilities and when they were picked from far, we ensure that they don’t 

collapse from the facility. And any other smaller thing like a t shirt for the expert clients and 

mobilizers. I think those are the major. ones. We used to provide capes and those other things 

but because of limited funding we no longer provide a lot of those things. But we are also 

looking at other thigs like the lottery like every one in the region is competing for that boda, 

like whoever circumcises has a chance to win that boda some thing like that, we are also 

looking at transport voucher, some one comes for circumcision and probably they have spent 

five liters of fuel, we return it. Things that don’t seem to coerce the boda-boda rides, but as 

motivation to attract them to come for the service. 

Interviewer: So, as you are offering these services, I am sure you face some challenges, 

what are some of these challenges that you face? 

Respondent: Challenges, challenges, ah…, quite a number, there are program challenges, 

there individual or client related challenges, so the first challenge with that group of clients 

the boda- boda riders is the nature of activity they do. These are guys who are quite mobile, 

for instance they don’t want to spend an hour at the facility and they also look at circumcision 



as an inconvenience. They think probably when you circumcise them, they will be kept at 

home, they wont ride for some time, they will miss the daily earning and that somehow 

prevents them from taking the service. But we have also had a lot of myths, a lot of myths 

within that group and the community where we work inn Bunyoro. 

Interviewer: What are some of these myths? 

Respondent: For instance, people still think we are part of the government ploy to steal 

people’s land. We are trying to circumcise them so that we reduce the population and then the 

government takes over their land 

Interviewer: Is it related to the issue that circumcision reduces the number of children 

that someone delivers? 

Respondent: Exactly, they think it creates impotence. Others think it is an issue of oil, 

government wants to take away the oil, so they are trying to reduce the population in 

Bunyoro so that they can take over. Others think it is a family planning, we just hide it, but it 

should be a family planning where we are circumcising them so that we reduce the number of 

children they can produce. Many many things. Now others think it is somehow related to 

COVID (BOTH LAUGHING). That when you go to the health facilities during this period, 

you will contract COVID. So, some of them are running away when you get closer, they 

think you are already infected with COVID. And these are very tough misconceptions that 

prevent these people from seeking the service. So, what we have been doing around that is to 

intensify our radio programs and more so using the boda-boda riders them selves who are 

champions, who we have circumcised and they are willing to speak about, these clients that 

have probably gone through circumcision and produced multiple children so that they can 

bare witness and probably share their stories. Wea also doing community live shows within 

the community where we go and teach these people as they raise concern and ask questions 



and then we run those programs on radio and people can call in and answer. And then of 

course normal health education sessions within the district both at facilities where we work 

and the sites that go for outreaches. We have also tailored our messages through the COVID 

19 messages, because right now, what is on is COVID, so as the people go out to do COVID 

messaging, we also integrate circumcision messaging 

Interviewer: Okay, that is very good, so far you have given me two challenges, myths 

and type of activity for the boda-boda riders, is there any other challenge? 

Respondent: Ah…., what else? So far, we haven’t had any big challenges wit the resources 

because we do access these resources through the medical access 

Interviewer: Okay, thank you so much for that information, now I want to ask you 

something I was getting a lot when I was interviewing the boda boda-riders. It seemed 

like most of them don’t like the facility circumcision, they prefer the circumcision 

conducted by the Muslim religious leaders. They were complaining that you people at 

the facility leave stitches in them. Can please tell me more about the circumcision 

carried out at the facility 

Respondent: Okay, at the facility, what we do is that they first give anesthesia before they do 

the circumcision, and some people think it is that injection that makes one impotent or 

reduces on the number of children that they can produce. Then after the circumcision is 

conducted 

Interviewer: Okay, how about the stiches? 

Respondent: Yes, the stiches are left, that is the type of circumcision currently being done, 

the surgical type. We are actually thinking of introducing other methods like the use shung 

ring method and see if the number of those taking up the circumcision service increases. 



Interviewer: Okay, then the other thing that really came out was the fact that 

circumcision was being carried out by women and young girls, and it seemed like people 

didn’t like that? What do you say about that?  

Respondent: (Laughing) Joan, we have had so many stories about that, actually some people 

have always said that they prefer women to work on them. 

Interviewer: Okay, thank you so much for your time and this exciting information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interviewer:   

First question is, what are your roles and responsibilities in this office?  

Respondent:   

First and foremost, I am a catholic priest. As a priest, I lead people to the sacraments and 

back to God, I preach the word of God. I give reconciliation, counseling, couples counseling. 

I say mass, preach the Word of God and give the other sacraments to see that the person is 

whole soul and body, it can be complete. Here in the parish. I am an assistant parish priest. 

But I have a responsibility of caring for elderly priests. And apart from that I am the diocesan 

health board chairperson for the health care of the diocese which leads evangelization 

mission. 

Interviewer:   

Okay, thank you so much for that. Now was regarding safe male circumcision, does your 

office have any roles that they play? 

Respondent:   

Yeah, as the chairperson diocesan health board. Yes. Because our health services would 

cover up to the safe male circumcision. That, yes, we have a role to educate all. 

Interviewer:   

Apart from educating, is there any other thing that office does from providing the education?  

Respondent:   

You know, we do much of the education, because as Catholics, we really don't emphasize 

male circumcision for the purpose of prevention of HIV/AIDS. 

Interviewer:   

Is there any other reason as to why don't emphasize it? 

Respondent:   

Yes, because, government came up, I think and says, there's that conception that when you 

male circumcised, then you will not get the HIV AIDS. And when you look at our people, 

their level of thinking, they think, Oh, this is a passport now having unprotected sex was we 

are circumcised. And that doesn't help them. So try to discount that. 



Interviewer:   

You try to discourage safe male circumcision in other words? 

Respondent:   

Yes. 

Interviewer:   

Now, does this office have anything to do with reproductive health services or guidelines 

that..? 

Respondent:   

Yes, so we do, there is, first of all, there is education, public education, especially for the 

ladies, which want encouragement,  women to get involved in caring for the ladies. And here 

I want to emphasize especially as a church, Catholic Church, natural family planning 

methods, that people can be responsible for the reproduction life. 

Interviewer:   

Okay. So is there anything that you have that guides apart from saying the Catholic Church 

discourages safe male circumcision? Do we have any guidelines in the office that guide the 

safe male circumcision? 

Respondent:   

Yeah, we have the teaching of the Church, that is the main chapter we use the teachings of 

the church, documents, fathers church documents, we have the law of the church, then we 

have the chatters for the health care provision in our diocese. Actually, all put out what we 

are supposed to do and what we are not supposed to do. 

Interviewer:   

So as we do these teachings, we basically discourage, or at some point we do encourage? 

 

Respondent:   

We try to educate and show the liability, the difficulties and the trouble associated with what 

the government calls Safe male circumcision. So we give you the education. Basically, our 



education is opening your eyes to see that even when you do these circumcision, you're not 

protected from HIV/AIDS. If you go when the person is infected, and you're not caring about 

that. 

Interviewer:   

So, basically in now teaching me to discourage people from getting safe male circumcision. 

Respondent:   

We don't come out clear to say DON'T but we give you the education. We show you the 

basics. 

Interviewer:   

 So in this education, do we emphasize the good side of the circumcision we look at the bad 

side of the circumcision? 

Respondent:   

We really, apart from the other health reasons that you already infected with something and 

they have to operate you. Yes, but not for the purpose of preventing HIV. 

Interviewer:   

Is there any other reason apart from that bit of protection against HIV, is there any other 

reason that we teach, that we try to discourage, let me not use the word discourage, that we 

rule out bad side. Are there any other reasons? 

Respondent:   

Yeah, of course when you look at a person, a person is created whole. So if I am created in 

the image and likeness of God and he has wished to me as i am. I am truly whole. Why 

should I make myself lame, I can’t cut, but now cut off that finger, cut off that ear, remove 

that part of the limb, it is mining of my body if I  am whole, if it is not really a health issue 

and surely it is giving danger to my life then I shouldn't, I shouldn't cut it. 

 

Interviewer:   

Apart from that, is there any other reason? 



Respondent:   

I think no. 

Interviewer:   

So as you do this teachings, are there some challenges that you face as a church? 

Respondent:   

Yeah, there are many because, there are challenges. Because youth all they want is a life, they 

want is a life, they want to enjoy. Enjoy my life. So when you tell me don't always don't 

enjoy and we are not listening to you. You are there but we are not listening to you, because 

for us we want to enjoy our life. Some of these other discuss, and especially they really want 

to enjoy their life. Not caring about tomorrow as whether they eat or what, I will go, or even 

read a book. 

Interviewer:   

So apart from that other challenge, is there any other challenge? 

Respondent:   

The challenges is reaching out to the people because it entails costs and troubles, reaching 

out, people come into contact with all these challenges. 

Interviewer:   

Is there anything like fear among the people who are teaching or that people are being taught? 

Respondent:   

I think people especially when they meet priests as priests, they have fear when they already 

come, they have that fear. But we normally use our healthcare workers so they interact with 

them, so there, the really reach out to them. 

 

 

Interviewer:   

So do we have any future plans for we already have plans in place trying to mitigate some of 

these problems, you talked about our problem of reaching out to these people, some people 



are scared, then the other people you reach out to maybe they are not really interested in the 

message that you're communicating. So if you have any future plans, or anything that is 

already going on? 

Respondent:   

We already have plans, but I think as we move on, we need to change as people change and 

see new ways to reach out to them. But now we, apart from going physically to meet them 

we'll use media; radios and have our own radio, couple of radios and we have every Friday 

teaching on public health. So try to reach out to these people. We know some may not listen, 

but at least we'll try our best. And whenever we go for outreaches sometimes in churches we 

have to pass on this information, these messages, we know can reach at least a good number 

of people. 

Interviewer:   

So apart from that, is there anything else maybe some organization coming in to help out, is 

there anything like that?  

Respondent:   

Yeah, we have some organization especially the funders that want to add this program. How 

do we care for the youth especially because we know the youth is the future of all over the 

world or the church? I think of every organization it is the youth, or when we care for them, 

then we know we are caring for our lives and a better future. So there's some organization 

coming in to fund some of these programs outreaches public health education of recent we 

have the Mission Labor group that is; the mission leader is [.... they love people. They want 

to come around and educate people about how to protect themselves against this HIV 

pandemic. 

Interviewer:   

Now apart from here in Hoima, do you have any organizations that you that are responsible 

for these safe male circumcision programs? 

 

Respondent:   



I think the government, the government is doing this, I have heard of, Reproductive Uganda, 

we have these around Hoima and they are doing it, well for us as church, we really don't do it 

at our own facilities. 

Interviewer:   

So is there anything else that we have not talked about safe male circumcision that you would 

like to tell me? 

Respondent:   

I think yes, I would even encourage you doing this research. You being a youth you can 

really reach out to the youth very well because we're... 

Interviewer:   

I am actually doing it in Boda Boda riders, so I have reached out to so many and i am still 

reaching out, yes. 

Respondent:   

Because the conception is if you do this circumcision, you can sleep with as many girls as 

you want, you will not get that HIV disease and whatever. Well I still doubt it, because if you 

tell me it is 60% 

Interviewer:   

Is 60% reduction. 

Respondent:   

You have the 40%. Because this is I think is research done and they have all taken samples, I 

think was Uganda, South Africa and Kenya. Well maybe yes. But the 40% it is if it is to 60% 

you are somehow okay. What of the 40%? 

 

 

Interviewer:   

Is still a big percentage. I think that's why they go ahead and encourage people to use 

condoms if they have to by the Catholic Church. 



Respondent:   

This is why, why, I want to tell you safe men circumcision unless you have any other medical 

issue. Fine, go for it, but not that it's not itself going to help you not catch the HIV. The 

condom, they will tell you to 70% 80% you still have the 20%. But the most important is the 

responsibility, we the Catholics, we want to responsibility. God as created as responsible 

people who want to put out our responsibility. I want to teach people to be responsible. When 

you are responsible, then you know you're meant to grow well. And whatever you will do, it 

will be coming from a responsible person. If we can manage this small small things in our 

mind the bigger things if we fail to be responsible in small things. You're not to be 

responsible in bigger things. So earlier, the better than you are holding no yes how to be a 

responsible person and I grow up, using my responsibility.  

Interviewer:   

Ok, I think that comes to the end of my interview. Thank you so much for your time. 

Respondent:   

You are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 


